Money spent on sending people into space should be diverted to other more worthwhile causes such as reducing world hunger and poverty. Discuss.
(Minimum 250 words)

Mankind has always pushed the limits of his knowledge in the search for new discoveries which may lead to innovatory products. However, all this research and innovation costs a great deal of money. Moreover, one of the most expensive projects has been the one involving space. In considering the above title, this essay will focus on the advantages and disadvantages of space research. (Paragraph 1: the introduction= 63 words)

Space research is regarded by most developed countries as an expensive but necessary long-term project. With food supplies, water and fossil fuels running out we need to seriously look at the possibility of life on other planets. Furthermore, the global population has expanded at an alarming rate since the industrial revolution of the 19th century. Thus, we are in fact running out of room.   	

Nevertheless, many people believe that powerful nations and their governments need to focus their attention on more important problems here on our planet. For example, the twin spectres of hunger and poverty. Many parts of the globe, such as Africa and South America desperately need financial assistance in order to cope with these problems. So far, the outcomes of space research have yielded very little when compared with the billions of dollars spent. However, for the same financial outlay, many poorer nations could have had many of their problems eradicated.

(Paragraphs 2&3: the main body = 154 words)

In conclusion, I feel that space research is necessary for the future of the human race. We are rapidly running out of resources and space to live on earth. However, we must not lose sight of the fact that less developed countries need help urgently. Therefore, the amount of money involved in space research should be reduced.   (Paragraph 4: the conclusion = 57 words)
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