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Introduction 

Storytelling to young children can have many benefits. One benefit is that it supports a feeling of relaxation and well-being. Storytelling increases the enthusiasm children have toward expressing their feelings. It encourages children to have more active participation within class and encourages children to use their creativity and imagination. Another benefit for story telling is the encouragement it can give children to cooperate with each other and enhances their listening skills (TeachingEnglish, n.d.).

As well as writing and reading, literacy skills involve communicating, listening and speaking. There are many different ways to help develop literacy skills, however, storytelling is one of the best strategies available to children in learning literacy. In literacy, Storytelling is probably one of the oldest precursor to literacy and most cultures use it (University of Texas Arlington Online, 2015).  Rhymes, tongue twisters and word rhymes are also incorporated into may storytelling experiences. Some types of word play provides direction to the sound-symbol correspondences essential to reading.  These may also contribute early spelling skills children develop (Phillips, 1999). 
 
The use of ICT (information, communication and technologies) at school, home and work is persistent and is now becoming a crucial part of people's daily lives. Everyday activities have been transformed by ICT. It is essential for people to use ICT like the internet and computers and also to develop their digital literacy as the world is now becoming more digital in most people’s day to day life. A person’s knowledge and skills of using ICT and their ability to achieve a range of difficult tasks is represented by digital literacy and being able to use them for efficiently and effectively in a digital environment (Lee, 2014). 

By supporting children’s interests, it helps them engage with the book being read to them. It is important to allow children to develop at their own place as well as being interactive and having fun. If children are interested in a certain animal or toy, then it is important finding a book to read to them with their interests in it. If there are picture in the book that intrigue the children, it is always good to allow them to talk and discuss what they are thinking with the storyteller. If the children are not enjoying the book, it is fine to leave it and start another as they will just lose interest and not gain anything from it (Wilkinson, 2019). 

In the traditional storytelling activity of the book ‘The Very Busy Spider’, where a paper book is being read. This book is appropriate for early years children as having the right book will help improve their literacy skills and they will more likely enjoy reading when they understand everything that is happening in the book. If a book is too difficult for them this will discourage them from wanting to listen to or read a story and on the other hand if the story is too easy it will not provide the children will enough opportunities for growth and practice (Educational Playcare, 2016). Children benefit from listening to a story in the traditional way of a paper book as they get the sense of feel when turning the pages. Props were used in this activity to allow the children to become engaged with the story. Using probs also helps to introduce skills like problem solving and critical thinking and help children learn how to compare and contrast. Using things like puppets, toys or cut outs of the charters from the book will give the children more of a real sense and presence of the story (Guay, n.d.). 

Having the correct environment is essential when storytelling to ensure the children are fully engaged and are not distracted. Having a calm and quiet environment as shown in the traditional storytelling activity it will help the children focus on the story and take in the information. There are many practices used in the traditional storytelling activity such as eye contact. Making eye contact with children when storytelling is vital. The storyteller will connect with the children through eye contact (Roos, 2022). Gestures were also used in this video when using the props and showing how the spider is feeling and her emotions. Gestures are crucial to uphold the bond with the children who are listening to them. They are also used to help children remember or memorise the story (Seed of Tellers, n.d.). Repetition is used a lot in the book ‘The Very Busy Spider’ bad the same phrase was used on every other page which states “But she didn’t answer, she was too busy spinning her web”. Starmanns (2020) suggests that using repetition of the same phrase can be tremendously powerful as it allows the children to absorb the information and help them remember the story and the meaning it has behind it. 
Visualisation is another essential part of storytelling as it helps young children understand the written texts (Agosto, 2016). Children develop expressive language and written composition through storytelling. Listening to the storyteller, children can develop effective listening (Peck, 1989). 
The traditional storytelling activity can help promote children’s oracy development as the children are listening to their peers and the adult who is reading the story, this helps promote oracy as children are speaking up as well as listening (Lodge, 2020). In the activity the children were asked questions which made them use their imagination and also to help them keep their focus on what the story is all about (The Picture Book Teacher, 2012). Asking them questions is also expanding their knowledge and understanding of the book and children are then given the opportunity to speak and answer the questions. As stated in the UNCRC (The United Nations Convention on The Rights of the Child) (1989 p.5) Article 12 states 
“Parties shall assure to the child who is capable of forming his or her own views the right to express those views freely in all matters affecting the child, the views of the child being given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child”. 
By the practitioner giving the children well-structured explanations, descriptions and narratives for different purposes like expressing emotions and feelings it is promoting oracy development. Another way in promoting oracy through story telling is ensuring the practitioner is speaking clearly so the children fully understand what is being said (Lodge, 2020). Written language is also promoted in storytelling and according to Vygotsky (1978) it can be possible that storytelling can utilise the affective and cognitive aspects of learning and it can offer a pedagogical substitute to help develop numerous language skills (Alkaaf and Al-Bulushi, 2017). Throughout the storytelling activity, the children like to learn together and hear each other’s points of views or answers to questions and this promotes writing if they enjoy and are interested in the book they are more likely to want to write about it and what they have found out from listening (Alkaaf and Al-Bulushi, 2017). 

After ‘The Very Busy Spider’ had ended, the children then followed up with an activity outdoors looking for different types and size spider webs they were going to them draw. Friedrich Frobel believed that being outdoors offers children a rich and sensory find hand experience and this is crucial for growing minds. He also believed that it gives children the chance to engage with the mystery and wonder of the natural world and they have the space and freedom to try out new things and explore new areas. They can investigate and experiment how the natural world works (Tovey, n.d.). 

Although traditional storytelling has many advantages there are also limitations. One limitation is both the children and individual telling the story can get distracted. The storyteller can get distracted by the children is they being talk or laugh too loud. Something as small as a bad smell or a noise in a different room can distract the children when the practitioner is telling a story (Booksie, n.d.). 

In both the traditional and digital storytelling activity were made for a class or a group of children and according to Vygotsky (1962) humans learn through having conversations or communication and interactions with others. Vygotsky assessed how social environments have an influence on the learning process and he believed that learning can take place through the social interactions that children have with their teachers, peers and other experts (Neff, 2019). Vygotsky also believed that the practitioner or teacher has an important role of being the facilitator and ensure they create an environment that is suitable for guided and directed interactions can happen (Neff 2019). 

In early years education digital literacy is about considering whether to use digital technology in early childhood education for early achievement of gaining digital skills and to for it to be a part of young children’s communication development (Hilkemeijer, n.d.). Children should been viewed as active participants in discussions about how technology is used in their learning and lives. Adults should not always direct the guidance of their use of technology, as this would suggest a hierarchy of imbalanced power. Children should instead be provided with opportunities to reflect on their personal use of media with the support and guidance of partitioners and parents to make their own personal decisions about their engagement with technology (Gillian et al. 2018). 

In the second storytelling activity, it is presented as a digital story. It is the story ‘Room on the Broom’. As opposed to traditional storytelling with paper booked, digital storytelling is when technology is used. Digital storytelling can create a space for children to experience meaningful listening, and digest information in an expressive way. It is a chance for practitioners to be able to genuinely engage with the children and they message of the story. Digital storytelling can allow children to explore different ways to thinking and acting and they can provoke an emotional response from the children (Bouchrika, 2022). Digital stories used in an early years environment are powerful tools and it can potentially transform the way students learn.  Just like the traditional storytelling activity the digital storytelling activity has a main focus on development of the theme or focal point chosen in the story. There is one main difference between traditional and digital storytelling which is that a range of digital multimedia tools support digital storytelling. In a digital story there may be a variety of text, graphics, videos, narration and slides in a presentation, like shown in the digital storytelling activity, to show a different range of information from the chosen story (O’Byrne, Houser, Stone and White, 2018). 

Donaldson (2015) believes that digital competence of digital literacy is just as important as numeracy and literacy now in the twenty-first century. He also believed that digital literacy is massively fundamental to learning of life and it should be seen in the curriculum as just as important as numeracy and literacy. Even though there are individuals who believe that digital storytelling is the way forward, there are some barriers too and one barrier is keeping up with technology. Technology changes all the time and it may be challenging to keep up and therefore not be an effective method of storytelling. If children are already use to traditional storytelling techniques id may be hard to introduce them to a whole different dynamic of storytelling (Ramasubramanian, Albrecht and Batty, 2018).  

In conclusion, there are advantages to both traditional and digital storytelling as well as limitations. Traditional storytelling can develop children’s oral development as they can listen to their peers and practitioners telling the story and digital storytelling can give children the opportunity to experience meaningful listen and take in information in a more expressive way. In future practice I believe a few more realistic props to be used for both traditional and digital storytelling activities and for digital storytelling some sound effects or audios to be used to keep children engaged. 
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