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Judges are servants of the public and are entrusted to ensure that the law is transparent and intelligible. To what extent do you agree with this statement?


Judges in a summary are highly trained legal professionals. In Common Law Legal Systems such as England and Wales, being a Judge is not considered a distinct legal profession with its own qualification structures and career progression. Judges are instead recruited from amongst experienced members of the legal professions. Like a hierarchy, the higher up the Court is the more qualified the judge will be. However, distinct types of Judges can sit in higher and lower Courts.
There is a deep depth in many areas of law in which a Judge will hear cases which vary enormously, this all depending on the seniority of the Judge and the Court in which they are assigned. Some Judges will hear cases in only one area of law while others will hear both Civil and Criminal cases in separate Courts. There is an advantage to this approach being that they can keep a broader perspective of the development of the English Law. The risk on the other hand is that they could potentially lack sufficient ability in understanding the issues raised within the cases brought forth upon them. The JAC (2022) selects candidates for office in England and Wales Aswell as some Tribunals with UK-wide powers. There are several existing types of Courts with a diversity of judges for each court.
Judges are the servants of the public in some sense as they are entrusted with ensuring that the law is transparent and intelligible and have been for many years partially due to them creating Case Law. Thus, putting them in a position of trust as by them creating Case Law, they would be expected to know the best outcomes as they would be able to look at a similar case to come to a logical sentence. Content team (2015) states Judges are bound in adhering to prior decisions made by a higher court on a similar legal matter. The uses of legal precedents help in ensuring that court rulings remain consistent among similar cases. Precedents in a Court of Appeal are not binding on lower courts within the same hierarchy. Whilst required precedents are usually followed unless a judge on appeal believes elsewise. 
[bookmark: _Int_2WPXUGv2][bookmark: _Int_RVMV4saH][bookmark: _Int_IIkqzhk1]Judges are servants as they have the duty to maintain the trust of both parties in a case.. However, that can be viewed to some as either a positive or a negative as Judges are selected by Parliament. Many may view the fact that parliament chooses the judges itself badly as many do not like parliament. Judges are in a position of trust because they each must swear under oath. Courts and Tribunals Judiciary (2022) states that there are two separate oaths/affirmations a judge must swear under, the first being the oath of allegiance and the second being judicial. Collectively these are referred to as the judicial oath. Following on, Law Society (2022) suggests that judges need to be able to have the ability to be fair and even handed, have an air of authority, excellent communication skills and intellectual ability.
Judges have a role to look at the facts of both parties and give them both a fair trial. Explore Careers (2022) states that the main roles of being a judge will be to hear evidence in both Criminal and Civil Courts, making rulings and passing sentences based on information presented to you throughout the case. A judge will prepare for trials by reading papers sent by legal teams. Hear Civil, Family and Criminal cases. Listen to evidence from witnesses, defendants and victims. Advise juries and legal teams on points of law. Pass sentences and propose other penalties. Reach decisions in tribunals e.g., employment disputes or immigration cases. Help sides in finding agreements in Civil cases before proceedings begin. Take expert opinion, for instance in custody or child welfare cases. Hear appeals and review decisions of lower courts. Draft reports giving reasons for rulings. Keep up to date with legal developments. When dealing with an active case a judgea ensure that they apply the correct area of law by case law and make sure that all evidence is passable.
Bingham (2011, p.2) states that “the law must be accessible and so far, as possible intelligible, clear and predictable". The law should be clear and intelligible because, to the average being, the terminology used could be viewed as complex. If the law was unintelligible this would set a considerable risk for the possibility of an innocent being incarcerated and a guilty person walking free. Meaning there would be an injustice.The Court of Justice (2011, p.7) states “If the law is certain, citizens know what to expect. However, there are situations where the law itself is clear, but a citizen is misled”. For example, the word ‘malice’ to your average being may be thought of as confusing being that the word is not clear, and they may not understand what is being asked of them. Whilst if you just used the word ‘intent’ the average being has more of an acknowledgment.
[bookmark: _Int_B5CNMliy]Following on from a point made earlier about how some judges will only hear cases in one court and others in Both criminal and civil a circuit judge is one example. Courts and Tribunals Judiciary (2010) Specifies that Some circuit judges will specifically deal with Criminal or Civil cases whilst some may hear public and/or private law family cases whilst some may sit across many ranges of jurisdictions. Some Circuit Judges may be requested by the Lord Chief Justice to sit in the Criminal Division Court of Appeal. Circuit judges must be Lawyers who have held ‘the right of audience’ for up to seven years or, have been a recorder or, held certain other judicial roles on a full-time basis for at least three years including being a High Court Master or District Judge. Some may be appointed as senior circuit Judges thus taking on further responsibilities. Circuit Judges are appointed by the King, this being on the advice of the Lord Chancellor and the Lord Chief Justice following a fair and open competition administrated by the Judicial Appointments Commision. Some Circuit Judges will hold the authority to sit in the High Court or sit in the Family Court in cases distributed to be heard at a High Court level sitting as a Deputy High Court Judge on a cases-by-cases basis. 
[bookmark: _Int_iCl3gMFp]Some judges sit part-time in retirement and are known as deputy circuit judges.
Following on we have Court and Tribunals (2010) District Judges who work in Family Courts and County Courts. They will each have at least met JAC (2022) for at least five years.
You then have Courts and Tribunals Judiciary (2010) District Judge but for the Magistrates Court who work in the Magistrates Court and Family Court. Each will have met the Judicial-appointment eligibility condition also for five years. 
Moving on, Courts and Tribunals Judiciary(2010) we have a Recorder who will work within the Crown Court, County Court and Family Courts. The selection process is to have met the Judicial-appointment eligibility condition for at least seven years.
Furthermore, we have High Court Judges. Courts and Tribunals Judiciary (2010) states that High Court Judges often deal with complex and difficult cases. They try serious Criminal Cases and important Civil Cases whilst aiding the Lord and Lady Justices to hear appeals. High Court Judges are assigned to three divisions of the High Court being The King’s Bench Division, The Family Division and Chancery Division. High Court Judges are appointed by the King on the recommendation of the Lord Chancellor after a fair and open competition administrated by the Judicial Appointments Commision or have served as a Circuit Judge for up to two years.
Courts and Tribunals Judiciary (2010) have Lord Justices of Appeal who work within the Court of Appeal or the Divisional Court of the High Court. The selection process to be a Lord Justice of Appeal is to be a Senior Judge with lengthy Judicial experience.  Courts and Tribunals Judiciary (2010) we have the Justices of the Supreme Court who work within the Supreme Court. The selection process to be a Justice of the Supreme Court is that you must be a very senior Judge with extensive experience.
In conclusion judges are servants of the public as they are entrusted by the public to deal with their trials justly and fairly. They are trusted to deal with every type of case there is no matter the severity.They are trusted to make sure there is no injustices and that nobody is wrongly accused.Judges had/ still have the powers to create case law meaning they would have already dealt with a similar case with similar facts.They worked hard to get to their level over many years as shown in previous points of how they get selected, so you would trust that they know what they are doing. Seeing as there diverse types of judges to deal with different types of law, this shows that they are entrusted with helping the public no matter how diverse their issue is.
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