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Explore the experiences of ‘some’ young people with additional learning needs when transitioning to secondary school

DISCUSSION 1:

Every child and young person have the right to an education, Play Wales (2018) explains that children should ‘have access to a comprehensive range of education, training and learning opportunities. 
This online defence identifies the key ethical choices and considerations which were made in the process of developing the following research project; ‘Explore the experiences of young people with additional learning needs when transitioning to secondary school’. The research will examine how children between the ages of ten and twelve, whom have been diagnosed with additional learning needs (ALN), transition from a primary to secondary educational setting. The author recognises that carrying out a research project with children presents challenges, especially as the research being conducted works closely with individuals who have a protected characteristic, under the Equality Act 2010 (Legislation.gov.uk., No Date).
The purpose of this research project is to assess the transition process an individual goes through when transitioning from a primary to a secondary educational setting. This research will give an understanding of what it is like for a young person with ALN in this crucial time. Another aim of this research would be to identify what works well for children with ALN through the transition period, whilst also highlighting what does not work well and therefore needs to be improved, thus ensuring that young people transitioning to secondary education have a positive and beneficial experience. Many acts, policies and organisations have been put in place to ensure every child, regardless of their circumstances and needs, has the opportunity to an education.  The Equality Act 2010 aims to protect those who may be exposed to discrimination as a result of certain personal characteristics, one of which is disability (Carr, H and Goosey, D, 2017, p.102-103). The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) set out a legally-binding agreement, stating that every child has rights, regardless of their abilities, race or religion (Save The Children, No Date, Clark, 2013, p. 128). The Welsh Government have set out seven core aims, which are based on the UNCRC’s 54 articles (United Nations, 1990), aiming to ensure children and young people are treated equally and have a fair chance in their education (Play Wales, 2019). 
Three different methods of research were used within this research project, namely, focus groups, unstructured interviews and questionnaires. Each method of research aimed to collect different information, to aid the research project.
Fraser et.al. (2004, p. 166-167) explains that focus groups are small groups of people, who all have an aspect of their life in common, these individuals come together to discuss a specific topic freely. The focus groups will be made up of the pupils who are transitioning from primary to secondary school, and in some cases the pupil’s parents. Unstructured interviews are a style of research that is similar to every-day conversations and is completed through a series of open-ended questions to guide the conversation (Lambert, 2019, p. 14-15). Lastly, questionnaires, which according to Kellett (2005, p.75) can be seen to be structured interviews in a written form. For this research project the questionnaires will be completed by the parents of the pupils involved in the research project, to ensure as much data is collected as possible. 
Different ethical considerations should be identified and examined before conducting any research project. The researcher was required to carefully read through the following two documents: The British Educational Research Association (BERA) and The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), before starting their research proposal to consider all ethical issues that may arise.
BERA seeks to support any research carried out involving education, to ensure the research being conducted meets the ethical standards required (BERA, 2018).  These guidelines cover a wide range of factors that need to be considered when carrying out research. BERA (2018), explains that consent should be given by all participants, prior to any research being conducted. It also states that everyone involved in a research project has the right to withdraw at any time. As this research involved vulnerable children, this point needs to be reinforced through-out the process. 
GDP protects individual’s personal information, ensuring that everyone has the right to privacy (Information Commissioner's Office, 2018). Article 5 of the GDPR explains that personal data collected should be dealt with and kept appropriately, ensuring that confidentiality is maintained at all time (Information Commissioner's Office, 2018).
Whilst developing the research proposal, it was important to consider all the potential risks that may occur through-out the research project and what can be done to prevent these risks. One risk that was identified was the that of every child not being heard equally. The fifth core aim set out by the Welsh Government states that children should be listened to (Play Wales, 2019).  To abide by this core aim, the researcher decided that having three different methods of research would help to ensure that every child is listened to and heard equally.
Additional ethical considerations were made regarding the reasoning behind the research project. It is vital to ensure that the research being conducted is necessary, and it is open-minded and fair, in order to prevent any discrimination taking place. The research project should be beneficial to the participants, and these participants should be protected against harm and discrimination whenever possible. 
To conclude, the main object of this research project is to ensure every child with ALN has a positive and beneficial experience in transitioning from primary to secondary education. It is clear that children have rights, and these rights should be upheld at all times, supported by the policies and Acts put in place to protect children. There are several ethical considerations that should be considered prior starting a research project, to ensure that an individual’s research is ethical. BERA (2018) have clearly set out guidelines to aid researchers when completing research in an educational setting, as it is evident that research in education comes with its difficulties. There are many guidelines available to ensure that researchers are supported in their research process, making it clear that everyone has a responsibility when it comes to ethics. 
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A reflective response to the ethical discussions outlined by peers
Discussion 2:
Reflection is central to further developing the research proposal and for ensuring that ethical considerations have taken place.
Reflection has identified the scope of the research proposal is to wide, and therefore it is recommended that the objective of the question is changed slightly, whilst ensuring that the researcher is mindful of possible limitations they could face.  To address this is the research title will be altered to ‘Explore the experiences of ‘some’ young people with additional learning needs when transitioning to secondary school’. It should also be made clear through-out the research process that not all young people’s experiences can be altered in the future, thus ensuring that the research is not overclaiming that ‘all’ young people’s experiences can be improved as a result of the research.
Through further reflection, the researcher identified risks to both participants and the investigator that should be expanded upon within the research.  These include, but are not limited to; emotional distress, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information and the protentional risk of harm/impropriety (University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2010). 
 There is a risk that emotional distress may be caused to both the participants and the investigator, as a direct result of the research proposal. The participants could feel emotional when discussing their personal experiences, therefore it is vital to ensure that all participants feel comfortable when confiding in the investigator and should be advised of a safe and secure place that they can go if they are feeling this way, to ensure that their emotional well-being is protected. Similarly, the investigator could also experience emotional distress, as a direct result of listening to the participants experiences, especially if these experiences are negative.  
The potential risk of personal data being transferred also needs to highlighted when carrying out any type of research. The Information Commissioner's Office (2018) states that confidentiality must always be maintained, ensuring that all personal data is handled in a sensitive and professional manner, abiding by the rule set out by The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). Under the GDPR there are legal obligations which researchers/investigators must comply, this includes how an organisations sensitive information should be handled, the GDPR also explains how vital consent is when carrying out research. As this particular research will be conducted with vulnerable children who may not fully grasp what the research is regarding, it is important to regularly make sure that they understand what the aims and objectives of the research are, and that they have the right to withdrawn from the project at any time (British Educational Research Association). 
It is also important to ensure that those working with the young people are fully aware of the safeguarding policies and procedures that are in place to ensure that every child/young person is protected against potential harm (NSPCC, 2020). It should be made clear to all involved, that any information discussed that raises concerns regarding child protection must be passed on to the relevant child protection officer, therefore confidentiality will not be maintained in all circumstances. This needs to be carefully communicated to all participants and researchers ensuring understanding. 
The researcher is open to further reflection and considerations when referring to their research proposal. 
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