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Curation, Commentaries and Compositions
Throughout time societies that we live in have created societal norms. We have been taught from a young age to follow cultural trends and blend in with the crowd. My exhibition discusses the topic of non-conformist art, whether this be in the form of music, fashion, traditional art, or street art. It is important that this is talked about in relation to now, as we are still living in a society that has trends to follow and people are still afraid to go beyond what is considered ‘normal’. The artists that do fight for what they believe in and set out to make change should be recognised for this. To support this topic, I have selected a variety of artists to showcase within my exhibition, these include Banksy, Frida Kahlo, Vivienne Westwood, The clash, and Muse. In relation to my selection of artists the question of why we conform to society, and why there are anti conformists will also be discussed, and references will be made in relation to theories produced by authors such as Kenneth Allan, Stephen Coleman, and Adam Grant. They discuss society, social structure and non-conformity. 

Within the publication Popular Delusions: How Social Conformity Moulds Society and Politics (2007:2) written by Stephen Coleman it is stated that “The more often people see others doing something, the more likely they are to believe that action is correct and follow along”. This shows why people are conformists, they want to blend in shaping their habits, customs, and opinions to climb the social chain. The most popular trends will fade out and soon be replaced by another to follow, keeping this in mind, in society not everyone will play by the social norms created. These people are non-conformists. They are the type of people that are not afraid of change and want to create change, as said within the publication Originals: How Non-Conformists Change the World (2016), Grant states “Originality is taking the road less travelled, championing a set of novel ideas that go against the grain but ultimately make things better.” This is why some are non-conformist, they are original, the people to make a change. I have chosen five artists that represent this statement. People are searching to fit into their communities and following the trends for their own satisfaction, this is shown within the text Explorations in Classical Sociological Theory: Seeing the Social World (2013:335)  it is said by Allan that “they (people) have to conform in order to be satisfied”. 

I have chosen five artists that will be discussed below to feature within my imagined exhibition. 
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Banksy, Street Art 
Banksy, Dismaland Sculpture

The first artist is Banksy, he is an anonymous England based street artist, who is known for creating out of the ordinary art work, he has a relationship between street art and creating controversy. At the age of 18 he would often be caught by the police vandalizing public spaces with his art, often his work would relate to politics the establishment, and depicting politicians to be liars. A good example of this idea being covered by Banksy is the piece of artwork featured above. This fits into my theme of non-conformity as it is a piece of art that is going against the societal norm of accepting that we should just follow and listen to what politicians say and allow ourselves to be shaped by politics. I also added another piece by Banksy which is an installation piece that was featured within ‘Dismaland’, an altered version of Disney Land. It is a sculpture of The Little Mermaid, which represents the idea that we have a distorted view of the world and not everything ends in a happy ending due to the story of the character living in a fairy tale world. 
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Self Portrait with a Thorn Necklace and Hummingbird

The second artist I have chosen is Frida Kahlo. Kahlo is a traditional painter that gives an out of the ordinary outlook to her life at the time. During her time traditional art was more organised, and artists were creating standard portraits. Kahlo took this idea, and the struggles she was going through at the time, combining the two to make art that did not conform to the styles and trends of traditional painting at the time. Often these paintings would depict her depression, significant events, and her struggle with mental health. The topic of mental health was made aware by her out of the ordinary paintings, which caused controversy, as it was not common to struggle with mental health during this time. I have chosen the painting Self Portrait with a Thorn Necklace and Hummingbird, as this is one of Kahlo’s most famous paintings, which symbolises being resurrected to start a new life.   


[image: ]
Vivienne Westwood Punk Clothing 

My third artist is fashion designer Vivienne Westwood. Westwood helped to set the style for modern punk clothing and created a new wave of fashion. In the 1960’s she was introduced to a new world of art and the power that it had on freedom and politics. Upon opening her shop in the 1970’s, it then came to be the centre for punk movement, she inspired others to dress differently and not rely on other style trends. This has relation to the idea of non-conformity as she is giving people the power to style themselves against what is trend. This is fitting for my exhibition as her clothing designs make a statement for punk culture. 
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The Clash, London Calling

The fourth artist I have chosen for my exhibition are The Clash. They are a fiery and righteous band with leftist political views, wildly known for the apocalyptic nature featured within their songs. During the punk movement they positioned themselves as rebels, ready to start a music revolution. They stood for the idea that the establishment should not dictate how we live and what we can and cannot do within society. The song ‘London Calling’ in particular was about how London is failing and how we are all going down with the government. 
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Muse, Uprising video

My last artist is Muse, this is a rock band producing music that discuss how we should be in charge of our own future and take the power back from the establishment. They released a music video for their popular song ‘Uprising’, which was inspired by protests, with references to the banking crisis of 2009. It includes controversial clips of disgraced financier Bernard Madoff being shoved by a pedestrian on route to his trial. This clip is fitting to the overall theme of my exhibition due to it being released to make a statement against the government. 

For my imagined exhibition I have created a floorplan which is shown below. 
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For the layout I have chosen the Glyn Vivian within Swansea to hold my imagined exhibition. I have decided to create a ruined wall for Banksy’s art work, as if it has been taken out of the street and placed into the gallery, to get the real experience of seeing his street art. I would then have the ‘London calling’ album cover on the wall and have the song to be playing throughout the exhibition. As a centre piece, I would have ‘The Little Mermaid’ sculpture within a puddle of water, as if she was in the sea. The music video for uprising would be projected against the wall opposing to the ruined wall. Frida Kahlo’s painting would be featured within the extension part of the layout. Finally, I would have live models wearing Vivienne Westwood’s outfits and modelling them almost like a small runway show. 
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