


                 Hajj 
When does Hajj begin? Zam Zam water
Zam Zam water is representative of Ibrahims wife walking between the hills seven times to find water for her son. Below is a picture of Ibrahim and his wife Hajar the prophetess.
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Pictured below is Arafat, known as the mount of mercy.
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There are in fact two different types of pilgrimage to Mecca and Hajj is known as the greater pilgrimage. Hajj is undertaken between the 8th and 13th of the last month of the Islamic calendar this month is called Dhul-Hijja which literally means month of pilgrimage. On the Gregorian calendar the first day of pilgrimage is August the 30th. Any other time of the year that pilgrimage is undertaken is known as Urma. Both Hajj and Urma have the same starting point in Mecca called Miqat.
Day 1: Pilgrims are instructed to change into white modest garments referred to as irham. This enables a sense of equality amongst pilgrims as it removes any class distinctions. Whilst changing into irham clothing a prayer is recited called the talbiya and this prayer announces their arrival to God and their intention to complete their pilgrimage. Zam zam water is also sipped before heading towards the Ka’ba which is God’s home on earth according to Islam. The Ka’ba is then circumambulated seven times as a symbol of peace and harmony, known as tawaf. Pilgrims then pass through the hills of Safa and Marwa seven times, again drinking Zam Zam water. Hajar is a prophetess and the wife of Ibrahim, after traveling seven times between the Safa and Marwa hills in search of water for her son (Ismail), who was dying of thirst, she noticed water emerging in the desert from her beneath Ismail. Hajar quickly dug a well to prevent the water drying up in the dessert and created the Zam zam well. Zam zam water does not contain any contaminants and has been running for over 4000 years. It is said to have many healing properties and invigorates the body. 
Day 2: Pilgrims travel 7 kilometers, usually on foot, to Arafat which means standing, all pilgrims stand here from noon until sunset. It is known as the mount of mercy because it is the place that Muhammad gave his final sermon before his death in 632. Muslims that are not attending Hajj fast on this day. Pilgrims usually collect stones here that are needed to complete their pilgrimage. If Muslims don’t attend on the correct day it is said that the whole pilgrimage becomes invalid. The most significant part of his sermon was “I am leaving you with The Book of God and the Sunnah of His prophet. O men harken to my words. Learn that the Muslims constitute one brotherhood.”  
Days 3, 4 and 5: Muzdalifa is the next Holy site that is visited. Here the pilgrims throw the stones they have collected at three pillars or Jamrat over several days. The pillars are situated in the valley of Mina which is close to Mecca. Seven stones are thrown at each pillar and the pillars represent the devil and his temptations.[image: ]Jamrat
Left: The three pillars located in the valley of Mina.
 Below: A stampede occurred in 2015 when officials accommodated dignitaries resulting in over 717 deaths.  


                                                                                                           [image: ]Eid al-Adhar: Muslims are then required to sacrifice a lamb or goat this is symbolic of Ibrahims complete faith and acceptance of God’s instruction to sacrifice his son. The Lord is said to have offered Ibrahim his mercy by replacing his son with a lamb for sacrifice. It is known as Eid al-Adhar and the sacrifice is made to remind Muslims not to become attached to material possessions. In a contemporary context Muslim’s who are not attending emulate this creating a river of blood. In Egypt to prevent disease, pop up vendors that slaughter in the streets are fined £218 this is more than the average monthly wage and in the United Emirate States the fine is £1060 if it is not conducted at an accredited public abattoir. 
This takes place on the 10th day Dhul-Hijja. The toughest days of the pilgrimage are now completed and many pilgrims rest for several days before returning to Mecca to circumambulate the Ka’ba seven times as a farewell tawaf.
Shia Muslims go on to visit Medina to pay their respects to the burial grounds of Muhammad and his closest companions. Sunni Muslim consider this practice heretical. 

                                                                                       Below: Eid al-Adhar.

                                 [image: ]                                                                                            
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA
Above is a photo of pilgrims circumambulating the Ka’ba which is done seven times in an anti-clockwise direction as a symbol of peace and harmony. The security guard standing under the three embroidered circles is protecting the Hajr Al Aswad (black stone) and ensuring the constant flow of pilgrims remains peaceful and smooth. A security guard is always present 24/7.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The ka’ba: The ka’ba pictured above was rebuilt by Muhammad after his first revelation at the age of 40. Although the profit was ridiculed by many tribal leaders, he still gained many followers and Muslim leaders began to feel threatened. This resulted in his followers being tortured, killed or forced into exile. Eventually the profit Muhammad returned to conquer mecca. Looking at this site in historical contexts we can see why it is so significant as it was the starting point of the Islam we see in contemporary Islamic societies.  Each corner has its own significance and spiritual merit. Prayers are said to hold great potency whilst circumambulating the Ka’ba, particularity on the East facing corner called the Rukun Al-Aswad where the Hajr Aswad (heaven-sent black stone) is set in a silver frame. The circumambulation starts and finishes on this east facing corner. The other corners are named Rukun al-Yemani (named after Yemen), Rukun Ashami (named after Syria) and, Rukun Al Iraqi (named after Iraq). The Rukun Al-Aswad corner can be identified not only by the Hajr Aswad is but also by the three embroidered golden circles which read Allah-ho-Akbar meaning Allah is Great. It is considered very auspicious to touch the black stone encased in a silver frame. Many pilgrims try to push forward to touch it and those that aren’t close enough to touch simply raise their hands towards it. Because of the threat of surges forward a security guard stands permanently by to keep the peace and protect the stone. The start and finish point was once indicated by a black line across the marble floor however, as people past this marker they had a tendency to look down and slow down as they passed so now a green light is used to signify the starting point to prevent the flow of the circumambulation being disrupted. The black cloth is changed once a year. The Ka’ ba is made from simple granite blocks and the interior is a modest mosque with three pillars and a small table. Pilgrim’s hope to attain Barak (spiritual power) and divine favor that will ensure their prayers are answered. The Ka’ba is least crowded early in the morning and the walls of the Ka’ba are usually surrounded by a que of men and a separate que is made for women. On the final day of pilgrimage, the pilgrims return to the Ka’ba and perform the tawaf once more as a final farewell to Mecca.
Looking at the Hajj in a contemporary context we see changes are constantly being made to Masjid al Haram to accommodate the growing number of Muslims that visit from all over the world. Islam is now a worldwide faith and the once tiny population of Masjid Al Haram is now over two million, this is higher than the population of New York. Many contemporary hotels and small businesses have been built to accommodate the pilgrims. The presence of the security guards is also a sign that the pilgrimage is being adapted to suit the modern world. The rituals are not strictly followed by all in a way that pilgrims have in the past as we can see from the number of pilgrims in the photos that aren’t wearing modest white garments. Consumer lifestyles are now a part of the pilgrimage sites and the tourists provide income for the locals. The historical spiritual meanings are still observed but are no longer as puritanical; spiritual practice is being overtaken by the material world as young Muslims have a growing desire to integrate with the modern world and western culture. In the same way atheistic western youths are now searching for a more spiritual connection as they grow tired of consumerism and many have converted to Islam which is now the fastest growing religion.   
In conclusion Hajj is one of the five pillars of faith which offers Muslims a spiritual framework for everyday life. Regardless of political unrest between Sunni and Shi’ite Muslims the Hajj gives Muslims the opportunity to unite and it is an absolute truth all Muslims can agree upon creating a sense of solidarity. The contemporary buildings are not encouraged as original sites are destroyed to make way for the growing numbers. However, after stampedes occurred due to officials closing roads to accommodate dignitaries trying to reach the palace, modern pilgrims appreciate the safety measures now in place after protests took place demanding all pilgrims and dignitaries to be treated equally in accordance with Islamic law.Left: an image of the prophet Muhammad. Images of prophets are generally prohibited; this prohibition is called aniconism. The Quran contains verses that forbid it as it may encourage worship of the profits over the worship of Allah. However, there are many respectful representations of the prophet Muhammad in Persian manuscripts dating back to the 12th and 13th century. Although Muhammad’s intention was to unite the Muslim brotherhood, ironically the interpretations of his sermons have created divisions between Sunni and Shi’ite Muslims. Muhammad left no clear instructions as to who his successor should be following his death and political unrest still exists today regarding his true successors.
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