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Introduction
The environment of our planet has been greatly influenced by the impact of humanity.  As populations have increased this has impacted on consumerism and therefore increased industry. There is now urgent need to conserve the earth.
The natural environment embraces all living and non-livings things occurring naturally meaning in this case not artificial this is called the natural environment. However, in contrast is the built environment where landscapes have been transformed by man through agriculture and buildings. Even though many animals build things for themselves, they are considered natural for example beaver dams, termite mounds. 

First Keyword - Consumerism 
Social and economic problems together with consumerism is damaging our environment. The need for goods increases and therefore, the necessity to produce more goods leads to polluted emissions, the increase in land-use and deforestation promoting climate change. 
This causes a problem, the plants ecology is unable to cope with all the pollution with all the continuously increasing consumer demand. The excessive demand for consumer goods has created current ecological imbalances which will become a bigger problem that most people believe. Ecological disasters in different places all over the word have already been caused by these imbalances and there could be more to follow. 
Deforestation is also a key ecological problem caused by consumerism. According to the World Resource Institute deforestation is increasing in Brazil, Indonesia, Peru and Bolivia. These are the countries that lost the most forest since 2001. 
The increased use of palm oil in our diet has contributed to the deforestation around the world which has destroyed habitats of animals and plants, affecting climate change. The production, processing, and consumption of merchandises requires the removal and use of natural resources such as wood, fossil fuels, and water.
We also have the problem of Intensive breeding of livestock and poultry for junk-food restaurants which has led to not just deforestation but land degradation and contamination of water sources as well as other natural supplies. Consumers should be demanding responsible products and making informed purchasing decisions. 
Gary Gardner, director of research for World Watch has stated that "Most of the environmental issues we see today can be linked to consumption’’ and quoted from a newspaper that said it is possible that 37 percent of species could become extinct directly related to consumption i.e. consumerism.  Gardner also stated that "The irony is that lower levels of consumption can actually cure some of these problems." "We need to change the way we produce goods and the way we consume them."
In order to affect a drastic effect on our environmental footprint, we need change our consumer habits
This rate of consumption is increasing at a shocking rate. This will produce huge ecological devastation in the future, to the point that around 2025, people will need to carry out major changes in their lifestyles to avoid the worst possible consequences. 
Due to this increase in consumerism in all types, the big problem worldwide is waste disposal with our oceans gradually becoming a disposal pit, causing an ecological disaster. This has been caused, according to scientists, by up to 12 million tons of plastic in the ocean each year. These form giant floating garbage patches around the globe.
Our consumerist lifestyle originally first perceived as an American experience has spread over to the rest of the world through globalisation and the rise of the free market economy.
Increased consumerism seemingly comes at an extreme price.
Artworks connected with the idea that the purchase or ownership of goods is an indication of status and self-identity. Artists explore or criticize this idea in a variety of ways, usually featuring consumable goods, sites of consumption, the acquisition of goods, or advertising imagery in their work.
An example of an artist who is famously known for consumer advertising is Andy Warhol.
Andy Warhol’s background in 1950’s America is important to understand as a commercial artist with his fascination with advertising which led him to create refined artwork. As a commercial artist Andy Warhol was directly involved in this consumerism drive through producing marketing materials.
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The theme of consumerism is shown in Campbells Canned Soup and was one of the first influences of his earlier work as a commercial artist. It is one of Warhol’s first earliest fine art works to be critically acclaimed. 
The image he created through the techniques of his trade was both easily recognisable and visually stimulating. At the time, consumer goods and advertising were overwhelming American consumers. Warhol is acknowledged with visualising a new type of art that elevated but also criticised the habits of consumers.
His artwork was produced on a mass scale, reflecting the mass-production necessary to support a consumerist society. Each step in producing his artwork corresponded to a mechanised process in a production line.
His appealing imagery and influence promoted the purchase of his products which increased consumerism.
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Second Keyword – Industry 
The global population for most of human history has grown at a stable rate which meant our association with the environment was reasonably stable. Due to the improvements in our quality of life and general health, the rate of population has increased. 
The worlds modern environmental problems began or were intensified by the Industrial Revolution during the 18th & 19th Centuries
Prior to the industrial revolution, people manufactured items in their homes, using mainly hand tools. Industrialisation changed this using machinery, factories and mass production. To sustain output of the factories, natural resources were transformed which reduced the plants valuable natural capital. 
This revolution increased standards of living and has led to the depletion of national resources including water pollution and the increased use of fossil fuels. These negative environmental impacts are now causing climate change and the extinction of species. They threaten the global environment as well as economic and social welfare. 
Also, because of the revolution the use of raw materials, namely coal, oil and iron became available and were used in mass production of goods.  Iron is an abundant but generally non-renewable natural resource that is extracted, concentrated and processed.  This has an impact on the environment.  Mining of minerals also has an extreme impact on our environment.
The fishing industry includes the taking, processing and selling of fish and fish products which are another natural resource. The fishing industry needs to maintain a healthy marine environment around the world as over fishing in larger areas of the oceans reduces the fish population damaging the marine environment. 
The farming industry and agriculture are using fertilizers which again are depleting the insects and have a knock-on effect to the wildlife. Farmers must be responsible for the habitat of their lands. Although there is need to grow more food for an increasing population, it must be in a responsible way that does not have devastating effects. 
We now live in a culture that has been shaped by the forces of industry and we place a value on the consumption of material goods. This has been at a considerable cost to the environment.
Our environment is slowly becoming less green due to industry which is the number one cause. The importance of industry for economic growth can have a significant harm to nature and even to ourselves. 
Edward Burtynsky
Edward Burtynsky is a Canadian photographer and artist. His artwork shows breath-taking landscapes such as quarries that have been affected by industry. The meaning of his work is to reveal the harsh reality of what people never really see or choose to ignore about the results of our consumption. 
I choose this artist because he draws attention to the environmental hazards in the world today. I think the purpose of his work is to encourage viewers to see the way how industry affects the environment. 
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This photograph was taken at a mine in Australia. The image shows a natural landscape that has been affected by human industrialisation. 
The image is visually pleasing because of its contrasting colours, which give a sense of calmness and strongly gets the message of industrialisation across to viewers.
This photograph depicts the rough-hewn tiers of marble quarries and the vibrant layers of open- cast mines which appear fascinating when captured from a distance.
Even though his work shows the negative impact of industrialisation on nature, it also shows beauty within the vastness of the landscape. 
The conflict between the dramatic pull of Burtynsky’s photographs and the controversy of what they capture is the very contradiction that makes his work so gripping.
His photographs of sites where mass human consumption exact a devastating impact on the plant have rarely been shown in such a splendid light.  Although it is difficult to observe Burtynsky makes it even harder to ignore. 

Third Keyword - Conservation
We identify conservation as a wide approach to preserving what is already there and the due care and attention to protecting it for the future. The health of the planet is an important reason for conservation.
Increased human activities in present day, are degrading habitats which has caused many species that were formally common to come near to extinction. Therefore, it is imperative to preserve populations of rare or threated species before it’s too late.
Environmental conservationists understand that the way we live reflects how we feel about the natural world. We only have one planet and we should ensure its protection by a deeper respect and understanding of what nature provides. Our everyday habits should show how much we truly value the things that Earth provides.
Anything we do to protect our planet and conserve its natural resources will allow every living thing can have an improved quality of life. 
Protecting nature is conservation of resources for example air, water, sunlight, land, vegetation, animal life and minerals. All of these come from nature without any intervention from mankind. The lives of human beings as well as other living beings are more comfortable and convenient due to these resources being employed to manufacture various things. As a result, many of these resources are depleting at a fast pace and if it continues this way then the survival of human beings as well as other living beings on Earth would become very difficult.
The environment includes the trees, the oceans and the soil. Trees help to breathe and isolate greenhouse gases that cause the earth to heat up more quickly. They hold soil in place and filter water naturally that has been absorbed into the ground.
Mankind can help in conservation of nature by planting trees, stopping wastage of water and electricity and restricting the use of paper.  
The importance of conservation of natural resources cannot be stressed enough that it is essential for maintaining a balanced environment on earth.
There are many ways to conserve nature including a programme to preserve the wetlands, reduce the use of electricity, save old buildings and many others. 
Conservation of our seas is also essential to ensure long lasting marine life Inconsiderate practices can be seen in the damage caused by our coral reefs. 
Conservation involves government, local people, charities and interest groups working together to ensure resources, the natural landscapes or cultural heritage is conserved for future generations.
Ansel Adams
Ansel Adam was an American photographer and environmentalist who is well known for his black and white landscape photographs. 
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Ansel Adams was a passionate conservationist from a young age and through his Directorship of the Sierra Club was involved in the issues of the environmental policies of the then President of America. Later in his career, Adams, through his books was concerned not only with the art of photography but also raising awareness to preserve the landscape and life it supported.
Through the time Adams spent outdoors, he developed a love of nature and taking of photographs in these places. He acquired wilderness survival skills which allowed him access to some of the most beautiful wild areas. This increased his ambition to promote conservation of wilderness areas.
The purpose of his work was to make viewers think about or question what is happening to landscapes. 
His lasting impact on conservation and recognition of the America West must not be forgotten.
His photographs are often hailed as some of the most important pieces of art in conservation and worldwide history.
He is quoted in his autobiography much later in life, as saying –
“Everything I have done or felt has been in some way influenced by the impact of the natural scene”

Contextualization of Question
I choose environment as a subject to explore because it is a vital part of our life and well-being.  I think it is essential that we take care of our environment as we only have one and without it, we would not survive. If each person made a change in their everyday routine, this would create an impressive result. Regard must be made to our use and availability of material goods which we take for granted. Our continued consumerism as it is at present is causing environmental problems which were now being aware of through media and social networking. 
We must control our appetite for acquiring goods which are not essential but are luxury that our environment can’t really afford. This continued buying and selling is involving larger industries more mass production, and this again is impacting on our environment. We are depleting our oil reserves, gas, coal and other mineral for the sake of merchandises. Our seas are empty of fish and forests are being destroyed. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Governments, industries and all concerned must now take steps to prevent further destruction of our natural resources before its too late. 
Conservation must become a byword for the planet.
How can the plant be saved? What are the alternatives? 
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