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Dear Honorable Judge Lawrence Knipel of the Kings County Supreme Court

I am Shannon Giles, a British mother living in the UK and I am writing to you for the purpose of explaining my views about the five mothers who are suing the state of New York over the issue of mandatory vaccinations. I hope that my letter will help you see my point of view, which I am sure is a view many people from the United Kingdom share. The issue of people being against vaccinations is obviously much more prominent in the United States as there are hundreds of millions more people living in the US than here but the fact that parents who choose to not vaccinate are now being fined $1000 if they are not vaccinated within 48 hours is concerning. I am pro-vaccine and have had my own children vaccinated through our National Health Service so this letter will not be me attempting to convince you to join the anti-vaccination movement but will instead be my attempt to change your mind about the way New York is currently handing the idea of mandatory vaccinations.
As I have previously mentioned, it is within my interest that all children should receive their vaccinations. I believe that there is a very minimal risk, if any, to them unless the child has severe allergies to the substances found in the vaccination itself. I know that one argument for being against vaccines is that diseases such as measles and meningitis are not so bad that they weigh out the possible risks of what the vaccinations can cause. And while the National Health Service website does state that measles is mostly just “unpleasant, but will usually pass within 7-10 days” it does state that there can be serious complications such as infections of the lung or brain. And even without any complications, measles is still a very preventable disease that will lead your child to have a very unpleasant and unnecessary few days. The MMR (measles, mumps and rubella) vaccination is 97% effective once both doses have been taken. Meningitis on the other hand must be treated fast or it will become very serious and possibly lead to septicemia. To achieve the best protection against meningitis you must receive six different vaccinations given at different stages in your life. It has been stated by the Global Health Organisation that people who do not receive their vaccinations are one of the top ten causes of disease in 2019. So to sum it up I believe and the majority of doctors do too that ensuring that you and your children receive all of the essential vaccinations is a low risk and high reward responsibility for every parent able to gain access to them.
The $1000 fine for parents who fail to vaccinate their child is extortionate and while I understand it is because measles has made a huge comeback recently, it is still an extreme amount of money. I do sympathize with the mothers who are suing because they are doing what they believe is best for their children and it is not pleasant for them to be getting a huge fine over their beliefs. I do not know these mothers personally or at all since they are being kept anonymous but there are parents in the United States who may not even be able to afford the vaccinations for their children. According to the Centre for Disease Control (CDC) if one were to get every single vaccination for their child, based on the CDC costs not the private sector costs, it could cost a maximum of almost $2000. The MMR/Varicella (chickenpox) one alone costs $131.40. So a single mother who is reliant on welfare and has no insurance would not be able to suddenly make that kind of money appear within such a short time frame. I realise that the fine is to scare the parents into vaccinations, but it is just going to end up leaving children with no food or clothes money if someone is being forced to pay $131.40 which can often be much more than the parent(s) even have to spend on their weekly shop.
This is why I believe that there should be no fine for these families, I think the families who are significantly less well-off should be offered free vaccinations – or at the very least some kind of means tested subsidiary and the parents offered as much education on the topic as possible. I do think it is necessary to keep the unvaccinated children off school as it is a safety risk both to themselves and the other children since as I stated earlier the MMR vaccine is not 100% effective. I realise that at the moment this fine does not effect me personally, however as I am sure you are aware there have been many cuts in the NHS and I am concerned that it will soon be the case that essential vaccines will start to cost us money directly and will end up leading to more people against immunization and eventually lead to fining just as it has in New York and I am hoping that if you can stop this, then we will be able to follow your example if it ever comes to it.
I hope you will consider my views and I want to thank you for taking time out of your day to read my letter.


Sincerely,
Shannon Giles.
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