Analysing a Picture
(Gordon Childe Skara Brae)



Gordon Childe, a Marxist and Australian born man, professor of archaeology at Edinburgh University from 1927 to 1946. The picture of Childe excavating a Neolithic site at Skara Brae in the 1920s will be analysed using a Holistic approach in the visual analysis.  Looking at the image trying to break down the picture while taking into account the period in time and any social changes that might have occurred since then, looking at Johnson's theory in archaeology using a Heuristic elevation. (is there anything I can detect by my own processual thought).  


[bookmark: _GoBack]At first glance the image seems to be very staged, with a subdivide of the social classes. Even though the women are at the forefront of the picture, all smartly dressed, posing eloquently for the camera, they seem to have a somewhat false staged mannequin look about them. Their attire seems to be very patrician following the doxa of the time. The manual worker stands proudly in the back ground with his broad male stance, giving the camera a masculine hard-working appearance. All of the correctors in the photograph seem to be entrusted to the spot that’s been chosen for them. Gordon Childe is projecting himself from out of the ground, casually posed on a wooden ladder. His attire seems to be very traditional of the time, his stance shows a very dictatorial position.


[bookmark: _Hlk525907579]The image definitely seems to have a praxis based on the structure of the positioning of the people, whether done purposefully or not this could have been done for economic capital, maybe to secure funding from back home, as pictures could have been seen by academics and possibly men of power. Childe wrote about class struggle, “how men continue to embrace their old customs and have an unwilling objection to change their approach to old fashion rules, men cling passionately to old traditions and display an intense reluctance to modify customary modes of behaviours, this has lead to a way of thinking that has stunted the progression of evolutionary thought process”. (Childe. 1936). Childe believes in equality and fair practice, with his Marxist views in this picture it seems to do quite the opposite, using the doxa of the time, possibly for cultural or economic gain. Maybe Childe was looking to segregate the people in order to show his peers and society back home that there is still a social divide between the men and women and of the classes. Another possibility is looking at the man or women who had taken the photos, was this all staged? by him or her, have they staged the scene to make the viewer think in a certain way? That’s a possibility. 





Barthes, Rhetoric of the Image has somewhat conveyed a puzzling way of breaking down the advertisement into meaningful terms, it has made it easier to categorise the image off Childe but there is an uncertainty whether it actually works with his three-class system.  



[bookmark: _Hlk525906887]Johnson says “theory equality cloaks what Marxists see as actual real detachment and bias in gender and wealth” (Johnson. 1999). Even though we have advanced as a civilised society gender and class is still very much at the forefront of modern ways of thinking, so can we interpret archaeology while analysing one picture? There’s a possibility that this could work but more research would have to be done to be a totally convincing argument. 
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