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1. Evaluate the use of different policing models (e.g. problem-oriented policing, predictive policing, intelligence-led policing, reactive policing), and analyse the effectiveness of specific crime prevention initiatives (e.g. Kirkholt Burglary Prevention Project).

In 1829, Sir Robert Peel created the United Kingdom’s first professional and centrally organised Police force, namely the Metropolitan Police based in London. This was shortly followed by the UK Parliament making Policing compulsory throughout England and Wales as well as the creation of local Police forces in 1856. From this point onwards, Policing has been ever evolving, and multiples of models have been developed as a result of the consistently changing patterns of crime, the expectations held towards the police by the general public as well as overall demand. In this essay, I will explain and evaluate multiple policing models, as well as analyse the effectiveness of specific crime prevention initiatives. 

The first model of Policing I will talk about is Problem Oriented Policing. As defined by the College of Policing, problem oriented policing aims to tackle crime by identifying a specific problem, analysing the problem to help understanding, developing an effective method of response and also the assessment of the effects as a result of the response. (College of Policing, 2020) The four elements of Problem Orientated Policing are retrieved from John Eck’s and William Spellman’s SARA Model, standing for Scanning, Analysis, Response and Assessment (Eck & Spellman, 1987). The SARA Model emphasises the need to identify and prioritise problems that require addressing by police, the deep analysis to locate the root cause of those problems, the implementation of an adequate evidence based response by police and the assessment and evaluation of that particular response (The Evidence Based Policing App, 2020) Evidence provided by David Weisburd report that problem oriented policing when implemented to the reduction of targeted crimes and disorder, can produce positive results of effectiveness (Weisburd, et al., 2008) In a report conducted by Anthony Braga, statistics show that the adaptation of problem orientated policing within the area of Boston in the United States, namely Operation Ceasefire, produced a significant reduction in crimes such as gang related violence (Braga, et al., 2001).

The next policing model I will talk about is Predictive Policing. Tim Lau of the Brennan Centre for Justice defines predictive policing as the use of algorithms which are then in turn used to analyse large amounts of information that can be helpful in the use of crime prediction and the prevention of possible crimes in the future (Lau, 2020). It is outlined by Walter Perry that criminal behavioural patterns can be summarised into three parts, those being: criminal and victims will follow common life patterns, that geographic and temporal features can influence the location and timing of common life patterns, and that criminals will look to make rational decisions regarding the act of committing a crime, but will take into account certain factions such as area, target suitability and risk of being caught (Perry, et al., 2013). Predicative Policing can also be used to help utilise tactical deployment of Police Officers. This is supported by a report conducted by Albert Meijer, which states when Police forces look to identify geographical areas that are at risk of high volumes of crime, predictive policing can use historic crime data to help forecast where criminal activity is likely to occur. Therefore, allowing Police forces to allocate support where it is most needed (Meijer & Wessels, 2019). Evidence has been complied by George Mohler, showing algorithmic predictive policing methods that were utilised in Los Angeles, USA resulted in crime predictions becoming twice as likely, as well as doubling the amount of crime prevented (Mohler, et al., 2015)


Thirdly, I will now talk about the Policing model that is Intelligence-led Policing. As defined by the Australian Institute of Criminology, intelligence-led policing is ‘the application of criminal intelligence analysis as a rigorous tool to facilitate crime reduction and prevention through effective policing strategies’ (Australian Institute of Criminology, 2003). The United States Department of Justice states that intelligence led policing also operates in order to assist with identification of any potential victims or repeat offenders, and to then work collaboratively with the community to provide opportunity for the offender to change their behaviour, therefore claiming that intelligence led policing is “a collaborative law enforcement approach combining problem-solving policing, information sharing, and police accountability, with enhanced intelligence operations“ (United States Department of Justice, 2005) Intelligence-led policing can be utilised by using both open source and internal source information. The College of Policing provides examples of both sources, those being social media, newspapers and the community, as well as investigations, observations and surveillance (College of Policing, 2015). The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime details the use of this intelligence, and explains that once it is gathered, it is analysed before it is disseminated for the use of either policy making and planning, community support or the targeting of crime and transnational threats (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 2016). A report conducted by Mohammed Ibrahim Alblooshi outlines the significance in the approach of intelligence led policing, evidencing that the model addresses the need for effective crime control, as well as the encompassment of strategic policing techniques and information sharing amongst partner agencies to help ensure public safety (Mohammed Ibrahim Alblooshi & Kassim, 2022).

The last model I will refer to will be reactive policing. The Department of Justice for the Government of Canada defines reactive policing as the act when police officers respond to specific requests from individuals or groups within the community they serve, therefore encompassing an ‘immediate response to calls’ (Government of Canada, 2002). In a book published by Albert J. Reiss in 1972, Reiss stated that most policing patrols were ‘reactive’, as officers were directed to incidents by members of the public, mostly victims of crime, outside of the policing organisation (Reiss Jr., 1972). A report conducted by Lorraine Mazerolle outlines the public expectations of reactive policing, with these being ‘response policing’ and the need for more police officers, vehicles, and technology to shorten the travel time from dispatch to scene arrival. This report goes on to explain that evidence shows that reduction in response time does not increase the rate of arrest nor reduction in crime (Mazerolle, 2001). Evidenced by Lawrence Sherman, studies show that Police officers can spend up to 14 percent of their working time reactively responding to calls or investigating crime (Sherman, 2013).


The prevention of crime is a staple in which all police forces strive to achieve. It is not uncommon for initiatives to be established in order assist with the reduction of specific types of crime. These initiatives can be set up internally or externally and will often include the assistance of partner agencies. 
In order for an initiative to be effective towards the reduction of crime, it must focus on three key strategies, as outlined by the Scottish Government. These being: the targeting of underlying causes of crime, the deterrence of potential offenders and the ensuring of the cost of offending is greater than its benefits, and finally the increasing of offending difficulty by reducing criminal opportunity (Scottish Government, 2014).

An example of a crime prevention initiative would be the Kirkholt Burglary Prevention Project, which was established in 1985. As outlined in a report conducted by David Forrester, the project was initiated with the aim to reducing burglaries on the Kirkholt Estate in Rochdale, England. The project was supported by Greater Manchester Police, who assisted with the construction of a crime profile for the estate and the creation of a preventative programme involving neighbourhood watch schemes, pre-payment coin metres being removed from addresses and also additional security. (Forrester, et al., 1988). 

Another crime prevention initiative is Operation Ceasefire. This initiative was implemented in May 1996 in Boston Massachusetts as a citywide strategy in order to combat the increase in juvenile and gang related gun crime (Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, 2019). The Northern District of California outlines the strategy in which is adopted in order to attempt in the reduction of gun crime, these being: the analysing of the dynamics of local gun violence, the organisation of a working group that will lead the design and implementation of the strategy, direct communication with those most likely to be offenders of gun crime, the connecting of gang members and juveniles to local employment opportunities, and lastly the strategic building of a local law enforcement partnership (Northern District of California, 2014). Statistics show that Operation Ceasefire had a positive influence on the local community, as reductions in gun homicide were evidenced to be over 60 percent; therefore, having a dramatic impact on the reduction of gun related violence (Matei, et al., 2022). 

The Cardiff Violence Prevention Programme was developed by Dr Jonathan Shepherd from Cardiff University in 1996. Dr Shepherd created the programme in order to ensure that incidents of violence were correctly reported to the relevant authorities, and to ensure that data was effectively shared between these authorities to aid the development of violence prevention (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2021). The Violence Research Group conducted trials which discovered that up to two thirds of violence related hospital treatment was not known by police. It was also discovered that in order for police to have knowledge of violent offenders, the aggrieved party must report the offence, but many do not due to fear of repercussions (Violence Research Group, 2017). The Cardiff Model is made of three key components, those being: the collection of hospital admission data including incident details, the anonymising of information and regular sharing of data with crime analysts, and lastly the information must be translated into violence prevention by a violence prevention board (Public Health England, 2020). Since the implementation of the programme, it has helped facilitate numerous violence solutions, such as environmental changes and deterrents in highly violent areas, various policy changes, as well as some police forces seeing a 32 percent report reduction in violence related injuries (Mercer Kollar & Sumner, 2018). 

To summarise, although there are many different models of policing used in today’s world, I have outlined what I feel are the four main and effective models. Problem Orientated Policing looks to identify a specific issue, and with the use of analysis, to help understand that issue in order to develop a working method of response. The model also includes the opportunity of assessment, therefore providing the ability to reflect and improve where needs be. Predictive Policing looks at the use of information and data in order to help prevent future crime. The type of data used such as geographical data and historical data can be used by police forces to respond to crime prevention. Intelligence led policing uses information sharing as its main tool to help predict and prevent crime occurring. Information sources can vary between open-source and internal-source, and the information provided is analysed before it is used to policy creation, planning, local community support or crime targeting. Reactive policing refers to police forces responding to immediate requests from community groups or individuals, and is quoted to be the most common style of policing patrol. 

Police forces will always look to prevent crime, and this is often seen through the use of crime prevention initiatives. These initiatives will be complied of not only police-representatives, but also partner agencies. Any prevention initiative must look at targeting underlying causes, deterring offenders and also reducing criminal opportunity. I have looked at three examples of crime prevention initiatives, with the first being the Kirkholt Burglary Prevention Project. This was set up with the aim to reduce the number of burglaries on a housing estate in Rochdale, and with the assistance of statistics and data complied by local police, effective deterrents were put in place and showed positive results. Operation Ceasefire was an initiative created to help combat the rising number of gun related violence in Boston, Massachusetts. Local data relating to gun crime was analysed, a working strategy was complied, contact was kept and maintained with likely offenders and employment opportunities provided, all in turn assisted with the reduction in gun related homicides. Lastly, the Cardiff Violence Prevention Programme looked at the low amount of reports made to Police involving violence that required hospital attention. The model that was created displayed an emphasis on data sharing between relevant authorities, as well as data collection of admissions involving violence; all whilst maintaining anonymity. The outcome of the programme has resulted in policy changes to help combat violent crime, as well as environmental changes such as improved street lighting in statistically violent areas. The programme has also had a positive outcome, with a 32 percent report reduction in violence related injuries to police forces. 
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2. Analyse potential links between terrorism and other forms of criminality, and comment upon the potential of an insider threat within the police service.

Terrorism is a form of criminality that can have an effect that can be considered on a global scale. Most, but not all, terrorist attacks have a contributing factor that relates to either a political or extremist motive and therefore opening opportunities for links to other forms of criminality. In this essay, I will talk about the potential links between terrorism and these links, as well as any potential for an insider threat from within the police service. 

As defined by the Terrorism Act 2006, terrorism is any violent act that ‘endangers a person’s life, other than that of the person committing the action, involves serious violence against a person, causes serious damage to property, creates a serious risk to the public’s health and safety or interferes with or seriously disrupts an electronic system’ (Legislation.gov.uk, 2019). In a report conducted by Gus Martin, it is stated that there are eight main terrorist typologies, those being: new terrorism, state terrorism, dissident terrorism, religious terrorism, ideological terrorism, international terrorism, criminal dissident terrorism and lastly, gender selective terrorism (Martin, 2014). Albeit Europol reports that the most common modern day forms of terrorism fall within five classifications; jihadist terrorism, ethno-nationalist and separatist terrorism, left-wing and anarchist terrorism, right-wing terrorism and single-issue terrorism (Europol, 2022).

Radicalisation, which is defined by the European Commission as being a ‘phased and complex process where an individual or group embraces a radical ideology or belief that access, uses or condones violence, including acts of terrorism, to reach a specific political or ideological purpose’ (European Commission, 2022), is a common denominator in terrorism, as modern terrorism has been a number of extreme parallels between radicalisation to jihadist terrorism and radicalisation to either left wing, right wing, nationalist and separatist terrorism (Alonso, et al., 2006).

Jihadist terrorism is explained by Farhad Aran as the consequence of combining Islamic Ideology and the extreme Jihadist interpretation of Islamic texts, where acts of violence are carried out against both combatants and non-combatants, often under the reasoning of defence to Islam or the preservation of Allah (Arian, 2012). By combining Islamism, Jihadism and Terrorism, this has commonly resulted in acts of kidnap, hijacking, assassination, and suicidal bombing, where victims of these disruptive and intentional acts have primarily been of Muslim background (Bakker, 2006) Two of the largest groups that associate themselves with Jihadist terrorism are Al Qaeda and Islamic State. It is stated that Al Qaeda has affiliates in over twenty countries worldwide and play a leading role in insurgencies across the globe. Whilst ISIS has taken control of vast areas of Syria and Iraq mainly through terroristic actions and has gained a military capacity of over two hundred thousand (Habeck, et al., 2015)

Ethno-nationalist terrorism is defined as ‘deliberate violence by a subnational ethnic group to advance its cause’ (Byman, 1998). Ethno-nationalist terrorism is referred to by Ketevan Chakhava as ‘one of the most widespread types of terrorism’, as well as states that ethno-nationalist terrorism is often fuelled by the contradiction between human rights and the state’s integrity (Chakhava, 2022) There are two main groups in which ethno-nationalist terrorism can fall within, the first group refers to those who fight in order to bring an end to some form of colonial status, and the second group refers to those who fight for independence in relation to their state border (Loris, 2016). Separatist terrorism is the act of using terror in order to create a new state, or in some cases, the joining of two new states who share similar views in separatism (Encyclopedia.com, 2022). The motivations of ethno-nationalist and separatist terrorism groups tend to be religion, ethnicity, and nationalism, and will also consist of elements of either left- or right-wing ideologies (Europol, 2017).

Left-wing and anarchist terrorism is seen by the Office of National Intelligence as ‘domestic violent extremists who oppose any forms of capitalism, corporate globalization, and governing institutions, which are perceived as being harmful to society’ (Office of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI), 2021) ‘Anarchist Violent Extremists (AVE)’ was a term coined by the United States Government in order to separate violent extremists from those who hold anarchist views which are constitutionally protected (National Counterterrorism, Innovation, Technology and Education Centre, 2021). Those who support the movements of the left-wing tend to harbour the notion of being victims of a capitalist society and are motivated by the idea of liberating those who fall within that society. Those within the left-wing will attempt to make people question their acceptance of a profit-seeking and commercial lifestyle (McCloskey & Chong, 1985).

The right-wing or far right, is defined by Dr Julian Lewis as an ‘umbrella term’ that encapsulates those who have a critical political outlook that relates matters such as immigration, race and culture. The right-wing will tend to also hold the opinion of western civilisation being under threat from those who are not native (Lewis, 2022). A defining characteristic of those that fall within the bracket of the far-right is ‘a narrative of racial and/or cultural threat to a ‘native’ group arising from perceived alien groups within a society’ (Lee, 2019). Extremism related to the right-wing shows relation to antisemitism, racism, and xenophobia, therefore creating a threat against them. This ‘threat’ is often seen by the far-right as someone who is actively working against their nation, culture, or race. Common targets to the far-right are immigrants, those of an ethnic or religious minority and the left-wing (Jupskås & Segers, 2020)


Singe Issue Terrorism is defined by G. Davidson Smith as being ‘extremist militancy on the part of groups or individuals protesting a perceived grievance or wrong usually attributed to governmental action or inaction’ (Smith, 1990). Acts of single issue terrorism will look to focus on specific issues, rather than issues that are more encompassing such as politics or religion (Combating Terrorism Centre, 2017). Typical examples of issues that relate to acts of single issue terrorism would be animal rights, environmentalism and abortion (Smith, 1998). 

In order to link terrorism to other forms of criminality, we must first understand why these links are structured in the first place. As referenced by Yvan Dandurand and Vivienne Chin, those who engage in the acts of terrorism sometimes lack the presence of support, therefore can turn to conventional crimes in order to financially support themselves and their activity. It is also referenced that human exploitation, trafficking and the participation of illicit markets are common acts in which terrorists conduct to procure themselves (Dandurand & Chin, 2004). 

Europol outline that it is often noted in serious acts of terrorism that perpetrators are often involved within the markets for the trafficking of drugs, firearms, and forged documents (Europol, 2017). Delphine Schantz evidences that human trafficking is a extremely profitable resource for organised crime, stating that the estimated annual profits from the market of human exploitation is approximately $150 billion (Schantz, 2018). In a report conducted by Elsie Gonzalez, it is stated that terrorist groups will often abduct and traffic women and girls in order to either be used as concubines by members of the terrorist group, or they are sold to wealthy individuals to be used as sex slaves – all organised by the terrorist group themselves (Gonzalez, 2013). The United Nations have outlined a nexus between human trafficking and terrorism, stating that it is strategically used by groups to advance ideology, intimidate populations, institutionalise sexual violence and slavery, and to incentivize and bolster recruitment (United Nations, 2020). 

As stated by Katharine Petrich, terrorist groups will use firearms as a tool of violence, as well as a form of currency. Transactions involving firearms often involve states, but a large number of available illicit firearms are left over from various conflicts – which then creates an opportunity for terrorist groups to act upon by diverting, using and selling these firearms to either support their movements physically or financially (Petrich, 2022). The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime outlines that terrorist groups will often look to utilise both manufactured and improvised firearms within their movements, with manufactured firearms being categorised as being either small arms, medium sized infantry weapons, or heavy infantry weapons (The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 2022)

It is outlined by the UK Government that as of March 2022, police forces across the United Kingdom employ a total of 365,457 people within their ranks, being split between full time officers and full time police staff (GOV.UK, 2022) Every applicant must be granted vetting clearance before being employed by a police force, and it is explained by Lauren Nickolls that within the vetting process, factors such as honesty, integrity, reliability and suitability should all be assessed, as well as employment history, financial vulnerability, previous criminal history, relatives or associations deemed as a ‘risk’, and social media usage (Nickolls, 2022). But as of recent times, the vetting process employed by the Police has come under scrutiny, with evidence to suggest that background checks are not thorough enough, with Counter Terrorism Policing (CTP) stating that they are ‘aware’ of the potential risks within policing in reference to being exposed or influenced by right-wing extremist ideologies, both in their line of service or in their routine lives (Jaques, 2022). In a report released by the Intelligence and Security  Committee of Parliament, it is noted that terrorists from within the far-right movement often display an avid interest in law enforcement organisations, and again highlights the lack of thorough background checks within the vetting process in relation to police recruitment (Intelligence and Security Committee of Parliament, 2022). An example of both insider threat within the police service and the lack of thorough background checks, is the case of Benjamin Hannam (The Guardian, 2021). As reported by the Crown Prosecution Service, Hannam was a 22-year-old probationary police officer serving with the London Metropolitan Police, who was found to be a secret member of ‘National Action’, a far-right neo-Nazi extremist group (Crown Prosecution Service, 2021). 

To summarise, terrorism is a threat to humanity on a global scale, mainly with undertones of a political or extremist background. In this modern day, terrorism is categorised into five brackets, those being: jihadist terrorism, ethno-nationalist and separatist terrorism, left-wing and anarchist terrorism, right-wing terrorism, and single-issue terrorism. Each bracket having their primary motives towards causing acts that can endanger life, cause serious damage to property, cause serious risk to public health, or seriously disrupt an electronic system. Radicalisation is the act commonly used by terrorist groups, which is a process where a person is phased into embracing a radical ideology or belief that matches those of the group. Terrorist groups will often branch into other criminal markets such as human exploitation and trafficking in order to fund their operations. Due to the widely covered poor standard of vetting within police force recruitment, an insider threat within the police service is not unheard of. It has been stated that the background checks conducted by police forces are not thorough enough, and this is evidenced by the highly coveted case of Benjamin Hamman, who was employed by the Metropolitan Police as a Police Constable whilst being a serving member of a neo-nazi extremist group. 
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