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Dear Ben,
Thank you very much for this comparison work. You have indeed done some very interesting comparison between the two faiths of Christianity and Daoism, however, it is not always very clear for people to see how your comparisons relevant to your central theme: Major differences between Christian and Daoist understandings of life and death. 

In order to strengthen the argument of your central theme, the essay need to pay more attention on the following aspects:
1. It is essential to show the reader that how your topic question (different understanding of life and death in Christianity and Daoism) is manifested through your detail discussions. You cannot presume that people know what you are talking about, you need to give a clear guidance to the reader for what is you talking about. Your topic question as the central theme of your essay need to be in the main focus point throughout your essay, from the beginning to the end. You did not do very well in this aspect. 
2. You should to provide a clear statement on what is your central argument and how will you organize the unfolding of your central argument in the introduction part of your essay.  
3. There should be an explanation on what you are going to do and how the discussion you are going to do is related to your central topic before any your discussion is  started. Your discussion point sometimes are very good, but it is pity that you did not give explanation (you don't need a whole paragraph, sometimes, you only need to provide a sentence to explain how your discussion is related to your topic question). For detail comments, please go to your marked essay content).
4. There is no clear view on which part of your discussion is on the life part of topic, and which part is on the death part of your topic. You need make it very clear.
5. Both your reference and bibliography is bad and far from sufficient. There is no other researchers researches support any your argument throughout your essay. 
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Compare and examine the major differences between the Christian and the Daoist understandings of life and death


It is my opinion that it is the beliefs that make up the core of a society, more so than its iconography, history, or media, that define the perception of a nation. The underlying principles that define a system of belief reveal that which is most important to the society it belongs to, and play a large part in shaping the way a culture forms and develops. Even in the circumstances where the moral standards set by a particular ideology are not met, I believe that the aspirations put forth shed more light on a people’s identity than their failings do, as worthwhile a topic of discussion as they are in other circumstances. For this reason, I think there is merit in the comparison of two nations by examining the beliefs that shaped them. In the modern day, it is clear that China is taking a more and more prominent place on the world stage as it enters a period of unprecedented open trade, cultural exchange, international co-operation and worldwide cultural relevance. The differences in belief and culture between the East and the West – vague terms though they may be – is a topic that has entered the cultural consciousness with a relevance it hasn’t had in many years. Therefore, it is my opinion that an examination of some of the values that have shaped and influenced these two societies is more valid and useful than ever before.	Comment by Yanxia Zhao: It is essential for you to add references of your own research to support your statement	Comment by Yanxia Zhao: 	Comment by Yanxia Zhao: How this discussion related to your topic: Christian and Daoist understanding of life and death?	Comment by Yanxia Zhao: It would be much better if you have stated out your own viewpoint on the  essay topic you have chosen and gave a summary on how will you display your central argument through various comparisons. It is essential to show people how do you use the comparison between Daoist understanding of Dao and Christian understanding of to support your supposed central discussion on the life and death in Daoism and Christianity. 


An important opening distinction to make is to highlight the differences between the ideas of God in the Christian faith and the Dao in Daoism. From an outside perspective, it might be easy to assume that due to the shared characteristics between these two ideas, they fulfil the same role within their respective belief systems. Both exist eternally in both a physical and spiritual sense, and as such, both represent a guiding presence both in life and death. Similarly, both God and the Dao are accredited with being the source of all creation, and furthermore, both represent an ultimate knowledge and wisdom in their own way. However, it is vital to understand that the namesakes of these two beliefs are fundamentally different in a way that deeply influences our understanding of their principles. First and foremost, in the Christian faith God is understood to be a wilful creator, a perceiving being, and a single consciousness infinitely more complex and encompassing than our own, though none the less active. In the body of Jesus Christ, the God of the Christian faith has a physical form through which He actively engaged with the world to enact His will, apart from the capacity He is seen to have for supernatural divine intervention. The Dao, meanwhile, is in no way seen as an individual. Literally speaking, it can be translated as ‘the way’, although to assume the Dao is merely an ideology that human beings can follow would be to miss the greater picture. To Daoists, the Dao is the ancestor of our universe, and in this way can be considered a ‘creator’, but rather than a wilful creative mind, the Dao is seen as the source of all things, the raw creativity and energy from which Earth, Heaven, nature and humanity springs. It is a concept too abstract to fully describe with language, and within Chinese philosophy, this is addressed with the wisdom that not only does language limit knowledge, but that the knowledge which cannot be expressed in language is the truest and most important knowledge to understand, and that to know the Dao, it must be experienced rather than simply explained. Rather than being seen as one entity, believers view the Dao as both mother and father of all things via many different expressions; whilst the Dao exists outside of time and is the source of all things much like the Christian God, in Daoism, this creative force is simply one expression of the Dao as a raw chaos or energy from which balance, life, death and nature spring, each of which is itself subject to a Dao. To further explain this abstract and difficult to grasp concept, we can compare the idea of ‘intervention’ or divine power in the two faiths; within Christianity, it is understood that God, being all-powerful, all-knowing, and outside of time, has the ability to change the world as He sees fit, to supernaturally intervene in the lives of the people He created. This is an idea of one divine individual enacting an active willpower on the world. However, in Daoism, it could be said that every aspect of life is in a way its own dao – that is to say, a Daoist can follow a dao or ‘way’ of politics, a dao of love, a dao of self-cultivation – and in this way the Dao does not influence the universe so much as the universe follows the Dao as the natural order. This means that the Dao isn’t actively changing the world from outside of time, but rather, the best and most natural order of the universe is for humanity to follow the natural balance and rhythm of the Earth, the Heavens, and the Dao. It is an idea that connotes harmony, balance, and peace, rather than that of divine intervention. Finally, one absolutely crucial difference between Christianity and Daoism is the idea of ‘worship’; in many ways it goes without saying that Christians worship their God as a loving creator, all-powerful individual, and as the source of the divine, eternal soul within each human being. I do not believe it can be said that Daoists truly worship the Dao, in the sense of praising it as though it were a conscious entity that could appreciate their love and adoration. Rather, Daoists celebrate the Dao, and participate in it by the cultivation of their mind, their body, and their relationship with the Earth, so that rather than offering their love and worship to a divine being, they spend their energy on cultivating balance, on following the natural way of things, and on understanding their place within the grand scheme of the universe. To sum up this crucial difference in a more succinct fashion, I would like to say that Christians look up towards their God, whereas Daoists look inwards towards themselves, and outwards towards the world and their place in it.	Comment by Yanxia Zhao: why you discuss these two concepts of Dao in Daoism and God in Christianity? How your discussion on these two concepts relate to your topic: different understanding of Life and Death in Daoism and Confucianism? 
You need to make a very clear expression on the relationship between your discussion here and your essay topic. 
	Comment by Yanxia Zhao: It is good to see you have indeed tried to connect your topic 'life and death' into your discussion on God and Dao. But this is not sufficient. More expression on how can you develop such an connection is needed here.  	Comment by Yanxia Zhao: it is good to see your comparison of Christian view on God and Daoist view on Dao to be unfolded through 3 aspects, however, it would be much better if you can separated the discussion on the three aspects of comparison in a more clarified manner and make it relevant to your topic in a more clearer way.


An interesting place to progress when examining the two ideologies of Christianity and Daoism that have in many ways influenced the culture of both the West, which is to say European and American culture, and the East respectively, that is East Asia and more specifically China, is to look at the idea of hierarchy. This is important because at a fundamental level, this defines one’s place in the universe, and in large part offers a degree of meaning or purpose for one’s life overall. Consider these two passages from the Christian Bible and the Daodejing, one of the most important sources of Daoist wisdom and belief credited to the 6th century philosopher and teacher, Laozi.	Comment by Yanxia Zhao: 	Comment by Yanxia Zhao: How this comparison of hierarchy related to your topic discussion on life and death of Christianity and Daoism. You cannot presume your reader know the reason why do you make such an comparison, you have to explain the reason by yourself.

‘Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”’[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Genesis 1:26, NIV] 



‘Humans follow the principle of Earth, Earth the Heaven, Heaven the Dao, Dao the natural order.‘[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Daodejing, Chapter 25] 


These two statements underline the nature of hierarchy in both Christianity and Daoism; the Book of Genesis states that God created the universe we live in as a separate realm from that of His own, and, having created the physical world, created mankind as beings characteristic of the spiritual realm to have dominion over the physical world. This interpretation suggests that humanity’s place on Earth is inherently dualistic; we are made of the physical matter of the universe just as the Earth is, and yet within us is a special element of the divine, understood as the ‘soul’ in Christian theology, that sets us apart from the purely physical realm of the Earth and entitles us to a dominion over and responsibility for the created world. The hierarchy this constitutes is one in which both God and the realm of the spiritual is at the top in terms of importance, power, knowledge and respect, mankind is below God as being both part of the created world and partly divine, and the Earth is below mankind as both a gift and responsibility of care. Compare this with the drastically different hierarchy of the Daoist faith; firstly, we see humanity at the bottom of the hierarchy. This immediately shifts the tone of the hierarchical structure and can be interpreted in two ways; firstly, in contrast to the idea of humanity being above the Earth and thus entrusted with a responsibility to take care of it, there is nothing below humanity in the Daoist faith, suggesting our most important duty of care is to ourselves, and that the Earth above us deserves our reverence. Secondly, in the same way as God is seen as being above mankind, in the Daoist faith the Earth itself is above humanity, which suggests that not only are humans following the principles of the natural world, but that the natural world also is in a position to care for humanity. The Daoist hierarchy offers another sharp contrast; as we might expect, above both humanity and the Earth, we find Heaven, the realm of the spiritual and immortal, which in the Christian faith represents both the dwelling place of God and the resting place of souls after death, and yet here we see Heaven itself is said to follow the Dao. This might seem strange without an understanding of the ways in which the Dao differs from Christian ideas of God and the divine, and yet within this context, it exposes a key difference between the two faiths, which is the place of humility within hierarchy. In the Christian faith, one gets the impression that one shows humility to those one is below, and expects humility from those below oneself; the Earth is humbled by the dominion of mankind, and mankind is humbled before God, who, eternally at the top of the hierarchy, deserves ultimate respect and reverence in His theological perfection. However, within the Daoist faith, even the entities analogous to the divine of Christianity, the eternal spiritual beings, show humility as they continue to follow the Dao and continue to grow, and then, to further accentuate the more cyclical nature of the Daoist worldview, we see that the Dao itself simply follows along with what is natural. The image this creates is one of every being in the hierarchy humbly following along with the natural way of things, every being taking care of itself and likewise looking forward towards further growth, further wisdom, and a greater understanding of the Dao from which all originate and in which all things find stillness and peace. It illuminates the Daoist view of humanity’s place in the universe, which is one of humility and learning, and yet, one of importance none the less, one in which our place on Earth is an intrinsic part of the natural way of things, and in which by following the Dao we become more and more in tune with the true nature of the universe, which is to say, at its core, the true ‘way’ or Dao. It is taught that some of the immortal beings who dwell in the Heavens are human individuals who have become so aligned with the Dao that they have ascended to an immortal position as part of the Way. Nature, the universe, humanity’s lace in it, and the Dao all form one holistic reality within Daoism, a reality in which each part is important and balanced, necessary and always growing; it is a perspective that considers both humanity and nature in constant transformation, following the natural order of things that we find in the Dao, which is a major contrast with the more distinct hierarchy of order in the Christian faith.	Comment by Yanxia Zhao: 	Comment by Yanxia Zhao: 	Comment by Yanxia Zhao: 	Comment by Yanxia Zhao: 


An interesting and brief comparison to be made is that for all the differences I’ve noted, Daoism and Christianity share some of their views on sex and relationships. In both beliefs – and in contrary to the secular perspective on sex as one of the more purely physical, bestial aspects of our modern lives – sex is seen as something inherently spiritual; in Christianity, it represents not only the joining of a married couple but also a joining of their souls, a way of signifying the idea that two individuals are bound as a partnership on a spiritual level. Likewise, in Daoism sex is seen as an expression of harmony between a couple, and in this pursuit of harmony, they are following the Dao and embracing a virtuous aspect of their earthly being. Sex in both cases is celebrated as a spiritual act, in Christianity as a gift from God to enjoy between a couple, and in Daoism as a natural part of being and flowing in the Dao; in both cases, there is an emphasis on the idea that children are best brought into the world through harmony. However, there is one important distinction to be made that leans into another major difference between the two faiths; Daoism uniquely teaches the value of sex as a physical act through which one can foster one’s good health, and in the extensive ancient teachings on sex we see the belief that through the wise practice of physical exercises, one’s health, energy, and longevity can be improved.	Comment by Yanxia Zhao: 	Comment by Yanxia Zhao: Again, this is another very good point of discussion. what is lack here is a explanation for how this comparison related to your topic.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Here we touch upon part of Daoism that is wholly unique from Christianity, and indeed, from the other widely practiced ideologies in China, Buddhism and Confucianism; the element of ‘Yangsheng’. Dr Kevin Chen helpfully translates and defines the ideas of ‘yang’ – meaning to nurture or nourish – and ‘sheng’ – meaning life or vitality – as the practice of ‘fostering health and well-being by nurturing body, mind and spirit in harmony with the natural rhythms, and with universal laws.’[footnoteRef:3] In Christianity, a living person is one with a body and soul, and a dead person is simply a body whose soul has moved on to the afterlife. In Daoism, one can almost compare this idea to that of ‘yuan qi’, or life force, except for the fact that one’s energy, life force, or ‘qi’ is much more complex than the binary idea of a soul. One of the pursuits of Daoism is to nurture the qi one is born with, to grow and maintain its balance, and to nourish one’s body and mind with good, healthy qi. Unlike a soul, which is a divine, distinct entity, in Daoism, one’s qi determines many things, such as one’s sense of peace, one’s health, one’s contentment, and one’s alignment with the true Dao. Daoist practices such as the increasingly famous ‘tai qi’ are part of a set of ancient teachings designed to strengthen the ‘zheng’ or ‘healthy’ qi in one’s body, and to ensure the proper balance of the equally important yin qi and yang qi. They also serve to limit the ‘xie’ or ‘unhealthy’ qi in one’s being, and in doing so with an incredibly detailed knowledge of the way in which breathing, exercise, and proper energy meridians affect one’s qi, they nurture the health of the body and mind, which in turn increases longevity. This is an incredibly important distinction between the two faiths; in Christianity, the soul, which is a part of the heavenly divine, is housed by the body and yet separate from it. It has no real bearing on one’s body, and remains in a constant state. In Daoism, the qi of one’s body is always fluctuating, and more importantly, is deeply affected by one’s actions, thoughts, and practices. This highlights what I consider to be the most significant difference between Christianity and Daoism. Christianity is solely external; salvation, peace, growth and well-being are all bestowed by God through Jesus, and the active participation of a Christian is communication with God in prayer; it is fundamentally about reliance on God for one’s spiritual and earthly affairs. Meanwhile, in Daoism, we see a much greater focus on self-reliance; it is the way in which your life is led that determines the strength of your life force, the health of your body, the longevity of your life, and the extent to which you are following the natural Dao of the universe. The wisdom of Daoism is in actively bringing balance and peace to your life, and, by practicing the teachings and beliefs of the faith, follow one’s own true path. This difference affects every part of the lives of Daoists and Christians worldwide, and in a small way can be highlighted in health; a Christian who becomes sick may pray to God for Him to heal their body, or to show them what it is they can learn from their sickness, or ask how they can serve their purpose in illness, whereas, a Daoist who becomes sick may turn to the principles of Yangsheng, may study the health-related wisdom of ancient sages, and attempt to discover how they can not only cure their sickness, but also how they can nourish their inner energy, how they can nurture their ‘de’(锝) or ‘inner force’, to improve their health so that they do not become sick in the future. The life of a Christian is spent almost in preparation for the afterlife, and in contrast, the life of a Daoist is almost a more gradual shift inwards towards greater peace, greater balance, greater alignment with the Dao, so that upon death, the physical body is left behind while one’s inner being and one’s qi become part of the Dao. If I can re-iterate, the Christian spirituality looks upward and outward to God and one’s neighbours, whereas the Daoist faith tends towards looking inwards to better follow the Dao, and back to historical Chinese wisdom.	Comment by Yanxia Zhao: Should be 德 [3:  Kevin W. Chen, What is Yangsheng] 
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NB; Due to the inherently interpretive nature of the text, I have used portions of the Daodejing both from Roberts’ translation and interpretations found in course materials.
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