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Title
A Scoping Review of Whether the Shortage of School Placements for Children with Special Educational Needs is Affecting Their Learning, Development, and Mental Health
Identifying Themes Using Aveyard’s Simplified Thematic Analysis



Background and rationale
According to the Alliance for Inclusive Education (ALLFIE), despite the growing demand the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) system in England, designed to support children and young people faces consistent challenges (Olafimihan, 2024). Statistics show that since 2024 there are 5.6% more pupils with special educational needs (SEN) in 2025 (Gov.uk, 2025). The factors that lead to crisis in SEND are the underfunding, the delays or inconsistent quality of Education Health and Care Plans (EHCPs), and the lack of sustainable school placements (Olafimihan, 2024). Between 2023 and 2024 there were 4,600 complains about education representing 26% of all the complaints received overall (LGO, 2024). 
These inadequacies have a disastrous impact on children as education is one of the factors that plays a significant role in wellbeing (Wilson Fadiji & Lomas, 2024). This scoping review will analyse how the lack of school placements for children with SEN is affecting their wellbeing.
Research aim and objectives
The aim of this scoping research is to individuate and analyse the existing studies of the impact unsuitable school placements for SEND individuals in the UK has on their wellbeing.
Three objectives were defined:
1. Identify the existing literature and establish the key existing themes.
2. Examine practical application within the UK educational field.
3. Identify the gaps in research that require attention. 
Methodology
Aveyard’s (2024) simplified thematic analysis will guide this scoping review from the definition of the research question to the selection of relevant literature based on criteria to support data collection and analysis. 
Research question: What is the impact of the shortage of school placements on the learning, development, and mental health for children with SEN?
Inclusion criteria: The research will include studies published in English within the last 10 years about SEND education, and website from the related UK organisation.
Exclusion criteria: There will be excluded from the research non-peer reviewed articles. 
Data collection: The data will be collected online from different databases: Google Scholar, PubMed, Health Data Research Getaway, NHS Research Authority through key terms such as “SEND children,” “education.” 
Data analysis: Aveyard’s (2023) simplified thematic framework will help reviewing the studies through key words and themes to obtain an interconnected input and provide recommendations.
Expected outcomes
The scoping review will produce a thematic map of how shortage of school placements affects the educational development and wellbeing of SEND children with focus on gaps that require attention.
Ethical considerations
The scoping review will remain ethical by ensuring that the research studies analysed are guided by ethical principles. All the data collected will be appropriately cited to maintain transparency and academic integrity. 
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