In this essay I will be discussing the “Joker” Archetype or otherwise known as the Jester Archetype by Carl Jung. I will be exploring what the Joker archetype is and how it is a perfect representation of modern social issues. As well as this I will answering the question of how the Joker (2019) tackles these issues of classism and the perspective of people suffering from mental health and how they are treated and represented throughout the film. Lastly, I will also be giving a social critique of the Joker looking at how the film itself critiques the current social climate.

First, we need to understand what the Joker/Jester archetype is and what are the social connotations behind it. Carl Jung the man behind the philosophy of the Jester Archetype believed that the Jester Archetype was a powerful character with sheer brilliance and intelligence who manipulates and goes against the system. Masking his campy or clown like behaviour over his true inner intentions. The Joker not only as a comic book character but in the Joker (2019) fits this archetype perfectly even twisting and perfecting it into its own archetype. Arthur Fleck is a man who is looked down at constantly throughout the film and never once taken seriously by any of his peers. Masking his inner thoughts and feelings through pained expressions and forced smiles and it’s because of this that everyone always looked down at the man. It’s only towards the end of the film do these masked thoughts and feelings he kept hidden finally become clear to everyone in Gotham when he states his true reasons for killing a group of rich kids and why he originally came onto Murray’s talk show. This is then further shown when he shoots the man in cold blood. You can see through the dialogue of the script and the facial expressions of Arthur that this is not something that he wants to do necessarily. He shakes, gets scared over the things he does at first showing us the audience that this is being brought out of him by force with how the society around him mistreats him. These actions are of a man who stands up to the injustices in society, but he is no way a good guy. 

Joker (2019) is a very apparent social commentary on a multitude of things especially on the treatment of the underclass and the class imbalance. Arthur Fleck is in no way presented as the “good guy” throughout the film in fact quite the opposite the audience is at a safe distance from Arthur and his actions are always presented as sadistic, creepy or psychotic. This however is only from our point of view as the audience and the eventual perspective of the people of Gotham. However, to the voiceless and unheard underclass of Gotham this man later becomes the voice that finally makes the upper-class citizen’s listen. That is why at the very end of the film he is lifted in the air and praised as a hero which only goes to show the class imbalance and how oppressed the underclass truly were in the film. Throughout the film we are also shown the terrible and neglective treatment of Arthur’s mental health, health care of course in the US is not a free right which the movie tackles and makes comments on in Joker. The same is applied to Gotham in the Joker as Arthur Fleck’s mental health is not properly treated and he is never taken as seriously as he should be with funding for the mental health soon running out and the “help” Arthur receives stops. This of course sets something off in Arthur as he suddenly begins to realise the society, he lives in truly doesn’t care about him or his condition. In terms of mental health care here in the UK it is a much different story but for the US where such basic human rights are the expense of your own money. The film is very deadest on showing how neglective that type of society is towards those who can’t afford healthcare as is the situation with Arthur’s mother. Arthur develops a hatred for Thomas Wayne (One of the richest men in the city and a very influential figure for the upper-class) for not funding his mother’s healthcare as she was one of his maids previously. This creates a very clear class structure of the rich not caring about the lower class and only funding those types of things when it benefits them. All this would eventually lead up to what is presented as the underdog of society against the arrogant rich people of Gotham. 
Through his actions and words, the Joker highlights the tensions between individualism and conformity, freedom and order, and power and powerlessness in society. Ultimately, the Joker serves as a mirror that reflects the darker aspects of human nature and the latent social commentaries that underlie them. It’s only when Arthur Fleck goes to the extreme of killing three young rich men that the members of the underclass in society begin to revolt. This was only but a small spark, but it was enough to light the anger and repressed feelings towards the higher ups in Gotham. The same could be said for our own society in fact it did happen in our own society when George Floyd was wrongfully killed by police officers. This small injustice and flaw in our system and the very people who are meant to protect was enough for people to stand up and call out the injustice in the system. The Joker of course could not have predicted such a thing would happen but considering a lot of the social themes explored in the film are so close to home with our own society it couldn’t be helped. The Joker archetype pushes and calls out the injustices in society behind a mask chaos. An odd but effective archetype to push a narrative of a deeply flawed society and as much as we’d hate to admit it Arthur Fleck/The Joker represents the worst aspects in not only our society but ourselves also. That is no differently presented through the Joker (2019) he kills people who hates and openly stalks people he cares about with the girl next door and with Thomas Wayne. These are very evil deep desires within society and Arthur Fleck awakens them unintentionally in people through his acts of violence reported by the media. 

In conclusion to answer the question of this essay of how the Joker Archetype is a perfect representation of modern social issues. The Joker (2019) does this by presenting Arthur as a very mistreated and mentally ill man who is neglected by society and those even close to him. The people around slowly push him over the edge to eventually call out the “society that abandons him and treats him like trash.” Arthur doesn’t fit the Joker archetype in the beginning but as the film slowly progresses, we slowly see Arthur fit this archetype and it is done amazingly through slowly built-up plot threads, actions and facial expressions. At the end of the film, we finally know Arthur as the Joker we’ve all come to know his social opinions and his own thoughts and feelings finally let loose in one night giving to the rise of “underdog.” The joker displays all the corruptions and latent evil desires in not only humanity but our society as well. A man who was never taken seriously and tossed aside like trash who then eventually finally became heard once he took the life of Murray a man who seemed to manipulate and poke fun at Arthur throughout the film. Never taking him seriously from the start but suddenly revealing to Murray that he was the man behind the chaos and the murders all along. This action then leads to rise in outrage and riots as Arthur suddenly lights latent social issues laying deep in their society. He represents the unheard issues of society and the voiceless working class who can’t affect or make a change on how they live. To quote living life fearless “The Joker quickly rises to become a symbol of protest for the society. It’s quite uncanny as in how people select the questionable Joker and more importantly the Jester as an authority for themselves” 
The Joker was a pure representation of how the working class and oppressed had felt deep down towards the richer people in Gotham very similar to the George Floyd situation. A similar one to one on people being sick and tired of the current system with one big last straw setting off those who had kept quiet for too long. He represents those who are constantly mistreated for their mental health, and he represents the injustice to the working class and benefits class systems. Every bit of subtly is so amazingly delivered in the Joker (2019) on everything wrong with our current social climate and it does not shy away from it.  
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