Great Heathen Army Video Essay 
The television show “Vikings” is a pseudo-historical mess of Viking history written by Michael Hirst. it is known for altering events in history and the people who were there, alongside its action scenes. In this essay we will examine a set of scenes from the second half of the 4th season which portrays a dramatized version of the great heathen army and its assault on England in 865ace and would capture most of east England with the acceptation of Wessex. Two factors will be assessed in order to identify how accurate the portrayal of these events are to what we understand of the time period, these will be context and Historical evidence. This essay however does not cover the historical inaccuracies surrounding clothing through the series. 
	  First, we must examine the context for these events in history and in “Vikings” in order to assess the accuracy of these battles. In “Vikings” this conflict begins after the death of Ragnar Lothbrok by the hands of King Aelle of Northumbria. This event is also seen in the Norse sagas however, these are not perfect historical documents as the “Saga of Ragnar Lodbrok” was written in the 13th Century well after the end of the Viking era. In the Saga of Ragnar Lodbrok It is said that he died after being captured and tortured by King Aelle. He is then said to have thrown Ragnar into a pit of snakes at which point Ragnar would shout -
“How the little piggies will squeal, if they knew what the old boar is going through.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  “The Sagas of Ragnar Lodbrok” pg120] 

These events are also portrayed in the 4th season of “Viking” with a slightly modernised touch to this line as well as altering many of the events to suit the narrative for television. 
This line brings us nicely towards the main characters associated with the great heathen army, the sons of Ragnar. Here we see a more distinguishable gap between fiction and historical evidence. In “Vikings” there are five sons of Ragnar, these being Bjorn Ironside, Ivar the Boneless, Sigurd Snake-in-the-Eye, Hvitserk, and Ubbe. However, from the evidance we have Ragnar had three children not five and only two of these shown in “Vikings” are sons of Ragnar these being Ubbe and Ivar.[footnoteRef:2]  Ubbe and Ivar the Boneless alongside their brother Halfdan Ragnarson where the leaders of the great heathen army.[footnoteRef:3] In Vikings King Aelle is killed soon into the invasion of England in Vikings after his armies defeat he is dragged by a chariot to that place of Rangers death where he is swiftly executed by the debated act of blood eagle, a process where the back of the person is flayed with the skin spread out under the to resemble eagle wings, then the ribs are broken to expose the lungs at which point they are laid over the victims shoulders resembling a bloody eagle.[footnoteRef:4] This event is notable due to there being many different interpretations of Aelle’s death. Norse sources suggest that this is semi-accurate to the historical death of Aelle despite British sources suggesting that Aelle died in battle.[footnoteRef:5] Despite the possibility of this event occurring there is still a large disparity in time as this even would take place around 2 years after the invasion of the great heathen army, whereas in “Vikings” This event would take place in the first few days of the invasion. They also notably do not include Edmund of East Anglia who in history attempted to appease the Vikings but after the failure of these appeasements he would be tortured and beheaded in November 869ace 8 months after King Aelle. This event instead is replaced by the death of King Ecgberht of Wessex (Grandfather of Alfred the Great and Aethelred) who in reality died some 20 years before the invasion of the great heathen army.[footnoteRef:6] This is a large issue with the series as it on many occasions alters the people involved in certain events alongside distorting time periods to suit its narrative, whilst attempting to add a historical feel. [2:  "Ragnar Lothbrok". Encyclopedia Britannica]  [3:  MacNeill, Ryan, (2019)]  [4:  Ellard, Donna Beth, (2014)]  [5:  Cannon, John Ashton, (2004)]  [6:  MacNeill, Ryan, (2019)] 

In conclusion, “Vikings” portrayal of the great heathen army can in no way be called historically accurate with many events being fabricated or under massive academic scrutiny. The altering of past events also effects the accuracy of “Viking” as there are far too many instances where historical figures are replaced by other members of their family from differing time periods. Despite this “Vikings” itself is an exciting action drama series that is enjoyable despite the massive inaccuracies and changes to history for a narrative purpose. To summaries “Vikings” is an enjoyable semi-historical television series. However it must be taken with cautions as its narrative does not portray the events of the great heathen army accurately. To the common viewer it could be misinterpreted as an attempt at a historical drama portraying fact, but instead is more similar to a fantasy series as issues with historical accuracy such as this arise in every season. 
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