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Journal – Miletus

225BC  
· Miletus was approached personally by the court of Pergamon who offered “protection” to us, in return Miletus would be required to pay “lower taxes than which we currently pay” and give “supplies” (no specific supplies mentioned), to Pergamon and also fight alongside them against the current satrap in Asia Minor and the other Seleucid allies of Miletus. Having been “freed from burdensome taxes” by the Ptolomaic Dynasty no more than a century earlier, and have seemingly not be resubmitted despite a change of allegiance to Seleucid, this is not seen as an offer of great value.
 The same too can be said for the offer of protection, the Pergamon army does not rival that of the Seleucids and despite the Seleucid army, which comprises of 800 of Miletus’ own army (about 40-50% of the total ‘raisable’ army), currently in campaign in Syria it is not a large threat as of yet. The offer was not accepted, but was instead “shelved” (Miletus was informed this offer will be open for a while).

 224BC


· It has become clear that the Pergamon court has forged an alliance with Ptolemys of Egypt. This creates an issue for us in Miletus; the forces are now a bigger threat against her and the offer presented in the previous year was reoffered, but again rejected. Miletus is not in a position of great threat yet as the threat will be greater to other cities in Asia Minor (i.e. Ephesus and Sardis), the protection given to Miletus from the mountains are also a beneficial factor in this.
 However I will now begin to raise a naval army in my city and also look to hire pirates to fight in a navy to protect my coast. As previous historical invasions from Athens and Persia show, landing on the coast leads to our loss.
 This time we will look to prevent any landing to ensure our safety.

223BC


· Miletus begins razing a second army (current army of around 1000 men is with the Seleucid king in the Syria) as the Pergamean threat nears closer.
222BC

· Pergamon attacked the provincial capital of Asia Minor, Sardis, and captured it losing half of its army (13,000 to 6500 men).
· Satrap of Asia Minor and Ephesus also take no interest due to being occupied with the Pergamean threat.  

221BC
· Miletus revolts against Seleucid control with no opposition as the Seleucids are defeated by the Ptolemy’s in Syria. Similar to the Armenian revolt in 190BC following the Seleucid defeat at the Battle of Magnesia against the Romans.
  
· Plans discussed between Miletus and Macedon to form an alliance to invade Pergamon. Macedon, from the north; Miletus, with help from Ptolemaic forces, invades from the south. After the success full capture of Pergamon, Macedon would acquire all previous Pergamon territories, and I would become the satrap of Asia Minor under Ptolemaic rule. Miletus would receive troops from Ceole-Syria 
220BC

· Ephesus attempted to assassinate the leader of Pergamon with help from the wife of the Pergamon heir but information from Miletus prevented this.
· A second attempted assassination of the leader of Pergamon failed.
· Following a rise in income (around 20%) due to now no longer paying tribute to the Seleucids. In 153BC Demetrius I offered to free Judea and Samaria from 33% grain tax and 50% orchard tax, but to assume this was a standard throughout the empire in the early 200’s is problematic. Andrew Monson states that during Seleucus IV’s reign, due to ceding land in eastern Asia Minor, Seleucid tax revenue became more reliant on its western territories in Syria-Palestine.
 With this in mind it could be argued that taxes rose in the western territories in this period as the Seleucids lost more and more western territory, of course this is just speculation and I have been unable to find any evidence to support this that is why I have assumed a rise of about 20%.    
219BC

· The rightful airs of the Seleucid Empire have been usurped and I have allied myself informally with the rightful heir.
218BC

· With the rise in income it has been decided that Miletus will fund an expansion of the theatre in Miletus for the citizens. Historically Miletus expanded its theatre in the mid second century BC (the first of 4 expansions over its lifetime) however given the greater resource available to me now Miletus is free from paying tribute to a king, will be much grander than the expansion seen in archaeological evidence.
 
217BC

216BC

215BC

214BC

· Invited to the funerary festival of Antiochus II in Antioch next year by the rightful heir of the Seleucid Empire.
213BC

· Attended the funerary festival dedicated to Antiochus the II in Antioch. At which I feasted of ceremonial meat, drank wine and attended funerary games all provided for by the Satrap of Antioch.  At the banquet there was also discussions between the rightful heir of the Seulucids on how to remove the usurper.
212BC

· As a sign off support for the usurped, rightful heir, to the Seleucid kingdom I have offered to proclaim him high priest of the Temple of Apollo at Didyma. A highly recognised position in not only the Hellenistic period but also in the Roman period often given with a lot of ‘diplomatic weight’.

211BC
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