Nearchus Biography

Nearchus was Alexander's naval commander for the fleet built in India from 326BC to 323BC. He was a native of Crete but his family moved to Amphipolis, Macedonia when he was young.
 Plutarch mentions how Nearchus was one of four of Alexander's friends who was exiled by Philip II in 337BC after Alexander offered his hand in marriage to Pixodarus's daughter.

 Upon Alexander's invasion of Asia, Nearchus was with him and was appointed Satrap of Lycia and Pamphylia, giving him control of the ports in Southern Turkey and responsibility over keeping the Persian Fleet away from the coast, which he did successfully.
 After Alexander had defeated Darius III and conquered Persia's major cities including Susa, Persepolis and Ecbatana, he began his campaign in Bactria and Sogdia and summoned Nearchus to come to the east with reinforcements made up of Greek mercenaries. He shared the command of these mercenaries with Asander, satrap of Lydia.
  
During the invasion of India, Nearchus was one of the two commanders of the Shield-Bearers (a heavy infantry unit) but was soon replaced by Seleucus who commanded them at the Battle of the Hydaspes.
 After this, Alexander's troops mutinied and refused to march any further east, prompting Alexander to return to Babylon. He ordered that a fleet be built, to be commanded by Nearchus. The fleet sailed down the Indus from November 326BC to July 325BC and when they reached Patala, the army split up. A third of the army, led by Craterus, marched to Carmania and three quarters of the remaining force marched across the Gedrosian Desert with Alexander. The remaining 17,000-20,000 soldiers sailed on Nearchus' fleet to Babylonia.

The journey from Patala to Babylonia took Nearchus many months and they encountered a variety of obstacles including fierce storms, lack of food and threat of attack from native tribes. The fleet reunited with Alexander at Harmozeia after the land forces' long march across the Gedrosian Desert.
 At this point, Nearchus continued to sail west, towards the mouth of the Tigris and eventually reaching Susa, where the naval force waited for Alexander. When Alexander arrived, he rewarded Nearchus with a golden diadem and the hand in marriage of Barsine's (Alexander's mistress and widower of Memnon of Rhodes) daughter.
 Plutarch says that as Alexander was approaching Babylon, he was approached by Nearchus who said that 'certain Chaldaeans had met him and advised that Alexander should keep away from Babylon'
. Clearly, Alexander ignored this advice but when he arrived to Babylon and saw the bad omens, such as the ravens dying at his feet and the lack of lobe on the liver of a sacrifice made by Apollodorus to learn the fate of the king, he stayed outside Babylon and regretted not listening to Nearchus.

Nearchus stayed with Alexander during the last few months of his life, mostly around Babylon as Alexander planned the campaign against Arabia. Plutarch mentions that on the 20th day of the month of Daesius, Alexander was ill with a fever (he died 10 days later) and spent the day lying in the bathroom as Nearchus told him all about the voyage from India and the 'great sea'.

After Alexander's death, when the war of the Diadochi was raging and Alexander's empire was being split up, Nearchus appears to have backed his wife's half-brother, Heracles, who was presented as Alexander's true heir by Polyperchon in 309BC after the murder of Alexander IV (Alexander's son by Roxanne).
 Unfortunately, both Heracles and Barsine were murdered by Polyperchon after he was bribed by Cassander.
 His last mention is by Diodorus Siculus where he is said to have worked as an advisor and mentor to Demetrius, the son of Antigonus, in 312BC.
 Nearchus' year of death isn't mentioned by the ancient sources.
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