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The Impact the Pandemic has had on Contemporary Issues within the Police

Since the coronavirus pandemic has started there has been many different changes to everyday life and it certainly has made many changes to the way the police do their work. There are certain contemporary issues within the police that have been made slightly more difficult due to the pandemic getting worse overtime. The coronavirus had a massive impact on everyone, but it had affected the police with the different crimes that had become more common and the certain crimes that had become more uncommon. The different regulations that had been set made these issues harder to deal with. Hot spots were a key part that had changed for the police during lockdown. Adverse childhood experiences had also changed through the pandemic, as well as poverty and deprivation. These contemporary issues were all affected by the coronavirus, it was if they had to take a step back after the pandemic had taken over. 

During the beginning of the pandemic, the police continued with their work as normal by protecting vulnerable people, investigating crime, dealing with people in custody and enforcing the law. There were certain agencies that stopped completely and some that reduced their workers because of the pandemic, but the police took over in certain areas to support the public (HMICFRS, 2020). After the police had worked through the beginning of the coronavirus pandemic it was clear that there was some legislation needed to be put in place in order to take more control of the situation, as the pandemic was becoming the new normal. In the Coronavirus Act (2020) there were many different changes made in order to take more control of the public in the pandemic. The legislation allowed the Welsh Ministers to have the power to make certain regulations to follow during the early stages of the pandemic and there are currently certain measures in place for the protection of the public. The Welsh Government increased fines for the stay-at-home regulations, which was suggested by the police because it would decrease the number of people breaking that specific regulation (GOV. Wales, 2020). The decision by the police had to be made, due to the number of people breaking the regulation and the number of coronavirus cases increasing drastically. According to the office of national statistics (2020) there was a reduction in the number of theft offences, domestic burglary and theft of a personal property. The reasoning for less theft was due to people being in their homes during lockdown and theft is usually done when homeowners are out of their homes. Drug offences increased during the lockdown in April by 22% and 44% in May 2020. The police had less of a proactive approach during lockdown and were unable to enter the homes of people, due to lockdown ruling made by the government. 

The police have certain hotspots for a range of different crimes and the strategy used is quite effective when it comes down to reducing crime in specific areas. Hot spot policing target areas where crime levels are high and they deal with the certain crimes made in those areas, which usually decreases crime in other areas (College of Policing, 2021). The hot spots policing strategy has been made more difficult to use during the pandemic, as there are not as many people out of their homes and the areas that were previously recorded would have changed to other areas. The police would clearly find this more difficult to deal with, as they will have to figure out the different hot spot locations again. The police would have to take more time to investigate the new hot spot locations and it would result in more crimes being committed before the police can work out where those crimes are located. Hot spots were limited to certain crimes in the pandemic, as the police did have less crimes being committed. When the regulations were set during the lockdown of the 2020 pandemic there were rules aimed towards public assembly, protests and social disorder. There was no law before the pandemic on protests in public areas, they had changed this during the time of the lockdown. It was changed due to health reasons of the coronavirus spreading with public gatherings. The government and the police clearly knew that protests were coming, as other countries were coming out of lockdown while we were still in lockdown at the time (Home Office, 2020). The police could work out where the gatherings were being held through social media and prevent these types of protests or public gathering from going ahead.

Adverse childhood experiences are another contemporary issue that would have been impacted during the pandemic. These experiences are traumatic events that occur with children while they are growing up, which has a very likely chance of affecting them further on in life. The experiences are child mistreatment, domestic abuse, substance misuse and people with mental illnesses that are looking after the child. Adverse childhood experiences can cause health problems such as cancer or heart disease further on in life and the child would not know right from wrong (Public Health Network Cymru, 2017). The police deal with around 90% of problems such as public safety and vulnerability issues, which is usually caused by adverse childhood experiences. There is an early action together program that supports the police to help people earlier, before they end up in the worst on situations. The police get the training they need to be able to notice these signs early and to know how to deal with the vulnerable people of the public (Early Action Together Police & Partners ACEs, 2019). During lockdown the police would have found dealing with adverse childhood experiences more challenging, as they would had to follow all the new regulations brought out during the time of lockdown. The number of adverse childhood experiences would have been higher during the coronavirus pandemic, as the lockdown rules forced people to stay at home and those families that were going through those situations would have found it easier to do behind closed doors. The other point is that children may have been at a higher risk to the coronavirus, as their health may have been affected by family stressors, social circumstances and others that may not be known to the services. The pandemic would have very likely made the situation harder for the children and made the job of the police more difficult, as the police were unable to enter people’s homes during lockdown (Gov.uk, 2020). There is ACE time training for the frontline police officers, staff and the training was run by the coordinator service from Barnardo’s. There were roughly around 66 officers involved in the training, which would give them more of an understanding of adverse childhood experiences and help them identify the different scenarios. The training according to early action together program (2020) increased the officer’s knowledge, signposting, understanding, information gathering. All of this is great for the understanding of this specific contemporary issue, but it has been made more difficult to do since the beginning of the pandemic. It has changed the way that the police must approach certain situations and children may be more vulnerable because of the virus. The police recognised that people including children could not distance themselves from domestic violence in the lockdown, as they were at home with the members of the family or guardian that was abusing them. The police would rather reach out to the vulnerable people rather than them reaching out to the police. There would be less calls as the victims would not feel safe enough to make those calls to the police. Once the lockdown was eased it was just as important for the police to still focus on the people involved with domestic abuse, as it was quite common during the lockdown (HMICFRS, 2021). 

Another contemporary issue that the police would had dealt with during the coronavirus pandemic would have been poverty. Poverty has always been a problem and many members of the public have experienced or are currently experiencing some form of poverty. Child poverty covers a massive part of poverty itself and there are different factors that make the chances of being in poverty higher for a child. There are 30% of children that live in poverty around the UK and 33% of children living in poverty do not have nearly as much of an education to prepare them for the future. The circumstances of the pandemic made the situation worse for many people. According to the Save the Children organisation (2020) a young girl called ‘Ameila’ really found it difficult through the pandemic, as her mum lost her job and had to home school her child for months. Save the Children did help support the family with food vouchers and a learning pack, but it was still difficult for them as a family. During the pandemic tackling poverty was made slightly harder, but still needed to be done throughout by different organisations and agencies. The mental health of a child in poverty is vital and making sure that a young person that is vulnerable is safe and well is the main concern in these situations (Child Poverty Action Group, 2020). The police would have to go through similar training to the adverse childhood experiences, as it would help in that regard to notice if someone were vulnerable and need support. The police would have had many calls to 999 and 101 in the pandemic. Although many of the calls would have been linked to the pandemic, there would have been calls to do with mental health, and vulnerability, which could link to poverty depending on the scenario (HMICFRS, 2020). 

Poverty does not always mean people that are homeless and living on the streets, but it can mean people who are deprived. The Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD) shows the different areas in Wales that are deprived. The areas are ranked from 1 to 1909 for most deprived and least deprived. The WIMD is aimed towards the people who lack the resources such as food, shelter and clothing. Also, it is aimed towards those individuals that are socially deprived and how they participate in normal social life (Welsh Government, 2019). The police would have an idea where these specific areas are in Wales, England, Scotland and Ireland. The pandemic may have changed some of the areas that were highly concentrated before with deprivation and the police would not be able to enter a person’s house as easily, which makes the job much more difficult to communicate with members of the deprived area. People who were living in deprived areas had higher death rates during the pandemic. Most of the deaths were doubled by the coronavirus in those deprived areas. The higher Covid-19 rates were for reasons such as people working in workplaces that are more exposed to the virus and people who were more vulnerable to the virus in those specific deprived areas (gov.uk, 2020). There were only certain number of people affected in the deprived areas and not everybody would have been included in results. The certain areas that would have been deprived would get worse overtime during the pandemic and the police would had found it more difficult to deal with, as other they were left on their own to deal with these types of scenarios. There were other agencies involved before the pandemic, but they had come to a stop due to the health risks the coronavirus brought (HMICFRS, 2020). 

The contemporary issues that the police were involved with during the pandemic were difficult to deal with at the time and adapting to change was key during the beginning of lockdown. The police had to deal with more pressure, due to the lack in different agencies and organisations and had shown to make certain decisions to with the government to prevent the spread of the coronavirus getting worse. There were different crimes that got worse over the period of the pandemic and some that were becoming rarer in comparison to before the pandemic came into the scene. Hot spots had changed for the police during the pandemic, which meant different crimes were made and some of the areas before that were hotpots were no longer areas of crime. The police would have found this more challenging as, the areas of crime were changing that had not changed in awhile before the pandemic. Certain contemporary issues such us as adverse childhood experiences and poverty would were affected in a similar way with them being harder to approach by the police during lockdown with there being regulations put in place to protect the health of the people. Most of the phone calls made to the police were focused on the pandemic during the lockdown and some of them would have been aimed towards the more vulnerable. The certain training had to be used by the police in certain scenarios for vulnerable people and with the lockdown being placed they had to work slightly harder to deal with those issues. People who were deprived during the lockdown would have found it difficult to handle, as the lockdown would have added an extra stressor for them, they would end up making bad decisions, which could possibly be crime. It would then end up being much more work for the police in the long run, as these crimes were caused by the many lockdowns we had. The pandemic clearly made the job of the police harder with the evidence shown and the way that they had taken over some of the other agency’s jobs shown how hardworking they are in even the most difficult of situations. 
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