Week 8 Vocabulary Building

Activity 1: Vocabulary Building Strategies  

Read the 8 strategies below and consider your own approach and opinions about them before you then discuss the following questions with your group:  
 
a. Do you already use any of these strategies? 
b. How useful is each strategy? 
c. Which strategies would you like to try in the future? 
d. Do you use any other strategies not on this list? 

Vocabulary Building Strategies 
 
1. Keep a vocabulary notebook or use a vocabulary learning app. 
2. Review new words regularly and work on vocabulary learning every day. 
3. Actively use new words in your writing and speaking.  
4. Edit your written work and try to express yourself with new words and phrases instead of more familiar ones.  
5. Note down all the forms of a new word e.g. ‘synthesise’, ‘synthesis’, ‘synthetic’, and make sure you understand the differences in meaning.  
6. Personalise your vocabulary learning by drawing pictures of words, creating mind-maps or making word clouds.  
7. Use Google Scholar or the ‘find’ function in Word documents or PDFs to search for words and see them in context. Build a bank of sentences with the key word highlighted.  
8. Note down as many aspects of a new word as you can. For example, multiple meanings, pronunciation, grammatical patterns, collocations (words that frequently go together) and synonyms and antonyms (words with similar or opposite meanings). 





















Activity 2

Read the texts and then answer the questions below each text.

1. The following passage is from Reas, E (2018). How the brain learns to read: development of the “word form area”. Available at: https://medicalxpress.com/news/2018-04-brain-readdevelopment-word-area.html [Accessed 18th June 2024] 

Earlier studies have shown that the ventral visual cortex supports recognition of an array of visual stimuli, including objects, faces, and places. Within this area, a subregion in the left hemisphere known as the “visual word form area” (VWFA) shows a particular selectivity for written words. However, this region is characteristically plastic. It’s been proposed that stimuli compete for representation in this malleable area, such that “winner takes all” depending on the strongest input. That is, how a site is ultimately mapped is dependent on what it’s used for in early childhood. But this idea has yet to be confirmed, and the evolution of specialized brain areas for reading in children is still poorly understood. 
As used in the highlighted line, “plastic” most nearly means  
Possible Answers: 
a. resistant. 
b. artificial. 
c. adaptable. 
d. springy. 
2. This passage is adapted from Fetterman, A.K. and Sassenberg, K., 2015. ‘The reputational consequences of failed replications and wrongness admission among scientists’. PloS one, 10(12), p.e0143723.
It may seem strange that others consider it less likely that questionable research practices, for example, were used when a scientist admits that they were wrong. However, it does make sense from the standpoint that wrongness admission seems to indicate honesty. Therefore, if one is honest in one domain, they are likely honest in other domains. Moreover, the refusal to admit might indicate to others that the original scientist is trying to cover something up. The lack of significance of most of the interactions in our study suggests that it even seems as if scientists might already realize this. Therefore, we can generally suggest that scientists admit they are wrong, but only when the evidence suggests they should. 



As used in the highlighted line, “domain” most nearly means   
Possible Answers: 
a. kingdom. 
b. field. 
c. value. 
d. context. 
 
3. This passage was adapted from Ngonghala, C.N., Pluciński, M.M., Murray, M.B., Farmer, P.E., Barrett, C.B., Keenan, D.C. and Bonds, M.H., 2014. ‘Poverty, disease, and the ecology of complex systems’. PLoS biology, 12(4), p.e1001827.
In his landmark treatise, An Essay on the Principle of Population, Reverend Thomas Robert Malthus argued that population growth will necessarily exceed the growth rate of the means of subsistence, making poverty inevitable. The system of feedbacks that Malthus posited creates a situation similar to what social scientists now term a “poverty trap”: i.e., a self-reinforcing mechanism that causes poverty to persist. Malthus’s erroneous assumptions, which did not account for rapid technological progress, rendered his core prediction wrong: the world has enjoyed unprecedented economic development in the ensuing two centuries due to technology-driven productivity growth.
As used in the highlighted line, “posited” most nearly means
Possible Answers:
a) replicated
b) undermined
c) challenged
d) conceived

4. This passage was written by your module leader: 

In business management, understanding market trends is essential for maintaining a competitive edge. Companies must be adept at interpreting economic indicators and adjusting their strategies accordingly. One critical skill is the ability to identify and act upon nascent trends before they become mainstream. For instance, recognizing a nascent demand for eco-friendly products can lead to significant market advantages. Companies that are slow to respond to these emerging trends often find themselves at a disadvantage, scrambling to catch up with more agile competitors who have already capitalized on the opportunity.

What does the word nascent most likely mean in the passage?

a) Fully developed and established
b) Currently popular and trendy
c) Emerging and budding
d) Rare and unusual







Activity 3

A. Complete the table with the correct forms of the words. Use a dictionary to help you if needed (the Longman Dictionary is especially helpful for this). 

	Noun 
	Verb 
	Adjective 
	Adverb 

	subsidy (ies) / subsidisation 
	subsidise 
	subsidised 
	X 

	structure 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	significant 
	 

	 
	 
	sustainable 
	 

	 
	achieve 
	 
	 


 
B. Use the appropriate form of the word to complete the sentences. 
 
a. As energy prices rise there have been calls for the government to _________ energy bills. (subsidy) 
b. It is vital to consider future planning and the effect on __________ plans for the area. (structure) 
c. Students who had completed the program scored ____________ higher on their end-of-course exams. (significance) 
d. It is a major contributor to liveable communities and ____________ development. (sustenance) 
e. Winning three gold medals is a remarkable _______________. (achievement)  
 
Activity 4

What are 2 advantages and 2 disadvantages of a monolingual and bilingual dictionary?

Monolingual Dictionary (Advantages)

-

-

Monolingual Dictionary (Disadvantages)

-

-

Bilingual Dictionary (Advantages)

-

-

Bilingual Dictionary (Disadvantages)

-

-

Activity 5

Choose a short section (one or two paragraphs) from your chosen text for Task 1, and copy and paste it into the Academic Word List Highlighter. Use a dictionary to help you make notes on any new vocabulary.

Activity 6 

Open your Task 1 Draft. Can you use different word forms to make your ideas clearer, or to paraphrase a source more effectively? Can you use any Academic Words from The Academic Word List to improve your writing?


