Report
Title
I have so far, not come up with a concrete title for my dissertation. Although I am confident in my topic, the title itself is something that hasn’t been decided on yet, ‘How did the Rebecca riots affected west Wales?’ seems to be a good title, but so does ‘How did the Rebecca riots brought change to the lives of the people of West Wales?’. I believe that there will be many titles to the dissertation before the final draft will be sent off in its entirety. But they are all similar in their content, it is just the wording that needs to be tidied up and polished. 
Narrowing the Topic
In my dissertation proposal form, I proposed that my dissertation would be centred on the local history of West Wales but would also incorporate other areas within Wales if it was necessary. I proposed that the dissertation would concentrate on the lives of the working class of West Wales, i.e. how they lived in the community and the local history of the area. I also wrote that I would bring in history about the Rebecca riots. 
	After meeting with my dissertation supervisor, we spoke about my dissertation proposal, and found that it would be better to narrow down my topic. So, my dissertation will now be centred around the Rebecca riots, instead of the local history of West Wales. Since the final dissertation draft is only 10,000 words, it would be mad to carry on with my primary topic that I had proposed in my proposal form. It is too much history to research in the time given, and at the end of the day, there is not enough words or time to research and gather the necessary information that would be needed to gain a full understanding of the topic and a firm grasp on your argument/hypothesis. Therefore, this would mean that the final draft of my dissertation would be read to the reader as being rushed and this would ultimately bring my marks down considerably, and it could ultimately cost me my third year, and perhaps my degree. 
I am happy that my dissertation topic will be centred on the Rebecca riots, as it is a part of welsh history that I really enjoy learning about. Many of the Rebecca riots took place in West Wales, and many of the riots took place not far from where I live i.e. Ffarmers. I believe that this topic would be the most benefitable to me, due to the fact, that since I went to a school in west wales, I have been taught about the history of the Rebecca riots from a young age, and therefore, I have a broader understanding of it, than if I was just starting to learn about it now. Therefore, I am very glad that I have been guided by my dissertation supervisor to concentrate on this aspect of history in west wales. 
Resources
Most of my information that I have gathered for my dissertation topic, the Rebecca riots, has been through libraries and through online journals. Although I would like to buy more books, the financial aspect of it is not viable, due to the books that I need to buy for my modules. But, on a positive note, since I live in a historically rich area, I am able to travel to some of the places where the Rebecca riots took place, such as Ffarmers, Tregaron etc. Since the National Trust has bought many of the areas for conservation, I am hoping that they will have information boards available, and these will hopefully be another source of information for my dissertation topic.  
Sources
I will be using multi-medias as sources in my dissertation. Online sources are vital in my research as it is both convenient and easy to gather information without leaving the house or using financial means to buy them. As you can see from my bibliography, JSTOR is one of the online websites that I will be using to conduct my dissertation topic. But I am hoping to use books by historians to back up my arguments and also back up my discussions. Like I said in my dissertation proposal form, Newspaper clippings will hopefully be some of the primary sources that will be incorporated into my dissertation topic. Although I have found, in my opinion, a good number of sources for my dissertation topic, there is also a fear that I will run out of sources. I am afraid that if I come across a source that has no historical use, then I have wasted time, but also now I have less time to find other sources to get something of substance to back up my hypothesis. 
Language/Translation
Due to the fact that the Rebecca riots were concentrated mainly in west wales, many of the sources that are available today are in welsh. This is because many of the people of Wales, in particularly West Wales did not speak English as they do today. They perhaps were able to read and speak in a small amount, but Welsh was the national language and it was the first language that people used. Therefore, many of the sources that I am hoping to use for the dissertation are written in welsh. Although I am fluent in welsh, both in reading and speaking, I am unable to translate many of the texts fully. I could perhaps translate some, but I believe that a lot of the information in those sources would be lost in translation, and perhaps that source could be fantastic and vital in its usefulness, but after translating it, it could be useless. Therefore, I am hoping to find someone to help me translate these pieces in order for me to use them in my dissertation as part of my argument. Also, since some of them are letters that have been written to other people e.g. the Rebecca riot conspirators, farmers to farmers etc. Since some of them are illegible, I am hoping to find someone to help me work out what they are writing about (roughly). This is one of the reasons on why my bibliography is compiled of secondary sources. I have the primary sources, but since they haven’t been translated yet or deciphered, I am unable to incorporate them into my bibliography as of at this moment.
Approaching the Subject
The Rebecca riots has been a subject that’s been covered before by many historians. David Williams has written a book ‘The Rebecca Riots’. Although my work will have an element of originality, it will rely on other people’s material to back up my theories and my statements. Although there might be an element of field research, in the fact that I will be visiting the sites that the Rebecca riots took place could be construed as field research, I will combining both my original work, but backing it up by using other people’s material, mainly, as this point of time, David Williams’ work, ‘The Rebecca Riots’.
Interest
Thankfully, the Rebecca riots is a subject that I thoroughly enjoy learning and writing about. It is both humorous in the fact that it a history of in layman terms, farmers becoming angry of being robbed by the toll gates and lime tax, and instead of reacting through a peaceful, legal way, they reacted through action; dressing up in their female relations’ clothing and under the cover of nightfall, going to the toll gates and destroying them by using their farming tools: axes, hammers etc. It could be said that this is one of my favourite aspects of history to write about. It is very exciting time of history. I am confident that I won’t lose interest in the subject throughout the course of researching it and writing it up. 
Ethics
Regarding the ethical problems that could affect my research and dissertation, in my dissertation proposal form, I wrote that I was afraid of the fact that since many families are still living in the area, that I was afraid of encountering families and angering them through my research. But since I have now narrowed my topic from looking at the local history of west Wales to now just researching the Rebecca riots, I am not afraid of angering any families, as many of the people that were involved in the Rebecca riots either ended up being deported to Australia, as it was the normal way of getting rid of criminals, ‘out of sight, out of mind’, or they were executed, but this was done to the main conspirators. But I am confident in the knowledge that there are not families around the area now that would be angered or have a problem with me writing and researching around the subject. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Timetable
In my proposal form, I had given myself the summer to go and research around the subject.  The Library of Wales in Aberystwyth was going to be the main location to collect information on the Rebecca riots. During the summer, I went to the library of Wales, and I spent the day wandering around and seeing what information was available. Sadly, I didn’t get to spend enough time there, and therefore, I did not gather enough information, and therefore, not enough sources for my dissertation. But, thankfully, since that I am back in university for my third year, I am able to go to the university library. Since the library is connected to the other Universities, then I able to browse the library catalogue and see what other information I can get online, and also in the library itself. Although I had hoped to work on my dissertation throughout my academic year, this has not been a viable option. Due to the introduction of the new block teaching, I have been unable to even look at the dissertation or my readings since the beginning of the term. Since with the new block teaching, we have just enough time to finish our assignments and the readings necessary for the module in that block before we are rushed into the next, with barely enough time between to read on the subject before the block teaching repeats itself. I am hoping to get a proper start on my dissertation during block three, I feel that my timetable that I have primarily set for myself has in layman’s terms, ‘flown out the window’. But I am hoping this third block will be fruitful for my dissertation, and I am hoping to get a lot of the dissertation roughly written up. Although I had hoped to have a rough draft ready before January, I know now that this will be impossible, and I am now hoping to have a rough draft ready by March. But, in block three, I am hoping to get a rough, a very rough draft of my dissertation written, (even if it’s just in bullet points) so that after Christmas, once I’ve got a rough draft of a dissertation, it will only be a matter of adding to it, little and often. I believe that this will be the only option, but I feel that it is a viable option, but also a credible one. I will feel more positive after block three once I’ve started writing the dissertation. 
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