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Blaenavon
The growth of the mining industry in Wales was tremendous during the Industrial Revolution. The Welsh valleys saw the majority of the change with huge increases to the production of pig iron, which had an impact globally. In 1796 there were 39,600 tons of pig iron produced in Wales. By 1852 it had increased to 666,000 tons. The iron produced in Wales helped build key infrastructure on five continents (Cadw).   The area of Blaenavon became a large part of the growing coal mining and iron production in Wales. In the time before the industrial revolution, the area of Blaenavon would have been made up mostly fields or woodland areas suitable for agriculture or timber production. The increasing demand globally for coal and iron led to the area becoming more prosperous and this brought about significant changes. These changes led to Blaenavon becoming a major part of the Industrial Revolution and being one of the biggest producers of coal and iron in the world. The Blaenavon Industrial Area was declared a World Heritage site by UNESCO in 2000 due to its role in the massive production of iron and coal in the 19th century. The remains of the infrastructure can still be seen today with furnaces, quarries, and railways still partly intact (Visit Blaenavon). There were huge environmental, economic, and social impacts of the mining, which led to huge changes in the area and they are still visible to see in the current day. 
There are several key factors which led to the transformation of the area from the more rural setting into the more prosperous industrial region. One major factor in the development of the region is the environment and the natural resources within it. The area of Blaenavon has large deposits of both coal and iron ore. This was formed in abundance over millions of years. Due to the type of environment Wales and Blaenavon had at the time, the constant changes in sea level left the areas with high volumes of organic matter trapped there. As the sea levels rise and decline it trapped organic matter under the sediment left over by the sea. This was repeated over millions of years and slowly the organic matter is compressed and turned into coal. With this abundance of coal, Blaenavon was ideal during the industrial revolution as it had an extremely useful resource which could be relatively easily accessed. This had a major role to play in making the area more prosperous as it provided the opportunity for rapid development. 
Another important aspect of the transformation in Blaenavon was the people that held influence over the area at the time. Firstly, during the late 17th century the Hanbury family was mining the region on a small scale for iron. In 1788, Lord Abergavenny leased the lands of Blaenavon to three entrepreneurs, Thomas Hill, Thomas Hopkins and Benjamin Pratt. The three men looked to transform the area and utilise the natural resources. The three men were majorly important in the transformation of the area as they started the development into a large industrial area. They began the transformation of Blaenavon from a mainly agricultural and small-scale mining area into a more industrial area which would increase prosperity in the region massively. Within one year of leasing the area, Hill, Hopkins and Pratt had installed three blast furnaces. These would Which drastically increased iron production. The pig iron produced from the iron ore in the furnaces could be used in the creation of cast iron or steel. 5,400 tons of iron were produced per year by 1796. Infrastructure was built alongside the furnaces, including houses for workers and the beginnings of a railway to transport raw materials in and out of the site. This caused the population to soar as people migrated from both rural areas of Wales and England (Glamorgan Gwent Archaeological Trust Ltd). The production of iron continued to increase into the start of the 19th century as the demand for steel worldwide also increased. Another two important figure in the development of Blaenavon were Percy Gilchrist and Sidney Gilchrist-Thomas. The two developed a method which made use of the unstable phosphoric iron ore in steel production. This had previously been uneconomical as phosphorous iron ore is brittle. The method the pair devised allowed an increase in the ability to produce steel, which was in high demand at the time. This led to more development in the Blaenavon area to meet the demand. The iron processing continued to be profitable in the 19th century although this did tail off in the later half of the century. 
Due to the decline of steel making in the early 1900’s the exporting of coal began to rise. This had an affect on production in Blaenavon. The demand shifted from iron and steel to a higher focus on coal mining. Coal was used in large amounts to power steam engines on new trains and ships. Glamorgan Gwent Archaeological Trust Ltd state that “South Wales produced high quality coal, this led to increasing demand and peaked in 1913. At this time 250,000 people were employed in the coal mining business in Wales”.
The coal mining played a significant role in improving the economy at both national and local level. The mine at Blaenavon brought massive numbers of jobs to the local area. The population grew massively, the Rhondda Valley grew from 900 people in 1830, to over 100,000 by 1900. As of 1921, there were 270,000 people employed in the coal mining industry in Wales (Chris Wood, 2020). This shows how much of an impact the mining industry had within Wales and its economy. 
There is no doubt that the mining industry had a massive effect on Blaenavon and Wales as a whole. It created thousands of jobs and brought in a huge population boom to the area. There were disadvantages to this change, with poor working conditions and air pollution being significant. However, it is clear to see the positive effects it had in making the area more prosperous. In the current day the population of Blaenavon has decreased and the area in is need of regeneration. The industrial revolution changed the area to such an extent it is still visible over a century later. 
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