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Introduction: 
What skills and qualities can help influence the development of critical thinking in education? Before giving examples of different skills and qualities, what is critical thinking? 
Critical thinking is considered hugely important in education and as a part of study at all levels. Cottrell (2005) expresses that “Good critical thinking includes recognising good arguments even when we disagree with them, and poor arguments even when these support our own point of view." (Cottrell, 2005, p. 47). This suggests that in order to be a good critical thinker, the reader must have the ability to reason, problem solve, and evaluate the argument in order to determine whether the argument is a poor argument or a good argument, while also not being biased towards it in order to “make a reasoned judgement about how convincing they are” (Wilson, 2009)
Main points:
There are many skills and qualities that can help influence the development of critical thinking in education such as referencing, being objective, and having the ability to be reflective.
Referencing:
Referencing and having the ability to reference properly is a very important skill in academic writing, and accurately referencing is an essential part of academic writing within education and all aspects of academic work. 
What is referencing?  Referencing is the procedure of acknowledging pieces of writing, sources, and authors that you have used in your academic writing which allows the reader to access exactly where the writer received the information from, “in order to verify, if necessary, the validity of your arguments and the evidence on which they are based” (Referencing and Avoiding Plagiarism, n.d.)
Referencing helps the development of critical thinking in education as it allows you to show how you develop your thinking by presenting sources to develop your argument clearly with evidence. By doing all of this, it allows you to avoid plagiarism. 
Avoiding plagiarism is essential within academic work. Plagiarism is often described as writing or copying someone else’s work and passing it off as if it was your own, without accurately crediting the author. Without crediting the author, the piece of work may be copyrighted or plagiarised which is considered an academic offence within all educational environments.
There are many referencing styles which applies to many different pieces of writing, and also many different ways of referencing sources, for example, journal articles, websites, and ebooks.
Objectivity:
Within a piece of academic work, it is important to write objectively rather than writing subjectively in order to aid the development of critical thinking within education. 
Objective writing is mainly evidence based, with facts and credible sources to assist the evidence, which doesn’t portray personal preferences or beliefs, or your own opinion. An example of a sentence which is objective is: 
“Shakespeare's maternal grandmother, Alys Griffin, was Welsh” (Owen, 2011). This quote is objective as it is a fact, doesn’t include any personal opinions or beliefs and also is evidence based as it is referenced to support the fact.
Subjective writing means that a piece of writing is based on personal beliefs of opinions. Being subjective in an academic piece of work can lead to it being persuasive or biased, which does not help the development of critical thinking in education as being knowingly, or unknowingly biased towards work is clearly not being critical. An example of a subjective piece of work is:
“Shakespeare is a poor writer and his plays are awful” This quote is subjective as it is a clear opinion on the topic which may be biased, and there is no evidence to support this view. 
Being objective is a skill and quality that influences the development of critical thinking in education because it allows the writer to understand what is factual and evidence based, which would be an acceptable input into an academic piece of work. 

Reflection:
Another example of a personal quality which helps the development of critical thinking is having the ability to be reflective. What does having the ability to reflect mean?
Reflecting at university can be considered vitally important as it is a good way of assessing yourself and your work, “To put it simply ‘reflection’ means to think about something. Reflecting and composing a piece of self reflective writing is becoming an increasingly important element to any form of study or learning.” (Self Reflection, n.d.). This can be considered a skill that would aid to the development of critical thinking because sometimes, when reflecting on your own work, you must be critical in order to point out the good and the poor pieces of work. As well as this, reflecting on your own work can also be very beneficial as you may then pick up on mistakes that have been made without realising it. Some examples of self-reflective questions to ask yourself while writing an academic piece of work may be:
· What are my strengths? – this allows you to identify what is good about your piece of work.
· What are my weaknesses? – this allows you to determine where you need to improve your work. 
· Do I need to practice this particular skill or writing technique? – by asking this question, it shows you are critically thinking about the style and techniques of a good piece of academic writing.
· Have I met the learning outcomes of the topic? – Within academic writing at university level, there are often learning outcomes that need to be met in order to complete a good standard piece of work, by reflecting on whether you have or not helps create an acceptable piece of work. 
· Have I checked over my grammar and spelling? – as always, grammar and spelling is always important and incorrect grammar can often lower the standards of you work, by reflecting on this, it may greatly increase the standards of the writing. 
By asking yourself these questions allows you to become a critical thinker and reflect on your own work, and by practising this skill may result in further development throughout education. 
By reflecting on the first term of university so far, I have come to realise that there has already been a progress in my own critical thinking. At the beginning of term, I was unsure on how to reference accurately and how to write a reference list. However, by almost completing my first term here, I have come to realise that I have greatly improved this skill as I am now able to accurately reference sources and write a clear and concise reference list. 
Conclusion: 
To conclude, although there are many other skills and qualities that influence the development of critical thinking in education, being objective, having the ability to reflect on oneself and being able to reference accurately can be considered extremely important within academic work or education as they all allow you to develop the skill of critical thinking. 
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