Dance of the Hanged Men

In the black gallows, one-armed kind, 
Dance, dance the paladins
  
The thin paladins of the devil 
Skeletons of Saladin
. 

Sir Beelzebub pulls the tie 
His little black puppets sneer on the sky 
And they slammed the back of a shoe, 

The danced, danced to the sounds of an old Christmas song!


And the puppets shocked entwine their skinny arms: 
As the black organ, openwork breasts 
That squeezed another time the noble ladies, 
bash one another in a hideous love. 

Hurrah! the gay dancers, who have no more belly! 
You can caper, the boards are so long! 
Hop! It is not concealed whether it is fight or dance! 
Crazed Beelzebub scrapes his violin! 

O hard heels, they never will wear his sandals! 
Almost everyone has left the shirt of skin; 
The remnant is a little in the way and happens without disgrace. 
On the skulls, snow applies a white cap: 

The raven makes a tuft on the plume heads cracked, 
A piece of flesh tremble in their thin chin: 
It is like, turning in the mixed dark, 
Some brave ones, stiff, hitting cardboard armour. 

Hurrah! the north wind whistles in big ball of skeletons! 
The black gibbet moans like an organ of iron! 
the Wolves are going to reply to the forest violets: 
On the horizon, the sky is the red of hell ... 

Hey, shake these Capitans funeral to me
who unthread, deceitful, of their big broken fingers 
A string of love on their pale vertebrae: 
This is not a monastery here, the dead! 

Oh! Here in the middle of the dance macabre 
Jumped into the red sky a big mad skeleton 
Carried by the momentum, like a horse rears: 
And, feeling still the tight rope around his neck, 

Clenches his little fingers on his thigh bone that cracks 
With cries like sniggers, 
And, as a clown enters the hut, 
rebounds into the ball to the song of bones. 

In the black gallows, one-armed kind, 
Dance, dance the paladins 
The thin paladins of the devil 
Skeletons of Saladin. 
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� Ironically – the great warriors of the crusades


� Again ironically – the Sultan Saladin – great enemy of Richard the Lionheart





