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	Targedau / Targets
	Sut rydych wedi gweithio ar hwn /
How you have worked on this
	Ceir enghraifft ar /
An example can be found on

	[bookmark: cysill]Targed/Target 1 Read even more relevant and peer reviewed books and journal articles as well as websites when researching.  
	I have worked on this target by using relevant books from the reading list given to help give better evidence for research.
	In the introduction of this assignment, I have used a book titled “re-examined dilemmas and solutions for the class teacher.”

	Targed/Target 2 Continue to develop a supported critical approach throughout, offering the opposing view whenever possible.
	I have included a wide range of views which include opposing views from the use of books, Estyn reports, and websites.
	In the literature review I included different theorists such as Piaget and Vygotsky relating to my proposal, critically evaluating them. 

	Targed/Target 3 Synthesis research into your writing to aid the support of your key points.
	I have included to references that both back up the same viewpoint.
	In the literature review I included both UNICEF and UNESCO with similar viewpoints to support my view.



Written response - A proposal for a school community project.
This assignment will provide a proposal for a school community project analysing the projects aims, measuring the impact and the SWOT analysis. The proposal will include a year six class of thirty pupils who will be visiting the community church, reading stories and playing literacy games with the elderly. This proposal will benefit the pupils’ learning as they will be developing their reading skills within this project, which will be the area of their development. This proposal links to language, literacy, and communication as the area of learning and experience (AoLE). (Welsh Government, 2022) It will improve upon their cognitive and language development as it is suggested that even when young children hear someone read read to them this will greatly benefit them and are more likely to then succeed in language skills and cognitive development, such as problem solving. (Marcin, A. 2020)
I have chosen this proposal as I believe that it will be greatly beneficial for the school and community as it will not only benefit the pupils’ reading and literacy skills but will further impact the elderlies’ reading skills as well. This proposal is for a Christian school that is situated in a deprived area in Swansea, which will be referred to as school A in this assignment. The school’s vision statement includes establishing:
 “a centre of excellence by developing a Christian ethos which encourages self-evaluation and enables ALL individuals to develop …………. as beacon of hope and light, at the heart of the local community.” (School A, 2023) 
This implies that religion is a key part of the school’s values and impacts the local community. Around 26% of pupils are eligible for Free School Meals (FSM) and 40% of pupils have English as an additional language (EAL) with 19 different languages spoken as their first language, this area has a high ethnic minority within the school. (School A, 2023) Terry Wrigley (2020) argues that deprivation can be related to underachievement for pupils’ learning, this could then lead to a possibility of having lower expectations for that pupils which will not be beneficial for their confidence and self-esteem. (Arshad, R, et al, 2020. Pg 60) Therefore, this project will allow pupils who are living in a lower income household to have opportunities learning outside the classroom as their parents/ guardians may not be available to help them learn in the home environment. Furthermore, according to Andy Hancock and Rowena Arshad (2020) teachers need to be engaging with EAL learners, further entailing that listening and using the learners’ perspectives and perceiving the classroom as not only a place of a child’s learning yet where teachers obtain essential knowledge about their pupils. Therefore, teachers who are inclusive in their practice will look to include their pupils’ cultures into their lessons. (Arshad, R, et al, 2020. Pg. 124)
The purpose of this proposal is to encourage learners to improve upon their reading and literacy skills in a different learning environment. In addition, as there are several different cultures within this school it would be beneficial to further look at books that include their first language and including Welsh books to improve their Welsh language skills. This links to some of the four purposes of Wales’s 2022 curriculum (2022) such as ambitious, capable learners who: can communicate effectively in different forms and settings, using both Welsh and English, and healthy, confident individuals who: have secure values and are establishing their spiritual and ethical beliefs. ( Welsh Gov, 2022) As there is a high percentage of EAL within the school it is important that this project is inclusive and beneficial for every child in that school. Neil Thompson (2018) implies that when managing diversity it embraces an inclusive approach therefore, it is crucial that that every child is focussed on individually rather than a group even if they have the same ethnic background and upbringing. On the other hand, Thompson (2018) does argue that even though individual worries are crucial, they must be considered alongside collective group concerns, not as an alternative to them. (Thompson, N, 2018. Pg 17-18) Furthermore, UNESCO (2023) and UNICEF (1989) suggests that every child has the right to have an education referring to the UNCRC, and having an inclusive approach to education means that the needs of each person are considered, and that all learners engage and accomplish together. Similarly, Emma Halse (2021) suggests having an inclusive environment in the classroom provides learning for all the students in the classroom and that every pupil should reach their full potential as the teaching should suit every child’s needs to thrive. (Halse, E. 2021)
Improving upon reading skills is fundamental for every child. Ellie Collier (2019) research suggests that reading has tremendous developmental advantages for children. One research examines the impact of reading on subsequent literacy abilities, social connection between adults and children, and encouraging youngsters to participate with their surroundings. It mentions how reading may be a steady supply of information for a youngster throughout his or her life and that reading consistently is important. (Collier, E. 2019) From reading Collier’s (2019) findings, the proposal would be further beneficial for students who do not get to read at home, allowing them to develop their reading skills in a different learning environment such as the church, which links to another AoLE Religious Educations under Humanities in Wales’s (2022) curriculum. 
Moreover, allowing pupils to engage in their learning with the elderly will be greatly beneficial as it opens more opportunities for their social interaction and learning development as some pupils may not of had any experience with reading with the elderly or even adults at home. Vygotsky’s social interaction theory implies that learning is primarily a social process in which the encouragement from parents, carers, peers, society, and culture as a whole play an essential role in the growth of higher psychological processes. (Juillion, P. 2021) Therefore, including the elderly according to Vygotsky’s theory will develop the pupils’ cognitive development and learn about their community. In contrast to Vygotsky’s work, Piaget had different views on how children develop cognitively suggesting that they are self-learners implying they are not passive beings that wait for someone to feed their minds with information and that they develop their knowledge from the world. (Cherry, K. 2022) The sociocultural theory of Lev Vygotsky, in which the environment is overtly or implicitly seen as a critical process in development, bears some similarities to Bronfenbrenner's point of view. There are five environmental systems that impact child development from their surrounding environment, according to Bronfenbrenner's hypothesis. The interplay between the several microsystems in which children are embedded is referred to as the mesosystem. It encompasses connections between peer groups and families, families and the community, and homes and schools. (McLoed, 2023) Mark Watson (2017) reflects on Bronfenbrenner’s work, suggesting that the community around the school can have several impacts on a child’s development such as social and emotional growth. Watson’s (2017) research found that a school in a deprivation area had the community involved with extra- curricular clubs in the community centre, he found that this encouraged more engagement from the community and support for the children. It also allowed engagement from people of different cultures to interact with one and other. (Watson, M. 2017) Therefore, linking this to this proposal it will have a positive impact on community engagement allowing several cultures to interact with each other as there is a high percentage of ethnic minority students in the school and it allow them to further interact with the elderly in the community. An intergenerational project, according to the Children's Commissioner for Wales (2023) may be a useful method of breaking down barriers between younger and older people, as they will be acquiring new skills, and enhancing confidence and wellness. Therefore, working with the elderly allows pupils to interact with them and enhance their social skills. A case study titled ‘Banana Moon Day Nursey’ implies the positive impact that a group of young learners had with interacting with the elderly in a residential home. It had a positive impact on learners’ social skills and improved upon their confidence, the elderly involved further stated that they enjoyed the conversations they had with the children and that they were eager to interact with them. It provided an opportunity for the children to aid their social development and increasing their awareness of the world around them. (UWTSD, 2023; Banana Moon, 2021) Linking this to my proposal it will give pupils better understanding of their community and become informed about their culture and community. (Welsh Government. 2018)
Implementing this proposal is it will greatly aid the community and the school’s relationship. It is suggested that engaging communities in schools has been promoted as an essential strategy for advancing a Whole School, Whole Community, Whole Child approach. (McMullen, J.M. et al 2020) Similarly, Suzanne Carrington (2006) implies that it is more probable that school communities will be inclusive if they cherish and respect its members and offer a secure learning environment where everyone can voice their opinions, increase awareness, and develop skills together. This result is notably reliant on leaders encouraging teachers to participate in constructive and critical learning and adapt their practises and beliefs to accommodate varied learners within an inclusive school culture. Also, working with parents and the larger community may aid in the creation of a school that is more inclusive. (Carrington, S, et al. 2006) Therefore, this proposal will allow the school and community members to engage and make the school more inclusive.
This project’s goal is to aid the pupils’ reading skills and develop their social skills by them interacting with the elderly within a church by reading stories together including different languages such as Welsh, as this will further develop the pupils’ Welsh language skills and include different books about pupils’ different cultures to celebrate them and to allow the elderly to engage with this. To add, there will also be literacy games available for pupils’ as an additional item for them to engage with the elderly. As previously mentioned, the intention of this project is to develop reading skills although also have an impact on their social skills by engaging with the community. A report from Estyn (2019) entails a school that had a positive impact with children’s social skills by engaging with the elderly. The activity included students singing nursery rhymes and playing games with the elderly and developing their Welsh language skills by singing in Welsh. This further positively impacted the students’ social development and helped them gain confidence in singing in Welsh. (Estyn. 2019) Relating this to my proposed project I believe that the pupils’ will have a successful experience with interacting with the elderly by reading stories and playing literacy games. Furthermore, including Welsh books will promote the Welsh language in the community as it will allow the elderly to read books in Welsh and possibly other languages that pupils can speak. (Nation Cymru. 2017)
This project will be implemented by taking place once a week for a session in the community church with the elderly for one school term. Pupils’ will be put together in pairs to read with the elderly who have similar reading abilities by using their guided reading sessions in school. As the school is connected to the community church, as it is the school’s Christian church where their Christmas concerts and fundraisers take place, there will not be any cost to visit the church. There will only need to be a consideration of the time this project takes place. An appropriate risk assessment will need to be carried out to determine the number of adults that are required for this educational trip, such as what will be the form of transport for the elderly, if any pupils have medical needs or special needs and seasonal issues such as weather. (The Key Support. 2011) The pupils and staff will walk to the church as it is only a five-minute walk from the school, the distance from the skill will be taken into account in the risk assessment. As there are thirty pupils who will be attending this project the pupil to staff ratio will be considered. The National Education Union (2020) implies that there should be 1 adult for every 10-15 pupils in school years 4 to 6 for pupil-staff ratio and that there should be a qualified first aider as a member of staff and they should be aware of any pupil medical needs. (NEU. 2020) Considering all of this information the school need to send more staff on a first aide course so that there are some on school premises while some are away, which may implement the school’s budget. 
The outcomes of this project will have a beneficial impact on the pupils’ reading as hopefully this will promote reading not just within the school but in the home environment as well to develop their confidence in reading and possibly reading aloud in front of the classroom. Author Iram Siraj (2014) records about a male child throughout his years in primary school about how his language developed significantly by reading books in his early years. He would read at home with his mother and nan where they would read stories and play games. This saw a positive impact on his achievement within school and became more confident with reading aloud with his mother whilst his mother would correct his mistakes along the way. Although as he progressed through the last few years of primary school his academic process started to slip. This was due to there no longer being any reading done at home due to him losing interest. From Siraj’s (2015) findings, this displays the crucial importance of how reading simple stories can impact a child’s language development. (Iram Siraj, et al. 2015. Pg.85-87) Linking this to my project I believe that this project will have a positive impact on promoting reading within the school to parents. As this research shows that having parental engagement in their child’s learning is crucial in aiding their development. Similarly, Margy Whalley (2007) focuses on the importance of involving parents suggesting we can learn so much through home experiences with language and literacy, and how language can develop through experiences and trips. Furthermore, they suggest listening to stories from the elderly like grandparents can positively impact their learning experience implying that experiences that children were having at home and in other areas were vital to their learning. (Whalley, M. 2007. Pg 187) Bringing all this information together another aim of this project is to hopefully encourage pupils to read with elderly members of their family to help them gain more confidence in taking part in this project. 
To evaluate the progress that has been achieved when developing a proposal, it is essential to measure the impact to ensure the aims of the project are being met. The department of education (2017) implies the purpose of using assessments within schools allows instructors to see how far your child has come and gives them with information to help them plan how to help students go further. Assessment also assists schools in setting future goals, measuring achievement, and communicating information to parents. (Department of Education. 2017) Therefore using several forms of assessment to ensure this proposal is effective on pupils’ learning is crucial. The department of education (2017) further refer to the OECD (2013) review of assessments which concentrated on how assessment and evaluation systems may benefit students. One strength they suggested was that using evaluation and assessment can result in better outcomes and student learning such as setting targets. 
To measure the impact there will be PTA meetings which will allow parents to come into the school and communicate any key issues that may have arisen or to see how well their child is progressing in this project. Furthermore, the parents will be able to see the measurable impact this project will have on their child and will allow parents and school staff to have better relationships which will have a positive impact on the reputation of the community. (Juravich, J. 2021) Within these meetings parents can discuss how well their child has progressed in their reading skills within this project. There will also be an opportunity for parents to observe the project once every two weeks so that parents can recognise what their child is learning and how. Author Chris Athey (2007) suggests that children can receive assistance from parents and specialists independently or collaboratively, which is very beneficial to the kids. One of the most significant results of involving parents in projects is that all parents can observe and listen to what their kids are saying and doing with ever-increasing enthusiasm. Therefore, parental participation can have a powerful impact and is a positive way of assessing their child’s progress by seeing it in person. (Athey, C. 2007. Pg. 209) Furthermore, an Estyn report (2018) entails the impact pupils had working with the elderly in the community. The school included sessions where parents were invited to engage with their child’s learning and held PTA events such as fayres and coffee mornings which included a stand about dementia for the elderly. Linking this to my project there could also be coffee mornings which include the elderly that read with pupils so that parents can see how it is impacting the elderly as well. (Estyn. 2018)
Another approach that can measure the impact of this project can be how well a child is developing their reading skills by using the guided reading scheme in school. When reading independently for meaning, guided reading teaches pupils how to employ reading methods. This links to Vygotsky’s theory that learners are successful when children are led by adults in their learning and that they would not be able to do this on their own. Using guiding reading as a form of assessing the child’s reading development will be beneficial as the member of staff will be able to see if children are more confident in reading overtime and see the difference at the start and end of term since implementing the project. (Victoria state Gov. 2023)
An additional method to assess the effect of this initiative will be pupil voice. Pupil voice has been implemented within School A and is mentioned within the school’s development plan (SDP) on ways that it could be improved upon. (School A. 2023) Bera (2016) suggests that pupil voice allows students to have a wide range of engagement within the school such as sharing ideas with adults. Encouraging pupil voice to play a significant role in school quality assurance provides schools with opportunities and provides a path towards school improvement. Using pupil voice can allow agents to discover whether pupils feel that the project is beneficial for their learning, if they have any issues with it or ways to improve it, and if they are enjoying learning with the elderly. Several beneficial outcomes have been recorded by schools that have made a strong commitment to student voice. They include fewer exclusions, improved behaviour, stronger connections throughout the entire school community, and increased attainment and attendance. (Mentally Healthy School. 2020)
Finally, another approach will be using questionnaires to gather quantitative data. NFER (2014) suggest that a very common method of gathering opinions and data from a wide number of people working with schools is through questionnaire surveys. They are a quick and simple approach to compile quantitative data from students, parents/caregivers, staff, and other participants. Leah shafer (2017) suggests that student evaluations may be obtained inexpensively, rapidly, and on a frequent basis. Further implying using questionnaires as a form of feedback will be beneficial for teachers as they can determine whether this project is useful for their learning development. (Shafer, L. 2017) Relating this to my project I would further send questionnaires to parents about them observing the project whether they believe it is beneficial, what they like about the project and if there are any issues, questionnaires would be given to pupils as well.
A full consideration will be given to the project’s strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats, which is recognised as a SWOT analysis. Several stakeholders apply a SWOT analysis in various ways. A teacher, for example, will utilise the framework to help with strategic planning and risk management. It helps schools visualise advantages and drawbacks to better understand where and how the organisation should deploy resources. (Peterdy, K. 2023) Discussing appendix A the SWOT analysis shows several strengths and opportunities that may occur within this proposal. Several of strengths include children developing their social skills within this project by communicating with the elderly, having members of staff that are experts with literacy such as a literacy co-ordinator, children becoming more confident, celebrating different cultures in the community and children can develop their literacy skills. Referring to an Estyn report (2020) a school’s project allowed children to gain appreciation and knowledge of different cultural and social backgrounds in the wider community and school, which helped pupils respect diversity within the community. (Estyn. 2020) Therefore, my project will celebrate the different cultures in the school and community by pupils and the elderly reading books about different cultures and languages that the pupils may speak. Various opportunities will occur in this project such as it will be beneficial for the elderly peoples’ social skills as it will allow them to socialise with children and learn with children in the church. Especially, since the impact of Covid-19 most older people have lost out on socialising with loved ones and the community. Age UK (2020) implies that Covid negatively impacted older people socially finding they had a lack of support which reduced their morale and affected them cognitively. (Age UK. 2020) This project opens new opportunities for older people to engage socially with children, staff, and parents, which will further boost their emotional well-being too. Other opportunities like engaging parents with their child’s learning such as reading at home have been previously mentioned. 
Within the SWOT analysis there are further weaknesses and threats that may occur. Some of the weaknesses include the number of staff that are available to take part in this project weekly, lack of parental involvement, and if there are first-aid staff within the staff members. To ensure that there are enough trained staff as first aiders the school would possibly need to send more staff on training, this will impact the cost of this project, which has been previously mentioned. One of the main weaknesses that may occur will be lack of involvement from parents in this project. Chris Athey (2007) implies the intensity of a parents’ involvement and interest in their child’s learning can be measured by the parents’ attendance in meetings, such as the PTA meetings that I have proposed will measure which parents are willing to be engaged with this project. (Athey, C. 2007 Pg 205) 
Moreover, there are various possible threats such as the weather conditions, children’s different reading abilities with the elderly, transport for the elderly to the church, gathering the books and games for the project and parents not favourable of it taking in a Christian church. To help gather plenty of books and games and pay for transport for the elderly if the residential home is unable to do so for this project the pupils could do a fundraiser in school where pupils could sell arts and crafts that they have made in school to buy new books and games, it would also allow people to donate books and games for the project and use money donated to pay for a mode of transport for the elderly. This links to them being enterprising, creative contributors who: use their knowledge and skills to create ideas and products, lead in different roles in teams and give of their skills so that other people will benefit. (Welsh Gov. 2018) Another significant threat is the seasonal weather conditions. If this project were to take place in the winter or autumn term, there may be several issues where it may not be safe for the children and staff to walk in. Therefore, it may be more useful to have this project take place in the summer term. Finally, some parents may not want this project to take place within a Christian church as this may counteract with their beliefs. With Graham Donaldson’s (2015) review of Wales old curriculum, Wales’s (2022) curriculum Religious Education should be included in the Humanities Area of Learning and Experience and that it should be a key focus in schools. (Monmouthshire Gov. 2022) Allowing this proposal to take place within a Christian church will allow learners to experience learning in a religious environment, further celebrating the different cultures within the community. Furthermore, due to the parents allowing their child to attend a Christian school there should not be further issues with them attending a Christian church to learn, to add the school’s ethos also emphasises on developing a Christian ethos.
To briefly summarise this assignment, some of the key messages that have been put forward are how schools working with their local community can have a beneficial impact on their pupils learning and experiences. Allowing them to learn in different environment such as a church and working with the elderly. This assignment has brought various advantages of implanting this project in aiding pupils’ such as reading with the elderly to hopefully encourage more reading at home. Furthermore, it has promoted why having a school-community relationship is positive as Kelly-Ann Allen Ph.D. (2020) argues that students who have positive relationships with their teachers have a stronger feeling of belonging and connection to the school community and that they are more likely to participate in positive behaviours at school when they feel like they are part of a community. (Ph.D. Allen, K-A. 2020) Therefore, this project will allow pupils to be a part of their community by engaging with older people and developing their reading and social skills. From what has been considered in this assignment about schools and communities working together this will impact my future practice as one of the QTS-standards includes working with in-school colleagues which highlights having an effective collaborative process with other colleagues to enhance all learners’ experiences. (Hwb Wales Gov. 2017; UWTSD. NA) Consequently, having a positive relationship with colleagues can positively impact a child’s learning.
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