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Abstract
The aims of this research are to analyse whether the disruption tactics used by South Wales Police are effective in preventing serious and organised crime on the public roads, whilst also assessing the disruption tactics in which South Wales Police use in preventing and overcoming this form of crime being committed. Furthermore, the aim of this research was to identify the great effects that serious and organised crime has on the victims of it, and the effects in which it has on the offenders.
The researcher has conducted an analysis of the existing literature around the topic of serious and organised crime being committed on the public roads within South Wales Police and has conducted a questionnaire with officers who work within the force to obtain both quantitative and qualitative data.  The discoveries made from this were documented to which recommendations were made that further teaching and training should be provided to front line officers so that they can have a better understanding of serious and organised crime and the strategies in which are implemented in disrupting this form of crime being committed on the roads within the South Wales Police force area.
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1.0 Introduction
This research will analyse and assess the disruption tactics which are in place by South Wales Police in overcoming the fight against serious and organised crime on the public roads. It will also be focussing on the effects in which these forms of crime have on not just its victims, but the offenders who suffer the hard consequences due to a result of being involved in this type of lifestyle. Just in 2022 in the South Wales area, investigations from a specialist department within the force which focuses purely on organised crime resulted in a total of 211 persons being jailed for a total of 763 years, with approximately 470 kg of drugs being seized and removed from the streets of South Wales (South Wales Police, 2023). Criminals use the roads to help conduct their organised crime, to which it is important that the roads are policed effectively and efficiently to prevent offenders from being able to procced with their crimes. Police officers have many legal powers when it comes to stopping vehicles of interest that may be involved in this, where in some circumstances police officers may have to rely on several disruption tactics and assess which tactic may be the best to use in whatever situation that they may be in (College of Policing, 2013).

Literature review
2.0 Summary
This literature review examines the strategies and tactics used by South Wales Police to disrupt serious and organised crime being committed on public roads. The term “serious and organised crime” will be investigated further, whilst also reviewing the dramatic effects that serious and organised crime has on the people committing the crimes, direct victims, and the wider community. Tactics will also be reviewed that are available and utilised by South Wales Police to disrupt serious and organised crime.




2.1 Introduction
Serious and Organised Crime is planned and co-ordinated criminal behaviour, which is conducted by a group of people who work together on a continuing basis, with their motivation usually being a financial gain (CPS, 2019). There are many forms of crimes which lie under the threshold and umbrella term of serious and organised crime, which may be drugs and county lines, child sexual exploitation, modern day slavery, financial fraud, cybercrime, and car crime (Crimestoppers, 2020). There are estimated to be more than 4,500 serious and organised Crime groups in the United Kingdom, with the annual cost of serious and organised crime in 2015-16 being £37 billion (NAO, 2019).
County lines is a term in which mobile phone lines are used by gangs, to help them infiltrate areas where a need for these substances is identified, with it being estimated that approximately 46,000 young persons between the ages of ten and eighteen being believed to be a part of or associated with these gangs (Williams and Finlay, 2018). Persons who are of a young age, are seen as ideal targets to be recruited for these gangs due to having limited money or no criminal footprint, and it is an opportunity for them to start making so called “easy” money by doing simple tasks such as picking up drugs and delivering it to a buyer (Cardiff Council, 2018). According to Little and Steinberg (2006), there are five key factors for persons becoming involved in county lines, with these being low job opportunities, high levels of peer group pressure, poor neighbourhood conditions, parental substance abuse and a low quality of parenting from a young age. Persons who recruit individuals to become involved in county lines usually look for persons who are vulnerable, as due to the situation or circumstances in that they are in, they are unable to protect themselves from either harm or exploitation (Northumbria Police, 2022).

2.2 The effects that serious and organised crime has on offenders and victims.
Serious and Organised Crime can have a major effect on the persons who are involved in it, and other members of the public who have been victim to it. Three men who were involved in running a website on the “dark web” selling drugs, were jailed for a total of 43 and a half years. It was discovered that the persons involved were mixing drugs with fentanyl, which is over 100 times stronger that morphine (National Crime Agency, 2020). In the year 2020, it was recorded that the number of drug related deaths in England and Wales was the highest it had ever been since records had started back in 1993 (Ambrose, 2021). As per Shearing, (2022), a total of 4,561 deaths were registered in 2021 which were related to drug poisoning, which is an equivalent to a rate of 79.5 per one million people. Shearing also further details how more than twice as many men had died due to drug overdoses than women, and that the highest rate in terms of age of those who had died were aged between 45-49.
Serious and organised crime causes major violence issues due to the associated gang culture, with rival gangs wanting to cause serious harm to their opposition as they may feel under threat that they are stealing their “customers”. Many of these persons who are involved in these gangs carry knives for protection, with knife related behaviour among young people increasing yearly (Kneebone, 2018). This can result in severe consequences for the persons who are caught up in the acts of serious and organised crime, with it sometimes leading to a deadly ending.  In 2023, a total of 7 persons were arrested and sentenced to a total of 119 years in prison after a young person was stabbed to death following a dispute over drugs, after the person that was killed was believed to have been selling drugs on another gang’s patch (South Wales Police, 2021). Some of the persons who are involved in serious and organised crime, can be seen as potential victims of modern slavery as they may be forced into taking part in the crimes in which they are committing by persons higher up using threats and intimidation (O’Brien and Palmer, 2022). This form of crime can have a great effect on the victims involved, with victims often suffering from major upset and distress, with some victims left feeling a great sense of anger and wanting to seek revenge (Wrede, Ask and Stromwell, 2015).  Research conducted by Wrede, Ask and Stromwell states how persons go through a mix of emotions when they fall victim to crime, and that many victims’ years on from when an incident has occurred can be affected with issues such as PTSD.
The government have set up a framework in what is known as a National Referral Mechanism (NRM) to identify victims of this. GOV.UK (2022), goes on to tell us how the victims may not be aware that they are being exploited, and that they may have only consented to certain elements of their exploitation, or have accepted the situation in which they are in. GOV.UK further details in their report that referrals should only be made by a designated first responder, such as the police force, where they may suspect someone of being involved in modern day slavery, or where a person has consented to and understood the complication of the referral. Persons who are identified as victims through the NRM, can be offered access to protection, and be referred to the relevant partner agencies so that they can be provided further guidance and support (Abou Merhi, 2021).

2.3 The disruption tactics in which South Wales Police use to overcome serious and organised crime on the road’s networks, and whether these tactics are effective.
The roads policing unit within South Wales Police play a major part in disrupting serious and organised crime on the public roads. An officer that is a part of the roads policing unit has more specific training which assists their job role within the department, such as advanced driving, TPAC (tactical pursuit and containment), ANPR, communication, and much more will allow them to perform at a more advanced level and help them prevent and tackle criminality on the roads (White, 2022). The National Police Chiefs Council, (2022), have created four aims to help make the roads in the United Kingdom a safer place, with these being preventing harm and saving lives, driving technology, changing minds, and tackling crime. Users of the road’s networks wish to feel safe and secure when they are using the roads, to which they look towards roads policing officers as they hold a more elevated profile in policing among the public, to which a person may see a roads policing officer as the face of the police (Corbett, 2007).
There are several strategies and tactics that are used within South Wales Police in disrupting serious and organised crime on the roads. With the improvements over recent times with technological advancements, it has allowed police officers; especially officers within the roads policing unit, to be more effective and efficient in their role, with it also enabling them to be safer in carrying out the role in which they do (McGuire and Holt, 2017). One of the most important devices a roads policing officers may use when disrupting and fighting against serious and organised crime being committed on the roads is the use of Automatic Number Plate Recognition Cameras (ANPR). Surprisingly, ANPR cameras have been around for a considerable amount of time, with the first ANPR camera being invented at the end of the 1970s in the United Kingdom by the Police Scientific Development Branch (Mahamed-Hassan, 2019). South Wales Police, (n.d) say that ANPR technology can be used to help disrupt criminal activity that is being conducted on the roads at a local, force regional and national level. South Wales Police (n.d) further go on to state how ANPR cameras work by collecting the registration plate details that is on a vehicle, and then having that registration plate instantly checked against the police database where it may arise that the vehicle being checked might be a vehicle of interest. The National Policing Improvement Agency (2007) released a document sharing the ways in which ANPR cameras can be used in reactive and proactive investigations. In a reactive investigation, ANPR can be used to help research the movements of possible suspects, and furthermore identify the vehicles that are being used by suspects to facilitate the crimes in which they are committing. In a proactive investigation, the National Policing Improvement Agency share how it may be used in researching the movements that are being made by a suspect that they are trying to trace and assist officers in conducting an arrest strategy for a suspect that may be outstanding. There have been many examples in which ANPR has been used within South Wales Police, and in other force areas. In 2010, South Wales Police conducted a major operation which saw more than 20 arrests being made in just one day for persons being heavily linked with serious and organised crime. The number of persons arrested were assisted using ANPR cameras, which allowed South Wales Police Officers track and locate persons of interest, after having things such as markers being placed on the vehicles in which they were travelling in (WalesOnline, 2010). However, it is important to note that ANPR may not always be effective when disrupting serious and organised crime on the roads. Gupta, Singh, and Mandoria, (2020) have stated that ANPR cameras can be less effective in extreme weather conditions, and that there can be things such as privacy issues where sensitive information will be collected to which this information could be misused. Serious and organised crime offenders can use tactics to overcome the being identified by ANPR cameras - as the easiest way to avoid this is by stealing number plates, which shows the identity of the vehicle as something else than it originally is (South Wales Police, n.d). Kirwan, (2022) tell us how with the rise of ANPR cameras, in the year of 2021 54,400 number plates were stolen and used on vehicles to help aid their offence.
Officers within the roads policing unit of South Wales Police are also trained to a higher-level standard of driving compared to a standard officer, which again further assists with disrupting serious and organised crime in which is being committed on the roads. Officers within the roads policing unit are trained in advanced driving techniques where it is vital that they give due regard to their behaviour and driving manner, to which it allows authorised and qualified drivers from observing the speed limit, observing keep left and right signs, and complying with traffic lights (College of Policing, 2013).
There may incidents on the roads where an offender of serious and organised crime may be spotted by an officer, to which they may fail to stop for that officer when instructed to do so. This may lead to what is known as a “police pursuit”. An advanced police driver is deemed to be in pursuit when a driver is indicating by their actions or the manner of their driving that they have no intention to stop for the police officer, and the police officer believes that the driver of the vehicle in which they are requesting to stop is aware of this, where then the police officer continues to follow the vehicle where they may report the progress that the vehicle is making or make an attempt to stop it (West Midlands Police, n.d). Northumbria Police (n.d), state that a pursuit can be split up into two stages, the initial phase and the tactical phase. Northumbria Police say how the initial phase of the pursuit begins as soon as the driver fails to stop for police after being ordered to do so, and that the tactical phase is declared when a tactically trained pursuit commander is identified and there are appropriate resolution tactics available to the officers. The options that will be chosen to bring the pursuit to a safe ending is decided by the tactically trained pursuit commander. A tactic in which is available to officers who are of an advanced driving level to bring the pursuit to a safe ending, is the use of TPAC (tactical pursuit and containment) tactics. TPAC trained officers, are responsible for dynamically risk assessing the pursuit and communicating this information back to the control room staff (Christie, 2020). Options which they may decide to use at their disposal may be the use of tactical contact, which is used when there is a high risk of danger to life and consists of the police vehicle making contact with the subject vehicle, with the hope that it will lose control and traction (PoliceInfoCentre, n.d). A further tactic in which a TPAC trained officer may use is the use of a stinger device. A stinger device is used to deflate a vehicles tyre, which helps slow down the speed of a vehicle with it usually causing the vehicle to come to a full stop therefore bringing the pursuit to an ending (Gibbs, 2002). Flett (2023), tell us how two persons after being linked to thefts of stolen vehicles in the South Wales area, were caught and apprehended after a pursuit had been initiated which was brought to an ending by TPAC tactics, with both persons involved ultimately arrested for the offences in which they had committed. However, it is important to note that not all pursuits come to a safe conclusion, as there are high risks to the lives of the persons that are involved in the pursuit. The IOPC (2022) released figures in 2022, stating that there had been 39 fatalities from 32 police related incidents, with 33 of the fatalities coming from police pursuit-related incident. This was an increase of 14 deaths from the previous year, with it also being noted that that there were a total of 3 emergency response related incidents and fatalities.
2.4- Conclusion
The effects of serious and organised crime have a devastating impact to those who are involved within the crimes, and the persons who fall victim to the crime that have been committed. Persons have been killed because of serious and organised crime; therefore, it is important that support is being offered to those within, and referrals are made to try and draw persons who are involved away from committing crime. South Wales Police are using many tactics which are at their disposal to disrupt and stop organised crime on the public roads, with the use of things such as the ANPR and TPAC techniques, which have been able to assist and capture high profile offenders. However, it is also very important to note how these methods are not always effective and can lead to severe consequences such as the loss of a person’s life in rare circumstances if the tactics being used were not done in a safe manner.
Research Methodology
3.0 Introduction
In this chapter, the research methodology will be explained and the ways in which the research will be conducted. It will also be detailed how data will be collected from the research, with this data assisting in answering the following main objectives;
· Identifying the great effects that serious and organised Crime has on its offenders and the victims.
· Assessing the disruption tactics in which South Wales Police use to overcome serious and organised Crime.
· Analysing whether the tactics that are used by South Wales Police are effective in preventing Serious and Organised crime on the public roads.
Research methodology is procedures, techniques, and a system of models that can be used to assist with finding the results of a research problem (Panneerselvam, 2014). There are two types of research which are primary and secondary research. Primary research is research in which is collected first hand by the researcher, rather than research that is based upon information found in books or on the internet (Lowe and Zemliansky, 2011). Secondary research is referred to as the analysis of the primary research and can review the primary research evidence in which is collected (Bermingham, 2020).

3.1 Research Strategy
An internet questionnaire is going to be distributed to obtain research information, as questionnaires are an effective way of finding a mixture of qualitative and quantitative data. A questionnaire will be compiled from a series of questions, with the purpose of it being to gather information from the respondents (Mcleod, 2023). Qualitative data is information in which cannot be measured or counted, with the focus of this data being on exploring subjective experiences, attitudes, and opinions through the researcher’s observation (McLeod, 2023). Qualitative data will be obtained by asking the participants taking part in the questionnaire questions which are open ended. An open-ended question will allow the participate to demonstrate themselves more freely on a given topic and allows the respondent to use their own terminology (Fauvelle, 2019). Quantitative data is information in which can be measured or counted, and this form of data is deemed to be more universal and fixed (Stevens, 2020). Quantitative data is going to be obtained from the participant by asking them closed questions. This differs from the open-ended questions asked to obtain qualitative data. Closed questions are more straight to the point and allows the participant to have a limited number of options to respond with (Dossetto, 2023). By using a questionnaire with both open and closed questions, it will allow a variation of responses from the participants who are taking part which will consist of responses that are more direct, and responses in which have more of an opinion from the persons who are taking part. There will be a mixture of questions which will allows the respondent to tick boxes, and on other questions allows the respondent to free type and give more of a detailed response to what is being asked. It is important that the target sample is aimed towards police officers who are working within South Wales Police, as they will already have a good understanding of the main objectives of this research, therefore they will be able to provide detailed responses to what is being asked of them. The questionnaire will have a range of approximately 10-15 questions, with it predicting to reach a sample size between 20 and 40 persons. Prior to creating the questionnaire, considerations have been taken for the number of responses in which may be received, so questions have been made to be short and concise so that participants did not become disinterested. The findings from the research are going to be analysed into pie charts as the data the information obtained in this format is easily understandable, however it is important that the pie charts are highlighted in a way which is relevant and coherent (Amaresan, 2019).

3.2 Research Philosophy 
There are three different types of philosophies which are important and to be considered when carrying out research with the participants, with these being ontology, epistemology, and axiology. Ontology is concerned with how humans can acquire knowledge with what exists within the world (Moon and Blackman, 2017). Ontologies are deemed to be very important due the fact they make clear the concepts that people will want to learn about and discuss with one another, in addition establishing an important relationship amongst the concepts (National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, 2022, pp.9–16). Conee and Feldman (2004, pp.11–27), goes on to tell us how epistemology is difficult to understand without transcendental constraints. Epistemology can be defined as the study of criteria by which the researcher categorises what knowledge is and is not (Dudovskiy, 2009). Axiology deals with the controversies of what is right and wrong, furthermore measuring types of perceptual biases and the level of development (Alele and Malau-Aduli, 2023). Axiology includes the philosophical and theoretical foundations for the individual, the values of the discipline and the value for methodological choice within the investigation (Throne, El-Amin and Houghton, 2021). Philosophies are very important within research methodology as it will have a direct impact on the research methodology in which is chosen and can also influences the ways in which you analyse your data, the way you display the data in which has been received and the design of the research (Jansen, 2023).

3.3 Research Onion
Saunders et al. (2007) developed what is now known as the research onion, which explains the different decisions that will be made when a person is creating and developing a research methodology (Phair and Warren, 2021). According to Melnikovas (2018), the research methodology has its starting point with the main philosophy, which chooses methods and strategies, approaches, as well as the conclusion of time horizons. This altogether takes the research logic to the research design.
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The Research Onion, (Saunders et al. 2007).

3.4 Limitations and Ethical issues
There may be limitations and ethical issues when conducting the questionnaire which have been considered prior to commencement. The main limitation in which may result in issues arising for the research is the work commitments of those in which the questionnaire is aimed at. As the target sample is going to be police officers within South Wales Police, it is known that they will already have busy schedules, therefore asking them to take part in the questionnaire may add to the pressure in which they may already be under. As a result of this, it is important that the questionnaire does not consist of too many questions as this may take up too much of the participant’s time.
The ethical issues have been considered which may arise and ways in which these issues can be overcome. Persons who are going to take part in the questionnaire are going to remain anonymous, therefore no personal data such as their names, date of birth, addresses will be obtained or stored. The potential for harm must be considered, such as psychological harm or social harm. This may deter participants taking part in the questionnaire; therefore, it will need to be ensured that the welfare and safety for those taking part is paramount. Also, participation is voluntary, therefore no pressure will be added to those persons who wish not to take part. It will be stated at the start of the questionnaire that participants can withdraw at any point if they wish to for any reasons and that they can skip any questions in which they may not want to answer.

3.5 Summary
In summary, the research methodology relating to the question of “How South Wales Police disrupts serious and organised crime” has been explained, which will assist in the next chapter of the research in creating a questionnaire. The feedback which is received from the questionnaire will be analysed and discussed in further detail.

Analysis of Results
4.0 Introduction
In this chapter of the dissertation, the responses will be analysed and examined from the questionnaire which was distributed to a number of police officers working within South Wales Police. The questionnaire was sent to 40 officers working in departments such as Response, Organised Crime and Roads Policing. This questionnaire was aimed at officers from these departments as may have had dealings previously with individuals who are committing serious and organised Crime on public roads and may have used tactics and methods themselves to establish or implement ways on how to disrupt such crimes being committed. It was intended that a total of 40 responses from officers working various roles across South Wales Police were received, however only 17 participants have taken part in the questionnaire. From a personal perspective that this may be down to officers already having an extremely busy schedule and may not of had the time in completing the survey with reasons such as persons being on annual leave and other commitments being taking into consideration.

4.1 Data Analysis
Data analysis is the process of modelling, collecting and analysing data using several different logistical methods and techniques (Calzon, 2023). Data analysis is deemed to be very important as researchers can establish patterns that they may have not been able to establish by themselves and allows researchers to make conclusions with more confidence and greater detail (Chia, 2023). Data has been collected by using the website SmartSurvey, where the data has then been put into pie charts as it enables the reader briefly to make an immediate analysis so that they are able understand the information swiftly and effortlessly (Rajasekhar, n.d.).

4.2 Questionnaire
The first question in which participants is “how long have you worked for South Wales Police?”. Out of the 17 officers in which have taken part in the questionnaire, it shows that most of the participants who have taken part have a total of 0-2 years of service in South Wales Police, coming to a total of 41% of data collected from this question. Officers who have had over five years’ experience working within South Wales Police are deemed to be more “experienced” officers, who may have had greater dealings and better knowledge when it comes to disrupting serious and organised crime being committed on the public roads. 24% of the participants have stated that they have 5 years plus experience in working within South Wales Police.


Participants were asked “what department do you work in within South Wales Police?”. Nine of the participants have stated that they work on response, four have stated that they work on the roads policing department and four participants have stated that they work on the organised crime team. It was deemed to be important that the questionnaire was distributed to a mixture of teams working within South Wales Police as they may provide more of a varied response due to how much involvement they have had with this form of crime.



Participants were asked “explain your understanding of what Serious and Organised Crime is”.  This was important to ask participants at the start of the questionnaire so that they could display their understanding of serious and organised crime. The general response to this from participants was groups of people who either work individually or as a group, which commit acts of crime which are well planned which consist of offences such as the supply of controlled substances, fraud etc. However, some participants are not fully aware of what serious and organised crime is, with participants stating that this is due to a lack of dealing with this form of crime.

Participants were asked “do you think it would be beneficial for a compulsory attachment in your probationary period with the organised crime team and the roads policing?”. In response to this, all the respondents have answered with “yes”. This would be deemed to be beneficial for several reasons, with the main reason being that it would provide officers an insight to the different types of organised crime in which is being committed in the South Wales area, and the ways that specialist departments such as these implement the strategies in which are available to them to effectively deal with these sorts of crimes. It would be deemed beneficial in the probationary period of a police officer because they may come across forms of organised crime early on in their career, therefore by having a good understanding of it and ways it can be identified and dealt with would result in the officer dealing with it in a better manner.



Participants were asked “are you aware of the current strategies that South Wales Police use in disrupting Serious and Organised Crime being committed on the public roads?”. Over half of the participants who have taken part in the questionnaire have stated that they are aware of the current strategies that South Wales Police use in disrupting serious and organised crime within South Wales Police, with the total amount of data for participants stating “yes” being 59%. As the questionnaire was targeted to officers working within the organised crime team and the roads policing department, they may have greater understanding in these strategies than officers who have responded who may work on a response unit, as they may not deal with such incidents on a regular basis. With only 59% of participants stating “yes” to this question, it shows that this could be down to a lack of training around the strategies that are in place, furthermore with 41% of the participants having 0-2 years of service it shows that this data may be because of a lack of experience from officers.


Participants were asked “do you believe the tactics used by South Wales Police are effective in disrupting Serious and Organised Crime on the public roads?”. 88% of the participants have answered “yes” to this question, with only 12% of participants answering “no”. Participants have stated that because of the advancements in technology, such as the use of ANPR tactics, it allows officers to catch offenders more efficiently and effectively.

Participants were asked “what type of effects do you think Serious and Organised Crime has on its victims and its offenders?”. There have been several varied responses, however all participants appear to have the same opinions on the effects that the crimes have on the victims. Participants state that it leaves them feeling in fear and can leave them with long lasting emotional and psychological harm. Participants have stated however depending on the form of crime in which they have been a victim of, the effect and how long they are effected the crime can vary, as a person of a crime such as vehicle theft may feel sense of anger however this feeling may ease with time, whereas a victim of a burglary may be in constant fear and the crime may have a much more deeper impact on their mental health and feelings of safety. Participants have also stated that it is important that the police react in an effective manner to support the victims of these types of crimes, as in failing to do may result in victims losing trust in the police.

Participants were asked “do you feel as though there is sufficient training provided by the force on Serious and Organised Crime?”. In response to this question, most of the participants have stated that they do not believe that sufficient training is provided by the force on this form of crime, which raises the question on whether further training needs to be provided to officers to provide them with a better understanding and knowledge of the forms of crime and the strategies that are in place.
Participants were asked “do you feel as though South Wales Police prioritises Serious and Organised Crime being committed on the public roads?”. Over half of the participants have responded “no” to this question, with this being a total of 47% of the participants. This may be because participants who work on response units may not have the time do focus on things such as serious and organised crime due to them having heavy workloads and having to respond to incidents in which the force control room pass to them to attend.

Participants were asked “do you feel as though further education provided in schools would help deter young persons away from being involved in Serious and Organised Crime?”. All the participants have stated that they believe that this would be beneficial for this education to be provided, and all participants have provided the same general response to this question. The general response for this question is that with education provided, it can help lead young persons onto the right path and teach them ways in which can discourage them and protect them from becoming involved in these forms of crimes.

Findings and Conclusions
5.0 Introduction
In this chapter, the data from the research will be summarised, with the question for what my research and discoveries have been focused on being “How South Wales Police disrupts Serious and Organised Crime on the public roads”. Previously in this dissertation, the research strategy which was used was detailed and a review of existing literature has been conducted, which has then enabled the most recent part of the dissertation to be conducted which is the analysis of results. From the questionnaire, both quantitative and qualitative data has been received by conducting the questionnaire anonymously with officers who work within South Wales Police. By reviewing the existing literature and conducting research with officers who work within South Wales Police, the aim of this dissertation is that it will be able to provide further reading and evidence on how South Wales Police disrupts serious and organised crime on the public roads.

5.1 The achievement of objectives
For this study, there were three objectives in which were set.
1. Identifying the great effects that serious and organised Crime has on its offenders and their victims.
1. Assessing the disruption tactics in which South Wales Police use to overcome serious and organised Crime on the road’s networks.
1. Analyse whether the disruption tactics that are used by South Wales Police are effective in preventing serious and organised Crime on the public roads.

5.2 Identifying the great effects that serious and organised Crime has on its offenders and their victims.
As a result of conducting the questionnaire, an understanding has been developed on the effects that serious and organised crime has on its offenders and victims by collecting qualitative data from participants. Participants have stated that being the victim within serious and organised crime can leave victims feeling in fear and can also have effects such as emotional, psychological, physical, or financial harm, which can further influence the victim’s family and other persons around them. It is important to remember that this is a police perception of the effects in which this crime has on its victims. In 2015, the Office of National Statistics conducted a survey with victims in which it was reported that victims of crime have a significantly lower personal well-being than persons who have not been a victim of crime, furthermore, having a great effect on their “life satisfaction”. This shows that the data in which has been received from participants who are of a police background compares greatly to data in which has been received of victims of crime. As for the effects on the offenders, participants have stated that the effects that this can have on them can be dramatic, as participants have stated that they have attended previous incidents where persons who are involved in this crime have been seriously injured from other rival members, and in more serious cases offenders have been murdered due to them being involved within serious and organised crime.

5.3 Assessing the disruption tactics in which South Wales Police use to overcome serious and organised Crime on the road’s networks.
The force has many options at its disposal when it comes to fighting against crime being committed on the road’s networks. As stated previously in the literature review by McGuire and Holt, (2022), with the advancements in technology over recent times it has allowed police officers in a variety of different roles to be more effective and efficient. These advancements which have been established in the research could be things such as the use of ANPR cameras, which help detect and deter crime where there have been several high-profile crime detection successes (Gurney et al., 2013). Furthermore, as identified in the literature review, officers within departments such as the roads policing unit, will be trained and provided with several advanced driving skills in order to disrupt serious and organised crime being committed on the public roads, such as being trained in TPAC, where advanced drivers are responsible for dynamically risk assessing a pursuit and relaying this back to the control room, with the end goal being to bring the pursuit to a safe conclusion (Christie, 2020).

5.4 Analyse whether the disruption tactics that are used by South Wales Police are effective in preventing serious and organised Crime on the public roads.
Both quantitative and qualitative data was received by participants in analysing the disruption tactics used by South Wales Police in preventing serious and organised crime. A total of 88% of the participants who have taken part in the questionnaire believe that the tactics being currently used are effective, again stating that with the advancements in technology being a benefit in preventing this form of crime, and many other tactics such as the use of a stinger device at an officer’s disposal. However, as results have shown that only 59% are aware of the strategies that have been put in place. This may be because of some participants not being made aware of as strategies such as the National Strategic Assessment of Serious and Organised crime, which has been released by the National Crime Agency where they have identified major crime trends which have been identified so that police forces can focus on these aims. Participants not being aware of such assessments may be down to a lack of training, or training being focused on other areas within policing.

5.5 Recommendations
5.5.1 Questionnaire
The questionnaire in which was created was made to collect qualitative and quantitative data from participants. The questionnaire was sent to 40 officers who worked in various departments within South Wales Police, however only a total of 17 responses were received. This may be down to several reasons such as participants on annual leave, or not having the time to take part in the questionnaire due to personal commitments. If the questionnaire was to be conducted again, it would be ensured that the questionnaire was distributed to more officers and more time was provided to them before the deadline, to generate more quantitative and qualitative data.

5.5.2 Further training
It has been identified from participants that it would be beneficial for further training to be provided when it comes to serious and organised crime to make officers more aware of the current strategies that are in place. This further training would be beneficial to be delivered by police officers/staff as they would have had first-hand experience within this area of work and the training should be delivered to all front-line police officers as they will most certainly come across serious and organised crime within their careers. The training would be deemed worthwhile as it would also interlink with other areas of policing and should be provided in the earlier stages of an officer’s career so that they are aware of the strategies and what serious and organised crime is early on in their careers.

5.5.3 Attachments for officers
Participants have stated that they would deem it to be beneficial to have a compulsory attachment in the organised crime team and in roads policing within their probationary period. This could be implemented by the force planning team and the training department, who can ensure that officers could find the suitable time to take part in these attachments, so that the shift in which they are on do not fall short of resources. A checklist of incidents in which they must deal with whilst on the attachment would also be beneficial in showing that the officer has confidently dealt with a range of incidents whilst on the attachments.

5.5.4 Further education in schools
As discovered in the literature review, persons are involved in serious and organised crime from very young ages. Participants have stated that they would believe it to be beneficial for further education to be provided to persons of a young age. Therefore, intervention with young persons should be implemented early on in their lives such as during the school period. An article produced by O’Donnell (2023) has stated how educational sessions were implemented in schools in Dorset to raise awareness and the consequences of being involved in serious and organised crime to which had a positive impact from the children present. This should be more regularly implemented across the schools of South Wales, as from research from Hayward (2022) shows that crime is on the rise.

6.0 Final Thoughts
Serious and organised crime being committed on the road’s networks will always be a challenge for officers working within South Wales Police to overcome, due to there being approximately 39,000 criminals involved in the United Kingdom in more than 5,800 groups targeting the most vulnerable communities (Local Government Association, 2015). However, it is important to note that officers within South Wales Police are doing an effective job in the fight against serious and organised crime being committed on the public roads from the discoveries made and articles released highlighting the positive work in which they are doing. From the findings of the research which has been conducted, most of the participants have stated that they believe the tactics used by South Wales Police are effective in disrupting serious and organised crime being committed on the public roads, which may be down to the many advancements in technology as previously stated and detailed in this dissertation. It is evident that from the research conducted in this dissertation that officers working within South Wales Police have seen the effects that the crimes can have on the offenders due to officers dealing with the offenders first hand, and most importantly the victims to which the crimes can cause them to suffer with great depression and have further effects on their physical and mental health (Herman, 2003). Furthermore, from the data collected within this research, recommendations have been made to which participants have stated that it would be deemed beneficial that more in force training is provided to officers in raising their knowledge and understanding with serious and organised crime, which may also improve officers in being aware of the current strategies that are in place in South Wales Police. Participants have also stated that compulsory attachments with specialist departments such as the organised crime team and roads policing would be beneficial as officers within these specialised units will have a good understanding of serious and organised crime and the strategies that are in place in, therefore will be able to pass this knowledge on to officers who are undertaking the attachments. In conclusion, South Wales Police have several tactics and abilities to disrupt serious and organised crime being committed on the public roads, and the tactics in which are used by the force are believed from the research to be effective and efficient in the fight against it. 
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8.1- Appendix two: Application for ethical approval


APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL

In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.  

Delete the Guidance Notes at the end of the form BEFORE submitting your application


SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	Full Name:
	Ryan Dugmore

	Tick all boxes which apply:

	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	Undergraduate Student
	☒	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐	Postgraduate Research Student
	☐


	Institute/Academic Discipline/Centre:
	
Business School or other 

	Campus:
	
Swansea

	E-mail address:
	
2023914@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

	Contact Telephone Number:
	


	For students:

	Student Number:
	2023914

	Programme of Study:
	

	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	






SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	☒	NO
	☐
	
	Date

	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☒	

	
	Institute Research Committee
	☐	

	
	Other (write in)

	☐	



SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines.

	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice

	☒
	
UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	☒

	

	☐



SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
	Does the research activity involve collaborators outside of the University?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	
If Yes, please provide the name of the external organisation and name and contact details for the main contact person and confirmation this person has consented to their personal data being shared.as part of this collaboration.

	Institution
	


	Contact person name
	


	Contact person e-mail address

	

	Has this individual consented to sharing their details on this form?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	Is your research externally funded
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	Permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒




Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	Indicative title:
	How South Wales Police disrupts Serious and Organised crime on the public roads.

	Proposed start date:
	27/02/2023
	Proposed end date:
	09/10/2023

	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the three points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	Purpose of Research Activity
This research addresses the case of ways in which South Wales Police disrupts serious and organised crime on the public roads. This will be researching the tactics in which South Wales Police use and how effective these tactics are in capturing the offenders of serious and organised crime and bringing them to justice.


(this box should expand as you type)

	Research Question

Identifying the great effects that serious and organised crime has on its offenders and their victims.

Assess the disruption tactics in which South Wales police use in order to overcome serious and organised crime on the road’s networks.

Explaining whether the tactics that are used by South Wales Police are effective in preventing serious and organised crime on the public roads

(this box should expand as you type)

	Aims of Research Activity

The aim of my research is to establish whether the disruption tactics that are being used by South Wales Police are an effective way of disrupting persons who are committing serious and organised crimes and using the roads in order to facilitate this.

(this box should expand as you type)

	Objectives of Research Activity

The objective of my research activity is to conduct an extent literature review on the tactics used by South Wales Police, and the tactics in which are used by South Wales Police in disrupting serious and organised crime on the roads. This will be done by identifying the great effects that serious and organised crime has on its offenders and their victims. I will also be assessing the disruption tactics in which South Wales police use in order to overcome serious and organised crime on the road’s networks, and I shall also be further explaining whether the tactics that are used by South Wales Police are effective in preventing serious and organised crime on the public roads.
(this box should expand as you type)

	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed.

	In the research, the method that I will be using for will be conducting a questionnaire. I will ensure that I challenge the ethical issues as best as I can, and so that this can be done, I will make the questionnaire anonymous so that in order to make sure that the person who is taking part, knows that their details will not be able to be traced and therefore may feel more comfortable in taking part. I intend focusing the questionnaire to serving Police Constables who are assigned to the Roads Policing Unit and officers who are currently working on response, to which will be best suited to my research as these persons would have had first-hand experience when it comes to policing on the roads and incidents of serious and organised crime. In my survey, I will ask a variety of open and closed questions, which by doing this will allow me to get a mixture of responses from simple feedback such as “yes’ and “no”, and more detailed feedback in which the person who is taking part in the surgery will have to give me a more in-depth response. I will ensure that participants with remain anonymous so no personal details will have to be provided to myself such as name, address, date of birth etc. I will also not hold any of the information any longer than is necessary from my participants and ensure that data protection regulations is followed at all times by retrieving the responses that are provided on a secure laptop.
 


(this box should expand as you type)




	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	The location of where my research will take place will be over the South Wales Police force area, from officers who work in a vary of different sectors who deal with a wide range of members of the public.

(this box should expand as you type)

	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants.

	


(this box should expand as you type)


	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available?   

	NO
	☒

	
	YES
	☐

	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with prevailing data protection law of the country in question and England and Wales.



(this box should expand as you type)





SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	Will the research activity include:
	
YES
	
NO

	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☒
	☐

	Use of interviews?
	☐
	☒

	Use of diaries?
	☐
	☒

	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	Other primary data collection methods, please explain in this box
For example, ‘focus groups’. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) in this box and tick the accompany box.
	☐
	☒

	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 



SECTION G: Intended Participants
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	Students or staff at the University?
	☐
	☐

	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☒

	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	Others (please identify specifically any group who may be unable to give consent) please indicate here and tick the appropriate box.

	☒
	☐

	Other – please indicate here: This will include officers who work in the Roads Policing Unit and response officers within South Wales Police. All these persons will be over the age of 18 years of age.



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	How many participants are expected?

	I estimate approximately 25 persons to participate.


(this box should expand as you type)

	Who will the participants be?

	
Police officers who work in the Roads Policing Unit and response officers within South Wales Police

(this box should expand as you type)

	How will you identify the participants?
	
I will identity the participants by seeking to find persons who have had first-hand experience within the Roads Policing Unit and officers who have dealt with persons involved within serious and organised crime.
(this box should expand as you type)





	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☐
	☐
	☐

	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	Written consent not deemed as the persons who will be taking part will be doing it via a word document, and will also remain anonymous

(this box should expand as you type)



	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	


(this box should expand as you type)





SECTION H: Anticipated Risks
	
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 

	Yes 
	☐

	
	No
	☒

	Risks to participants
For example: emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	Risk to Participant:
· Emotional distress
· Transfer of personal data
· Data protection breach
· Protection of confidentiality


(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you mitigate the Risk to Participant
I will ensure that I will make sure that the persons who are taking part in my research do not feel obliged to take part, and at any time they can stop and withdraw. I will ensure to all the persons who are taking part that their data will be fully protected and will not be kept any longer than is necessary. I will also inform the participants that no transfer of personal data will be done as all persons who take part will remain anonymous. By the participants also remaining anonymous, the responses that they will provide will be confidential and will only be known to myself.

(this box should expand as you type)

	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
None
(this box should expand as you type)

	Risks to investigator
For example: personal safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	Risk to Investigator:

None

(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you mitigate the Risk to Investigator:

None

(this box should expand as you type)

	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	Risk to University:

Data protection breach

(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you mitigate the Risk to University:

I will ensure that the information that is received from the people who participate is password protected, and that it will not be held any longer than is necessary. 

(this box should expand as you type)



	Disclosure and Barring Service

	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☒
	☐





SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
The feedback will be given to participants via a word document, and this will be completed upon completion of the research.

(this box should expand as you type)

	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
Before any of my potential participants take part in my research, it will be fully informed to them what is involved for when they participate. Before their consent is given, it will be assured to them that they understand all of the information in which I have provided them, so that they are able to make an informed decision whether or not they would like to take part.

(this box should expand as you type)

	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	All persons who take part in my research have the right to privacy, and the data in which I collect from them should not be kept for any longer in which is necessary. I will ensure that this is not the case and ensure that the persons who are taking part in my research are to be kept anonymous so that I will not be able to link any individual responses to any persons.

(this box should expand as you type)





SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage
In completing this section refer to the University’s Research Data Management Policy and the extensive resources on the University’s Research Data Management web pages (http://uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/).
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person.
	☐
	☐

	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	

This is a NO, however it will not let me tick the box.
(this box should expand as you type)

	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	
☐
	
☐

	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	
This is a NO, however it will not let me tick the box.

(this box should expand as you type)


	
Will the research activity involve storing personal data and/or special category data on one of the following:
	YES
	NO

	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☒

	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	Home or other personal computers?
	☒
	☐

	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☒
	☐

	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☐
	☒

	Other – specify:

	☐
	☒

	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	For the data in which is taken from participants, this will be stored on a laptop protected computer, in which I only have access to. The computer in which I will use to store the data has a number of settings, which has the use of multiple different password until you eventually unlock the computer, therefore there is no need of any concerns of a risk of data protection.

(this box should expand as you type)

	All Data Storage

	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☒
	☐

	Sharing of data with others at the University?
	☐
	☒

	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	Export of data outside the European Union or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and DPA (and/or any international equivalent):

	
The results of the questionnaire will be transferred to myself electronically. This will not contain any personal data, so there is no concern, and it will be in line with GDPR. I will also be ensuring that this is password protected, and only myself will know the password in order to gain access to this data. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
I will be the only person who is to have access to the data generated by the research activity. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	I will have control of the data in which is generated by the research activity. 


(this box should expand as you type)

	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
All the data in which is collected by myself from participants will be stored on a password protected computer, to which I only know the password to. The data will be stored on my password protected computer until the time that all of my research is complete. It will be collected on a word document.

(this box should expand as you type)

	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	


(this box should expand as you type)

	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)

	YES
	☒

	
	NO
	☐

	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒

	
	NO
	☐





SECTION K: Declaration
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	Signature of applicant:
	RYAN DUGMORE 
	Date:17/02/2023




For STUDENT Submissions:
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	
	Date:

	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☒
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (and have NOT completed Section H of this form) (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.

	☒

	I have deleted the guidance notes before submitting the PG2 for consideration






	RESEARCH STUDENTS AND STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.
You will be informed of the outcome of your claim by email; therefore it is important that you check your University and personal email accounts regularly.



STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit  this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.

This form is available electronically from the Academic Office web pages: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/academic-office/appendices-and-forms/ 



Application Process

All staff research projects and all research students must submit the Ethical Approval Form to the University Research Ethics Committee via the Academic Office (pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk).   Staff research directly in relation to personal study for taught undergraduate or Masters programmes should be submitted via the Institute procedures explained below.

Taught masters and taught undergraduate research Ethical Approval Forms are considered within Institutes.  Institutes will provide details of the specific processes for this.  Where the Ethical issues within any single ethical application are of particular concern the Institute will refer these to the University Research Ethics Committee.   Any student activity that involves the collection of primary data needs to undergo Ethical approval, this includes assignment work as well as dissertations.   

How long have you worked for South Wales Police?

How long have you worked within South Wales Police?	



0-2 years	2-3 years	3-4 years	5 years plus	7	4	2	4	

What department do you work in within South Wales Police?	



Response	Roads policing	Organised crime team	9	4	4	

Do you think it would be beneficial for a compulsory attachment in your probationary period with the organised crime team and roads policing?	



Yes	No	17	
Are you aware of the current strategies that South Wales Police use in disrupting Serious and Organised Crime being committed on the public roads?

Are you aware of the current strategies that South Wales Police use in disrupting Serious and Organised Crime being committed on the public roads	



Yes	No	Partly	10	3	4	

Do you believe the tactics used by South Wales Police are effective in disrupting Serious and Organised Crime on the public roads?	



Yes	No	15	2	

Do you feel as though there is sufficient training provided by the force on Serious and Organised Crime?	



Yes	No	2	15	
Do you feel as though South Wales Police prioritises Serious and Organised Crime being committed on the public roads?

Do you feel as though South Wales Police prioritises Serious and Organised Crime being committed on the public roads?	



Yes	No	Partly	6	8	3	
2

image3.png
How does South Wales Police disrupt Serious and Organised Crime being
committed on the public roads?

This research will analyse and assess the disruption tactics which are in place by South Wales Police in
overcoming the fight against serious and organised crime on the public roads. It will also be focussing
on the effects in which these forms of crime have on not just its victims, but the offenders who suffer
hard consequences due to a result of being involved in this type of lifestyle.

During this questionnaire, you will remain anonymous. Furthermore, you can withdraw at any point and
you are allowed to skip any questions in which you may not want to answer.

Thankyou for taking the time in participating in this research.
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1. How long have you worked for South Wales Police?

(O 0-2 years
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(O 3-4 years

(O 5years plus

2. What department do you work in within South Wales Police?
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2. What department do you work in within South Wales Police?

(O Response

(O Roads Policing

(O Organised Crime Team

3. Explain your understanding of what serious and organised crime
is
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4. Do you think it would be beneficial for a compulsory attachment

in your probationary period with the organised crime team and the
roads policing?

O Yes
O No

5. Are you aware of the current strategies that South Wales Police

use in disrupting Serious and Organised Crime being committed on
the public roads?
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5. Are you aware of the current strategies that South Wales Police
use in disrupting Serious and Organised Crime being committed on
the public roads?

O Yes
O No

QO Partly

6. Do you believe the tactics used by South Wales Police are
effective in disrupting Serious and Organised Crime on the public
roads?
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6. Do you believe the tactics used by South Wales Police are
effective in disrupting Serious and Organised Crime on the public
roads?

O Yes
O No

7. What type of effects do you think Serious and Organised Crime
has on its victims and its offenders?
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7. What type of effects do you think Serious and Organised Crime
has on its victims and its offenders?

8. Do you feel as though there is sufficient training provided by the
force on Serious and Organised Crime?

O Yes
O No
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9. Do you feel as though South Wales Police prioritises Serious and Organised Crime being committed
on the public roads?

QO Yes
QO No

10. Do you feel as though further education provided in schools would help deter young persons away
from being involved in Serious and Organised Crime?

QO Yes
QO No
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