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Recognising and Recording
[bookmark: _Int_kDKlfjTq][bookmark: _Int_KkvIOfkE][bookmark: _Int_6vedzVXb]According to NSPCC learning (2023) practitioners who work with young children should have the correct training and experience to recognise symptoms and signs of abuse. These signs may be indirect and not obvious straight away, this could include the child becoming secluded and anxious, equally they may display unusual aggressive behaviour. However, it is not often that children will verbally tell their practitioner about the abuse they are experiencing due to being afraid they will get in trouble with their family or being in an attempt to protect themselves from having to experience the abuse again. In addition to this, in some cases the abuse that the child is experiencing may be physical and causes injuries such as bruises or cuts. As a practitioner, being able to identify injuries that may not be accidental. According to Durham Children’s Homes Procedures (no date) say that it is important that practitioners can recognise what are uncommon places for a child to have bruises or injuries. These include grasp marks on the arms and legs, symmetrical bruising, handprint marks or on the neck. The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) outlines the unnegotiable rights of all children regardless of their race, religion, abilities or culture. Article 19 of the UNCRC states that children have the right to be safe from violence and that article 13 states that children should have the right of freedom of expressions (UNICEF no date). This means that, in Early Years settings, children should not only feel safe that they will be noticed and protected by their practitioners but should also feel comfortable enough to express their opinions and concerns. This environment is created by the Early Years staff who should create a stable and loving environment by giving the child sufficient nurture, love and positive stimulation through fun activities and resources to help the child emotionally through sensory activities and calming resources (Phajane, M 2014). As this drastic change of behaviour has been noticed in Joanne over the last few weeks it is clear that she may be experiencing a type of abuse. In addition to this, Joanne not wanting to take her cardigan off in unsuitable weather can be an indicator of physical abuse as she may be attempting to hide any possible marks or bruises. This possibility for physical abuse was confirmed when Joanne reached over for the glue and the teacher noticed a bruise on her rib, in this case, the practitioner should report the changes seen in Joanne. Recording signs of abuse is vital for the protection of the child. Often early Years settings use Myconcerns to record possible signs of abuse that a child displays. Myconcerns is a safeguarding software that allows practitioners to record and manage data analysis in a secure and effective way (thesafeguardingcompany 2018). According to Mathivet, S and Pilcher, M (no date) practitioners have the responsibility to record any concerns they have for the child's welfare. This should be done by writing down what the child said word for word, as soon as possible after it being said. The practitioner should not ask any leading questions and should listen carefully to understand what the child is saying fully. After the practitioner records the information, signs and dates it, they should report this immediately to the designated safeguarding officer (DSO). The designated safeguarding officer is the first point of contact for all staff in the work setting to go to with any safeguarding concerns they have for a child. The DSO has a higher level of safeguarding training than other staff, so they have the highest understanding of safeguarding so they can help all staff handle any situation that may arise. The DSO is also responsible for creating a safe and open environment for staff and children to remain approachable and friendly (Leeds Safeguarding Children Partnership (2024). In this case study, the practitioner should record the change in Joanne’s behaviours stating that she used to be talkative and confident but is now withdrawn and anxious, as well as wearing clothes unsuitable for the weather and also the interaction with Joanne where when the practitioner asked Joanne about the bruise she got upset and did not say anything. The practitioner could add to this case by asking open ended questions to investigate further without Joanne feeling interrogated. After these interactions are written down the practitioner should immediately log these onto Myconcerns and inform the designated safeguarding officer as well as comforting Joanne and reassuring her that she is doing the right thing by telling her teacher.
Reporting and Referring 750
[bookmark: _Int_F2SqB9OT][bookmark: _Int_Zz7D9ShO][bookmark: _Int_qJgQLTrb]When reporting a safeguarding concern, there are many factors that need to be considered. According to the Action for Children organisation 2024 it is important to speak up for the child as soon as possible. This should be reported to the designated safeguarding officer, usually the headteacher or the special educational needs coordinator (SENCO). The role of a SENCO is to work with the early years setting to regularly review and support the children with special educational needs. They support children and practitioners of the setting to provide support and new resources to aid the child’s development. For example, sensory needs, speech and language or calming down methods (HM Government Department for Education 2022). The educational setting should keep the reports made in the designated safeguarding officers filing system, whether this is on paper or online. The reports should be confidential and separate from other files that all staff have access to. If the setting decides to make a referral for the child, it is important that they are transparent with the multi-agencies as well as the child’s carers where necessary. However, referrals can be made without informing the parents if it will protect the child’s welfare. For example, if it is the parents imposing the safeguarding risks. If the decision is made not to inform the parents, this should also be reported. The setting should keep a record of all the safeguarding concerns that are reported, and this should be done professionally and confidentially within the setting (Benecare Children’s services no date). This is supported by the Children Act 1989 that places a role for authorities that states that all children should have access to good safeguarding policies within their educational settings and their welfare should be appropriately reported, when necessary, in order to protect their welfare (HM Government 2023). Depending on the type of case, a referral should take no longer than 45 days from the day the concern was reported. However, in more serious cases such as abuse concerns, the case will take higher priority and will be completed quicker (citizensadvice organisation 2024). In Joanne’s case, the setting should report their concerns to the designated safeguarding officer as soon as possible after it has been recorded onto my concerns. In this case, due to the concerns of physical and emotional abuse a referral should be made to multi-agencies such as the police and social services to get Joanne the help she needs. The parents should not be informed of this referral as they may be the cause of the harm. In the meantime, Joanne should receive support and care from her practitioners and receive reassurance that she is safe to tell the setting anything she thinks is important and that help is available for her.



Settings Responsibilities
[bookmark: _Int_bRWe8Jyf][bookmark: _Int_six7pm5U][bookmark: _Int_C7e25rWm][bookmark: _Int_IxQ04lAY][bookmark: _Int_61iv4ARx][bookmark: _Int_5CSyMKpH][bookmark: _Int_BJ3nd3sZ]Every member of staff in the Early Years setting has a responsibility in all aspects of safeguarding. According to EY alliance organisation 2019 states that the practitioner’s role to ensure the child’s welfare is being protected is to always put the child first, believe and support anything the child tells you, and to act timely and professionally. The role of a practitioner also includes liaising with other agencies and committees. It is important that safeguarding is taken as a priority by all staff and all training must be up to date and correct. According to NSPCC (2023) The multi-agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) helps the Early Years setting to make decisions on how to support and help the child who is experiencing poor safeguarding and is essential to child protection. Families access many different services throughout their time in Early Years settings to work together and give children the most effective and best development. Early years settings work with agencies such as speech and language therapists. These agencies are used to help children with speech, language and communication difficulties. These agencies will also keep in contact with the early years setting, parents and other agencies if necessary. Speech and language therapy is crucial to children in their early years as this is the time where they need to communicate the most a part of their social development (Grange Primary School no date). It can be difficult for children who are experiencing abuse to communicate with any person in their life so these types of agencies can be helpful.  in addition to speech and language therapists, Early Years settings work closely with social services when needed. The role of a social worker is to protect and maintain the mental and physical health of children in the home and in their educational setting. Social workers are expected to have sufficient training in safeguarding, manual handling and safe practice with families to ensure that they can support the families in as many ways as possible. Social workers often help in cases where abuse is apparent. They help to provide the child with a healthy and safe upbringing by providing safe age-appropriate accommodation (PACEY 2024). This is supported by the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 that states that the child should have access to services such as, the NHS, police and local authorities to protect and promote their welfare (NSPCC 2024). According to HM Government 2015, where Early Years settings recognise signs of abuse in children, they will need to work with agencies such as the police and medical services due to their high understanding of the sign of abuse in children. The police have a role to protect and promote the welfare of children as well as providing justice against the child’s abuser. As a practitioner works with the child on a daily basis in the setting, they are able to collect a list of symptoms and signs seen in the child that have given a safeguarding concern. This helps other agencies such as the police and medical services as they can ‘piece’ together a case and decide whether action needs to be taken. In this case, it would be effective for the setting to work with other agencies to act on the concerns about Joanne’s possible abuse. This can be done by the practitioner informing the designated safeguarding officer who will contact additional multi-agencies, as well as the practitioner recording the evidence on myconcerns.
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