How to set up a Microsoft Visual Studio 2022 Project


1. Go to: Start button, then scroll down to Visual Studio 2022. (or in Windows 11 select “Apps”)

Click on Visual Studio (note: not “Visual Studio Code”)
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2. You will see the following screen as Visual Studio starts to load:
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The first time especially, it will take a little while to load. 

If you see any screens inviting you to sign in, click on “Not now, maybe later” or “Skip” or similar.






3. You will be invited to Open or Create a project. We will create a new one. Click on "Create a new project"
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4. You will see a lot of options on the next page.
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Type in “wizard” in the bar at the top, and “Windows Desktop Wizard” will come up. Select this and click “Create”
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5. Choose a suitable Project name and change the Location to somewhere you can find easily. I've chosen my Documents folder. 

Also, tick "Place solution and project in the same directory"
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6. Keep the settings to "Console Application" and make sure that "Empty Project" is ticked:

[image: A screenshot of a computer project

Description automatically generated]









7. When the new project has loaded, you will see the following screen:
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8. Next, we need a file.

Right-click on “Source Files” – “Add” – “New Item”
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9. You’ll see something like this:
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You can call your file anything – I usually call mine Source.cpp. Enter your filename and press Add.
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10. You will now see an empty window, similar to the following, ready for you to start typing in your C code:
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11. Use CTRL+F5 to compile and run your programs.


(Note: To open another project, you can use "File – New – Project")

12. If you look in your Documents folder, you’ll see a project folder has been created (mine was Project1) 
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If you want to re-open your project quickly, click on the .sln file – in this case, Project1.sln
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