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Part 2
Education Development Trust (2024) state that high quality provision within a child’s early stages of development supports children’s lifelong learning and behaviours. BirthTo5Matters (No Date) supports the above further stating that a high level of quality settings is where the setting improves children's outcomes. This is where children’s learning supports families as individuals promoting effective family involvement and encourages effective pedagogy. The Department of Education (2015) states that pedagogy is interrelated to a learning environment as well as between practitioners and their learners. Furthermore, quality interactions and environments support a child’s development. 
Teacher Development Trust (2024) support the above further stating that when children receive quality provision from highly qualified staff this can be beneficial to a child’s social and emotional, and cognitive development. Moreover, EFLGE (No Date) support the above stating that research suggests that effective pedagogy through use of positive relationships and interactions promoting shared thinking. Mackenzie (2016) state that sustained shared thinking is where two or more people come together to contribute to solving an identified problem developing on the idea. Furthermore, that the setting has clear learning goals, appropriate staff training and qualifications held supporting the parents and caregivers to are involved in the child’s learning (Mackenzie, 2016 and EFLGE, No Date). 

Moreover, Palmer (2019) supports the above further stating that during a child’s early years their brains are continually developing following experiences, supporting essential social and emotional skills to support them to regulate their emotions. Department of Education (2022) support Palmer (2019) further suggesting that when adults support healthy attachments this encourages development in a child’s learning and wellbeing. Bowlby’s attachment theory (1997) supports the above stating that an attachment is a lasting connection between two individuals (Bowlby (1997) cited by NSPCC, 2021). Furthermore, highlighting that if attachments are insecure or are disrupted this can have negative impacts on the child’s emotional development.
Williams (2016) state that through use of policies and procedures are structured to ensure that quality provision within early childhood environments. Care Inspectorate Wales (CIW) (No Date A) state that childcare provisions should ensure that they complete a Self-Assessment of Service Statement (SASS). Furthermore, this is a legal requirement for settings that were registered prior to December 31st 2024. Enabling quality provision to be provided to children within the early year’s settings, this is supported by the Child Minding and Day Care Regulations 2010 (Early years Wales, No Date). Care Inspector Wales is implemented to ensure that settings meet the legal requirements that is needed for early years settings (Care Inspector Wales, No Date B). Slot (2018) support Care Inspector Wales (No Date B) suggesting that quality is achieved with structural factors, such as adhering to legislation, local authority and government policies and procedures that are in line with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) (UNICEF, No Date). 
Bonetti and Brown (2018) state that settings require structural quality within the settings, such as staff ratios; staff working conditions; staff training and education. Pererson and Elam (2021) support Bonetti and Brown (2018) stating that structural quality focuses on the structural aspects of the quality of the provision that is provided to children within the early years. The Welsh Government (2023) supports the above within the national minimum standards, these standards are legal requirements that all childcare providers and provisions should adhere to when providing quality childcare for children. Furthermore, settings must ensure they are adhering to the four aspects of the national minimum standards that are well-being, leadership and management, environment and care and development. 
However, when considering providing highly skilled or higher qualified practitioners it is important to consider the impact of the cost. Furthermore, this can have impact on the settings finances or could make it more difficult to attract staff to work within the early years (Department of Education, 2022). However, UK Government (2024) state that there is no required level of qualifications needed when applying for apprenticeship schemes within the early years settings this can impact the quality of provision being provided within the early years.  WBG (2023) support the above stating that although settings can have support with finances this does not cover the cost of each individual child attending the setting and are required to cover the remaining cost of provision. 
Additionally, there are challenges to maintaining staff training within the early years setting as there can be high levels of staff turnover, this increased to 21% in 2023 from 20% in 2022 (NDNA, 2023). UK Government (2024) support that above stating that there are multiple apprenticeships available to work within the early years sector, with incentives of bonuses being provided when starting in the early year setting role. Although Butler (2016) suggests that low wages and difficult working conditions can impact on the quality of provision that is offered within the early years. Raine (2022) supports the above further stating that individuals who are paid lower wages have lower motivation levels that can in turn effect the level of quality provided in the workplace. 
BirthTo5Matters (2025) state that settings also require process quality this is described as where the child’s health, well-being and safety are accounted when offering quality provision. In addition, Bronfenbrenner’s ecological theory (1979) supports the above, stating that children’s immediate environmental factors can have impact on their development (Perron, 2017). 
Foundation Years (No Date) state that settings use quality assurance schemes to support the setting to maintain quality standards when providing childcare provision. UNICEF (2019) support Foundation Years (No Date) further stating that quality assurance systems are implemented to ensure that governments can monitor and regulate all childcare settings or providers ensuring that quality provision is offered. Cwlwm (No Date) support the above further stating that quality assurance is where settings continually self-evaluate provision that is being provided reflecting on the implementation of provision. Additionally, quality assurance schemes support settings to provide provision that is over the National Minimum Standards that are required to register with CIW providing more opportunities for the children attending the early years setting. Welsh Government (2023) supports the above stating that settings who provide high quality provision often offer above the national minimum standards. 
Mudiad Meithrin (2024) supports the above stating that there are schemes for settings to enhance the quality of the Welsh language that is being taught in the cylchoedd meithrin. Mudiad Meithrin (No Date) further suggest that following cylchoedd meithrin being accessible to all children the number of children who can speak Welsh by the age of 4. Supporting more children going on to attend Welsh medium schools, supporting ‘Cymraeg 2050’ where the government aim to have one million Welsh speakers by 2050 (Welsh Government, 2025). 
Coventry County Council (2019) states the Sustained Shared Thinking and Emotional Wellbeing Scale (SSTEW) are scales that enable assessments to be conducted on the quality of adult support when promoting children's emotional wellbeing and sustained thinking. Siraj et al., (2015) further state that the scale is used within provisions that support children ages 2-5 years old. VIC Government (2024) support the above further expressing that the SSTEW are used in practice to support quality of practice that focus on five key areas. Furthermore, supporting the development of confidence and independence, social and emotional wellbeing, extending language, assisting language and learning and communication, and critical thinking (HWB, No Date). Haward et al., (2018) support the above further expressing that the SSTEW tool has been created following research into theories and practices when identifying quality of provision provided. 
Siraj  et al., (2023) suggest that the SSTEW scale is scored from 1-7, 1 being inadequate where the practice could be harmful to the emotional development impacting how the child views themselves to their learning. Furthermore, 3 being ‘minimal’ where practice provides a positive environment where children can learn, although staff do not provide extended learning opportunities for the child. Additionally, 5 indicating ‘good’ where practice encourages participation through interests and individual needs of the children, although some opportunities to extend learning can be overlooked at times. Lastly, 7 ‘excellent’ being where clear identified relational and intentional pedagogy are seen within the provision. Where practice ensures that practitioners and children both contribute to the learning using scaffolds, encouraging the children to further expand their learning using questioning, assisting in problem solving and appropriate modelling. 
However, Hoare (No Date) suggests that SSTEW assessors should be knowledgeable within child development and have a good understanding of what is needed for settings to enhance the children’s development. Siraj et al., (2015) support the above, stating that when SSTEW scale is used alongside other environmental scales such as Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale (ECERS) or Infant/Toddler environment Rating Scale (ITERS), this supports providing a more holistic understanding of what quality provision is and how this should be implemented in early years.
NH Connections (2025) state that environment rating scales (ERS) are observational assessments that measure the quality of the provision’s environment. Furthermore, there are four scales that are used in the environment rating scales sectioning children into age-appropriate stages such as toddler, early childhood, school age care and family childcare. ERS (No Date) support NH Connections (2025) further suggesting that the scales are also sectioned into subscales of 7 sections where 1 is inadequate and 7 is excellent. Moreover, stating that there are descriptions on each scale that supports the assessor to place the setting into a subscale. This is done over a three-hour period where the assessor will give points on what is observed during this time scale, there are specific points that can be explored further with the practitioner to gain a better understanding for the assessor (Harms et al., 2015).  Kaarby and Tandberg (2023) suggest that this tool is beneficial as it supports settings to provide quality provision for the children with the setting as practitioners are supported to adapt the learning environment that supports quality learning opportunities. 
However, Bonetti and Brown (2018) also state that settings, other professionals and parents may define quality differently as the stakeholder’s concerns differ. Education Policy Institute (2018) supports Bonetti and Brown (2018) and asserts that quality provision can be beneficial for a child's development, but there can be a difference in settings' opinions on what high quality provision is. Moss (2016) supports the above further suggesting that quality can be based on the individual’s values, beliefs and their interests that is defined by the individual. Campbell-Barr and Lesson (2016) assert that assessors based their assessments on one observation, quality to the assessor could differ from the practitioners within the setting that are being assessed.
To conclude, there are multiple tools to support early years settings to provide quality provision for children within the early year’s settings. However, there are also challenges that can impact the children's opportunities for development such as high staff turnover within the early years sector. There may be challenges such as differences in practitioners and parent's opinions of what quality provision means and how this should be implemented that can impact the settings provision.
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