America at War
1775

American colonists at war with Britain

1776 
Patrick Henry member of the Virginia House of Burgesses: "give me liberty or give me death,"
1812-4

America declares war against Britain (second War of Independence); 

part of trade disputes and larger European wars.

1823
Monroe Doctrine

1846-8
Mexican-American war over annexation of Texas. Events of war communicated by telegraph and ‘penny press’

Generally, the officers of the army were indifferent whether the annexation was consummated or not … I was bitterly opposed to the measure, and to this day regard the war, which resulted, as one of the most unjust ever waged by a stronger against a weaker nation.  (Ulysees S Grant Memoirs 1865)
1861-5 American Civil War

1898
Spanish American War over ‘liberty’ over Cuba (see Monroe Doctrine) v illustration from Puck (1901)
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1914-18 World War I ---  America initially pursues a policy of 

isolationism ---- Woodrow Wilson vowed, "America is too proud to fight"; enters war 1917.

1939-45(41)
World War II.

‘Heller was in the Air Force in Italy during the Second World War and this is the setting of Catch-22, but not its true subject. Heller, who had a relatively good time during the war and no real quarrel with how it was fought, acknowledges his actual subject as ‘the contemporary regimented business society depicted against the background of universal sorrow and inevitable death that is the lot of all of us.’ The Cold War and the political situation of the 1950s is more to the point than the Second World War: ‘Most of the polemic that is there, and the topical humour, relates to events occurring after World War II, during the McCarthy period. Deliberate anachronisms.’ […] The satirical power of the novel is in its inverted logic. This is what reached readers, especially when paperback sales of Catch-22 took off from 1964 to 1968. Set during the Second World War, about the Cold War politics and institutional rationalization of the 1950s, Catch-22 answered most to an audience that saw the novel’s structural logic as a perfect reflection of the American engagement in Vietnam. The rhetoric of body counts, the proclamation of an American general that he had destroyed a Vietnamese city in order to save it – this and other aspects of Vietnam seemed a Heller invention, an extension of the logic of Catch-22.’’

Tony Hilfer, American Fiction Since 1940 (London; New York: Longman, 1992), p. 114, 115-6.

1945
August 5 Nuclear bomb dropped on Hiroshima; Japan surrenders; U.S military presence in Japan and Europe. Cold War
1946 
Joseph McCarthy wins Wisconsin election to Senate; the "Pepsi-Cola Kid" supported by sugar and soft drink lobbyists 

'Today we are engaged in a final, all-out battle between communistic atheism and Christianity.'
Joseph McCarthy, identifying the 'final, all-out battle' in address to the Ohio County Women's Republican Club, February 9, 1950. Paranoia
1950s 
Post-war period of ‘prosperity’ in US: TVs, refrigeration, promises of nuclear power:

Bomb shelter plans. ‘Logical devfence against nuclear attack: ‘Duck and Cover’ in US; You Can Survive in UK.
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1950-53
Korean War (proxy Cold War)
1954 

President American Chemical Society promises nuclear washing machines & wristwatches, ‘artificial suns’: ‘No baseball game will be called off on account of rain in the era of atomic energy, no city will experience a winter traffic jam because of snow; summer resorts will be able to guarantee the weather, and artificial suns will make it as easy to grow corn indoors as on the farm’ 



Ford Motor Company - mock-up ‘Nucleon’ car: ‘By recovering its 
own exhaust steam, such a nuclear car could travel without stopping until the tires wore out.’ 

1959-75
Vietnam War; American combat troops commited from 1965

1961
Catch 22 published

‘Heller crucially deploys [stylistic circularity] as his instrument of institutional caricature in this novel, for it enacts an authoritarian wielding of power which is divorced from any considerations of rationality, fairness or humanity. The crude starkness of Catch-22, as it is finally revealed, is its most telling point: ‘Catch-22 says they have a right to do anything we can’t stop them from doing’ (514). Earlier in the book, Catch-22 has a kind of bogus sophistication; here its totally transparent part in the brutal operation of power makes the point that those without power are its reified and mechanistic puppets.’

Ian Gregson, Character and Satire in Postwar Fiction (London: Continuum, 2006), p. 38.

1963
Lydon Johnson: "the battle against communism... must be joined... with strength and determination” (Vietnam: A History (New York: Penguin books, 1983), p. 339)

1968
Tet Offensive; My Lia massacre  v. rise in anti-war protests; mythologizing of war v. Sxties counter culture ---- first TV war.


Myth (Films: Deer Hunter (1978)  Apocalypse Now (1979) Born on the Fourth of July (1989) etc..
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(Infamous) image: Kim Phúc fleeing napalm attack 1972--- Nick Ut)

'In the early 1950s in the US, there was what was called McCarthyism and the only reason it succeeded was that there was no resistance to it. When they tried the same thing in the 1960s it instantly collapsed because people simply laughed at it so they couldn't do it. Even a dictatorship can't do everything it wants. It's got to have some degree of popular support.'
-- Noam Chomsky, , "Interview With Chomsky" (December 28, 2002), 
