Shifnal War Memorial
This portfolio will focus on the War Memorial in St. Andrew’s Churchyard in Shifnal, which is a large joint gravestone for people who died in the war and do not have a head stone. This memorial was chosen due to the local community relationship it has both for the researcher and the town, as well as the significance of the place that it has been put in. The portfolio will go into detail about the reasons why this monument (or gravestone) has been created and is in the location that it has been placed. It will also discuss potential reasons for why its being a sufficient monument can be contested today, followed with explanations of how this monument could be adapted and relocated to be more effective as a monument for today’s society. The portfolio will then have an explanation of what the future may hold for this monument, followed by a conclusion of the information gathered.
The portfolio will be discussing potential difficult heritage throughout. Difficult heritage is when an item is from the past which has been restored for the future generations to view. However, the item is classed as difficult heritage because it does not fit easily into the role it is supposed to have, especially within the society for which it is aimed at or supposed to be representing.[footnoteRef:1] This could be a small item, a monument like the one that is being discussed in this portfolio, or something much larger. [1:  Sharon MacDonald, Difficult Heritage, (London and New York: Routledge, 2009), p. 1.] 

Description of the memorial and the location
The Shifnal war memorial is located in St. Andrew’s churchyard, but placed next to one of the entrances to the sensory garden, which has a lot of flowers and bushes around it. The free-standing memorial has been created from Portland stone[footnoteRef:2]. There is a great significance of the material that the memorial was created from, this is because Portland stone is a strong material that has been created in local quarries. This has made a clean and clear look from when it was created in 1968-9, and when looking at the memorial it is clear to see that it has been created to look like a headstone. Initially, this stone appears to be the town’s war memorial, as there is no other memorial showing remembrance of the world wars locally, yet it visually looks like it is representing mainly those lost in World War II, because of the modern design. However, on further researching, it was discovered that it is a joint head stone for the many people in the graveyard who were buried there after losing their lives during the two wars, but no longer have a headstone belonging to themselves, due to possible degradation of the original stones.  [2:  Peter Hinde, Shifnal Memorial Wall, (2017) <https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/255174/> [accessed 15 January 2021] ] 

When looking at this memorial, the main focus point of the memorial is the middle, which appears to be representing a headstone which would be frequently seen in a church yard, but it draws eyes towards the quote in the middle stating that the memorial is for the people that had lost their lives in the wars and are buried within the graveyard. Researching further into the monument, the material of stone that it has been made from creates an interesting factor around it looks a lot newer than it originally is, which gives a clear and new effect on the monument even though it was made in 1968-9. From Image 1 below, it is clear that even looking at it, it suggests the primal focus of this piece is the two blocks attached on either side that hold the information of the servicemen that had died and what rank they held during the war. This should show to people who view it a little insight into who these named people were, even if they do not know them, or of them personally.
The reason for this memorial to be put up is because around the 1960’s, they had dug up the church yard on the west side, and whilst doing a clearance and they had managed to find ten World War I servicemen. After they had cleared these graves, it is believed that the monument had been put up to replace the headstones of the service men and wrote their names on this monument to represent that this was now where they lay.[footnoteRef:3] When viewing this bit of information, it is clear that this piece is not so much as a memorial for people to come and view it and understand what had happened in the war, it is clearly a mass headstone for the people that do not have their own after the west side had been cleared. This being said, it means that there is no clear war memorial in Shifnal other than this stone and the plaque inside the Church of St. Andrews, which lists the names of all those lost during the two world wars.  [3:  Marilyn, Higson. Personal Communication, [Email] 17 January 2021] 
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Image 1: Photograph of the monument (Slingsby 2021)
Possible reasons for contesting
This monument could be contested in a couple of different ways. One could be that it is not private for each of the relatives for each particular person on the stone, whereas they previously had their own individual headstones to leave flowers and other personal memorials at. This then perhaps creates a possible look of not what the men on the stone would have chosen, nor their remaining family members, who may not have been around at the time this decision happened to have been made. This is because, possibly when the men had their own headstones prior, it had been personalised to them and had a sentimental meaning, whereas now they have all been combined on a mass grave aspect.
Another reason for people to possibly contest against this piece is that the monument could be glorifying war in a way that people do not want to remember as such. Due to the fact that the memorial is quite large in comparison to the other gravestones, which implies that the lives of the people listed on it are more important than those shown on other gravestones. This could imply that fighting and killing makes people more important than those who do not do such things.  A possible reason for someone to contest towards this monument might be because they do not believe that people should have been fighting in the wars in the first place. Due to this potential reason of 2contesting, this could make people resent the monument that is being shown, creating more of a divide in the community rather than this being made for people to be able to come and grieve for loved ones who did fight. This could therefore upset people thinking that this big monument is meant to be signifying greatness even if that is not the intention of the piece. However, on the other hand, this is what the monument should be classed for, because people did in fact give up everything for these wars for other people in the local community to be able to carry on living safely, just as is true for people in the local community today as a result of those wars being won.

Design of possible new memorial
Image 2 is a possible example of a new and different monument which could be put up to commemorate the World Wars. This is a monument that could be placed in the centre of town, so that people would be able to go past it and even if it is not something some people intent to look at, it is there to show the importance of remembrance when they pass daily to do their day-to-day activities. 
[image: ]
Image 2: New memorial design idea (Picture of sketch of a new monument idea, Slingsby 2021)
The way that a new memorial could possibly be designed is that the bottom of the monument would be created from solid granite rock to ensure resistance to the weather, and supporting the intention for the piece to be able to stand in place without being moved if vandals tried to do so, therefore supporting the resilience of the monument for being preserved for years to come without damage occurring. On the sketch of what the monument could potentially look like, it shows that there would be some writing on the front of it. This would state the ‘Lest we forget’ which is one of the most common statements to be used when talking about the World Wars, this is because of how horrific the world wars were, and it is said to remind people of the fallen men of the British commonwealth.[footnoteRef:4] Today the purpose of such memorials is to remind the viewer of what has happened in the past so we can learn about history and also be reminded what can happen if fascism, bigotry and other such issues are allowed to happen in the world.  [4:  Lewis, Knight, ‘Lest we forget: The story behind the iconic Remembrance Day phrase’ (2018) <https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/lest-forget-story-behind-iconic-13571698> [accessed 27 January 2021]] 

The plaques that are on the right and left sides of the ‘lest we forget’ writing, could then have engraved sections of the names of the men from Shifnal who had died in the First World War on one side and the names of the men who died during the Second World War on the other side, along with the dates of each man and their rank in the army. These plaques could be made out of brass as this is a material that will not be affected by the elements or the possibility of being removed easily from the granite block. 
From the picture of the sketch of the block, it can be seen that there is intended to be one side that has a section that says World War I, suggesting that the right and the left-hand sides of the block would have information about the local community’s interaction with and experience of the First World War on one side and then information of a similar type on the opposite side in relation to the Second World War. These sides would have information such as, what had happened in this time frame for people in the town and details of what happened in the wars for the men that are named on the monument, who had been sent out to help their country. 
On the monument, the impression would be that on the back of this block, would be more in-depth information of the families that lived in Shifnal during the time of the wars. This would include information such as, where they possibly lived, their full family names and information on the members of the family who were at home and how they may have helped out during the war effort. By including this information, it can give today’s society a stronger connection with their family’s past, if their name is on the monument, and for the rest of the town’s population it can encourage people to research into their own family involvement in developing the country. This would also be useful for encouraging schools to do projects with their pupils about the past of their families, the town, and the wars. 
Then finally, on the top of the monument there could be designs of the poppy flowers, which would create a calm and peaceful look for the monument. This is because the poppy flower is often used as a representation of the remembrance of the World Wars, due to the fact that nothing grew on the land that happened to be fought on except for the poppy flowers which managed to grow and thrive in their thousands throughout this land, despite the amount of destruction it encountered.[footnoteRef:5] Therefore, using the poppy flower will hopefully remind people that life can grow from destruction and despite how horrific these wars were, there happened to be light in the darkness even for the men in these wars risking their lives. These poppies on the monument would be created from ceramic material with metal stems, this would ensure that the risk of the weather impacting these would be less than by using real flowers, by being able to stand strong all year round and by having these poppies stand up above the top of the monument it would make them more visible from further away and close up, like the way they have been presented in in tower of London poppies tribute for all the men that died.[footnoteRef:6] It would also be more helpful using ceramic poppies because if someone desired the seeds from real poppy flowers which people sometimes do, they could potentially get them if they were real flowers and not made from a material that could stop this. To cover the top of the monument where the poppies will be standing, there could be a use of fake grass because this will make sure that it is not a monument that people will have to constantly take care of, but one that will continue the look of brand new all year round. [5:  Royal British Legion, The Poppy (2021) <https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/about-remembrance/the-poppy> [accessed 2 February 2021]]  [6:  Mark, Brown, ‘Blood-swept lands: the story behind the Tower of London poppies tribute’ (2014) <https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/dec/28/blood-swept-lands-story-behind-tower-of-london-poppies-first-world-war-memorial> [accessed 2 February 2021]] 

The overall reason for placing a monument such as the sketch in Image 2, is because the original monument could, for some people, be suggesting that it is glorifying war, or those who fought in it, rather than seeing the war era as one of death and something that should not be spoken about. Whereas, by having a monument in the centre of the town in Shifnal and making this with the intention of education for people in the community and based around the people who died in the town plus showing more information of what the World Wars were like, suggests that it has the intention of being more informative than just glorifying the Wars that occurred. 
Future of the monument
For the future of this monument, it would hold hopefully more information for the next generation of people. By leaving a monument behind, this could help by informing the next generation who might not have any living family that they can speak to today about the war. This monument could provide the information and guidance for this younger generation and it could be an action of leaving something from the past generations to those who are alive now. This would then be a monument that has served the purpose of edging away from difficult heritage by being created for the current generations, but also helping further understanding for the generations to come of the difficult history related to the world wars.
By establishing a monument like the one above, would look towards the future of associating the good within the bad elements of a dark era and by this being presented in the twenty-first century, it would show the future generation the importance of having a monument, but one that would stand the tests of time by not in any way managing to offend anyone, neither would the images represented have the ability to scare the population in the ways that a wounded, or fighting soldier perhaps may if placed on a monument.
Conclusion 
In conclusion, for the monument that is currently at St. Andrews church in Shifnal it is one that keeps to the description of being a mass war grave for the men who do not have headstones and suggests the great intentions of making sure this is noticeable for people who may walk past. The location for this monument is well thought out due to the garden nearby meaning people can think about what has happened whilst still feeling at peace.
On the other hand, the creation of a new and different monument could help the town in the remembrance of the men who have died, by remembering their names and who they were in the town. Along with the information describing the wars, this will help the future generations understand the significance of the wars and the impact that was left behind with the effects of the town during this era, by having a monument that is situated in the middle of the town so that people can see it when they pass the town centre.
Despite the difficult heritage the original monument currently contains, by establishing another monument in the centre of the town, this would more than likely help the outcome of the possibility of removing the main attraction of being difficult towards this monument for the future generations to view.
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