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Critically evaluate the forces and concepts that shape our perception of landscape.

In your discussion you should consider the following:
· What landscape means to the people who interact with it, including what variables, both internal and external to the individual or group affect this interaction.  
· You should also draw from your own perceptions – why, if at all, does landscape matter to you?
Academic and case study material should be used to underpin your argument throughout your work.
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There is a plethora of definitions regarding landscape (as a place, as culture, as a commodity etc) for this reason it has been an interesting topic to explore. Some scholars suggest that landscape has been conceptualised over time by the changing themes in cultures such as capitalism, the renaissance, the romanticism movement, the concept of nature and the human relationship with it, including current laws on access and the right to roam. This essay will focus on the variables that influence the perception of landscape, these ideas will, naturally, lead to the discussion of environmental sustainability and the role landscape has concerning outdoor adventure education.
UGH WORDS
In the renaissance period of the 14th-16th century, the printing press became steadily available and it generated an interest in the revival of classical learning, art, and literature across Europe. The Westernization of Romanticism occurred in the late eighteenth century. The pioneers of the movement were poets and artists that reflected the philosophy of sublime solitude, aesthetic appreciation, interaction with the landscape in a romantic manner and admired the folklore of lower classes. The romanticism movement was a rebellion against previous social constructs built by the Church of England. The movement was ‘successful at changing many aspects of society and all each movement has had an enormous impact on history and artistic expression’ (Common Themes in Romanticism, The Enlightenment, and the Renaissance, 2011). This meant artists were liberated to express themselves outside the region of God, where before they were mostly restricted to portraits concerning religion, particularly scare-mongering pieces such as Francisco Goya’s drawing of Satan devouring his son. Romanticism helped shaped our understanding of landscape by symbolising nature as pure.

The industrial revolution accompanied romantism in the late eighteenth century. Industrial capitalism used landscape as a resource for gain and profit. Only the wealthy with commodity status could use the landscape as there was restricted access. This reinforced the perception of landscape as separate to society as it was solely a utility not accessible to ordinary folk. After the industrial revolution, the division made by mechanisation directly impacted laborious job prospects thus meant people of lower classes had more free time. This was followed by the mass trespass of Kinder Scout in April 1932, where hundreds intruded the Peaks to make a bold statement in an attempt to abolish the privatisation of the countryside and gain access for working people. It was not until 1942 where parliamentary legislation was put into action to create the first National Park in the Peak District, more followed afterwards (Rigby, 2017). In this age, the ‘Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000’ a statutory law established to permit open access land for anyone (Countryside and Rights of Way Act, 2000). However, this was a turning point as it helped change the impression of landscape being separate to society and adventurous activities bloomed influencing the adventure culture seen today.  

Particularly after photography was developed, the idyllic images captured a vision of happiness in leisure spaces ‘the expansion of culture as a field of enquiry, to include popular, material, and commercial forms and practices, ways of life as well as media of representation, has entered into significant changes with the social sciences’ (Daniels, DeLyser and Entrikin, 2012).  This social development influenced the way people perceive landscape through imagery because of the undertone it represents. Such as, photos of people camping in the wilderness depict peace in solitude. This is still seen today through social media platforms such as Instagram (a photo sharing website). Adventure tourism is a popular genre that trends on sites like this as sunny imagery is aesthetically pleasing. This marketing tool has helped create a clientele base at the touch of a button for many outdoor occupations ‘Tourism is one of the principal ways through which our ‘worldview’ is shaped; the way we understand the geographical world and the way in which we represent it’ (Halling, 2011). The way land can be used occupationally is another factor that influences landscape perception.

Author and biologist, Rachael Carson, makes reference to the anthropology with landscape and nature specifically in her book ‘Silent Spring’. Carson details the issues with qualitative thinking and how that has moulded the parameters that govern our society; and in succession, how this has conceptualised nature as separate to our urbanised world. Qualitative thinking in relation to this text, can be defined as a utilitarian approach at the forefront of decision making to benefit society. An example of this directly is pest control. Although it enables vast food production on a large scale, adversely it causes ecological damage to the landscape in ways such as contamination in the food chain, mass chemical control, residue in lakes and rivers and little is known about carcinogenic consumption. A great body of ecologists deplore pest control as it is progressively destroying habitats, such as the population of Peregrine falcons (Carson, 1962 pg. 14-15). In the south of England, reproduction has decreased dramatically since 1962 and the distribution of peregrine falcons remains mostly north of the country where there are less farmlands. Naturalists predict this is due to the food chain being poisoned from the bottom upwards. Rodents feed on the crops that have been dowsed in insecticides, consequently it eliminates a food source compelling the peregrines to migrate. The collateral effects of pesticides are detrimental to the ecology of a landscape.

This source was published fifty-two years ago thus can be criticised for being outdated. In 1985, statutory legislation arose, and the first control measure was implemented: ‘The Control of Pesticides (Advisory Committee on Pesticides) Order 1985’ (Legislation.gov.uk, 2020). The European Union (EU) created regulations to safeguard the environment and human health alike. When the United Kingdom was formally apart of the EU, it adopted these legislatives.  It is within the provision of the Heath and Safety Executive (HSE) to oversee measures such as the importation of pesticides deemed safe, contravention of illegal pesticides and regular testing by agriculturists for environmental contamination or residue on arable land (Food and Environment Protection Act 1985, 2018). Evidence reveals there is still a decline in peregrine falcons in southern Britain. This means that this issue is still prevalent in the 21st century. Alongside this, in recent reports founded by biologists and cultivators, it concluded that pesticide residues are toxic for the environment and the pervasive issue is still causing harm ‘the human population and natural ecosystems may not survive longer to poor planning and poor agriculture practices’ (Carvalho, 2017). Carson and White, suggest that mankind should ally with nature opposed to perceiving it as something separate to our world. “Our approach to nature is to beat it into submission. We would stand a better chance of survival if we accommodated ourselves to this planet and viewed it appreciatively instead of sceptically and dictatorially.” (Carson and White, 2018, p.5). The need to generate extensive food production for the betterment of the human population, is an example of a utilitarian attitude that can result in negative connotations of the way we perceive landscape. This could be due to human health being the epicentre of decision making, and the environment as the latter. Perhaps this approach reinforces the idea that society is separate from landscape. 

Nomadism is a socio-ecological form of culture practised by ethnicities such as native Americans, White Gyspy Travellers or Alaskan Athabaskans etc. Nomadism rejects material culture and the dynamics of their existence subside with utilising the landscape, with survival as an anterior motive. Nomads value the landscape as the geographic and natural factors nourish their physical way of life ‘the two factors of culture (human societies) and the nature are the basis for the formation of cultural landscape’ (Nazar, 2018). Scholars predict that the biological foundations of ancestry, such as nomadic tribes like the Navajo’s, could be more inclined to value the virtue of landscape:

‘The accumulation of evidence demonstrating widespread cross-cultural similarities in landscape preference evaluations supports the development of evolutionary or biological theories of human perception positing that people are genetically predisposed to favour environments characteristic ... due to their biological foundation’ (Appleton 1975; Kaplan and Kaplan 1989; Virden and Walker 1999)

Nomadism created a specific cultural landscape pattern; this influenced the perception of landscape as pivotal for survival. The physical culture of nomadism includes knowledge of adaptation, which is inherited by ancestors. Migration is a large component of nomadism. This text is relevant as it posits that nomads could be an example of an ethnicity predisposed to favouring landscape due to their ancestry. In addition, the concept of friluftsliv is deeply engrained in the Norwegian heritage and therefore influences their culture. Friluftsliv can be defined as “free life air” meaning for people to connect with the natural world. The tradition of ‘allemansrätten’ means that anyone is permitted the right to roam and camp as long as they respect the environment. The interaction with landscape and group of ethnicities largely depend on utility for survival. Equally, Nomads and Norwegians utilise the landscape for survival purposes.  Norwegian customs are an example of how ethnicities perceive landscape. 

Author John Lewis, of the ‘Interethníc Preferences for Landscape Change’, conducted a study to determine the interethnic and cross-cultural perceptions of landscape. Ethnicity is associated with a fixed set of characteristics that individuals assign themselves. The sample used were aboriginal and nonaboriginal residents of British Columbia's upper Skeena Valley, that were academic enough to articulate thoroughly and only those with European ancestry or were nonaboriginal residents. The research method entailed qualitative research questions, such as ‘how and why preferences for and perceptions of landscape change differ’ regarding the Skeena region's landscapes to label ethnicities in the region without prompting and to identify their own ethnicity (Lewis, 2010). Four landscape photos were developed to explore their perceptions of changed landscape. Results found ‘ethnicity is a weak determinant of relative preference evaluations. As the following discussion illustrates, ethnicity only partially accounts for differences in preferred landscapes condition’ this was due to the participants tending to value the landscape solely on beneficial gain. For example, job prospects in the area. This is the flaw in the hypothesis that people are genetically predisposed to favour certain environments due to their biological background. Lewis also infers culture and ethnicity are binary in the notion of landscape. ‘Culture is the substance of ethnicity and the foundation upon which ethnic identities are constructed’ (Betancourt and Lopez 1993). Essentially this means culture can filter the way ethnicities perceive landscape due to their customs, land use and national identity. 

Another cultural theme is the concept of sense of place that integrates user and place. Derived from folklore, local heritage, correct place names, literature among other features that are still evident in the landscape and community today. “Connecting to Place means developing an increased understanding and awareness of the place’ (Williams, 2018).  Disciplines like folklore (that are developed from what was likely to be rudimentary knowledge passed down through the generations) are interesting because the legends define a site by creating a cultural identity. Sites that are rich in heritage can be saturated with emotion and attachment thus altering the way a person will view landscape. Often the imagination of a community keeps the folklore alive. In an environmental behavioural study, orchestrated by several academics (Nik Mastura Nik Mohammad, Masran Saruwono, Shahrul Yani Said, Wan Ahmad Halawah Wan Hariri) to explore the three dimensions of sense of place: visual, psychology and spiritual aspects. This was done by reviewing the theoretical framework in literature by authors that specialise in social and behavioural sciences. Authors such as Kevin Lynch (1988) and Gordon Cullen (1971), their work reflected anthropology in cultural spaces. This was to determine the human responses to landscape and the factors that prerequisite the social and image structure of identity. Findings showed that the combination of physical, visual, and spiritual dimensions triggered feelings of placeness through activities and familiarity, comprised emotional relationships to places (A Sense of Place within the Landscape in Cultural Settings, 2013). This infers that an individual’s perception of landscape can be influenced by attachment.

In the Journal of Adventure Education & Outdoor Learning, there is an interesting paper written by Alistair Stewart that examines the relationship between outdoor education and the cultural, the geography and the community that underpin recreation. Stewart draws on cultural and environmental history to explore disciplines that may affect the pedagogy of landscape ‘The stories told by individuals, communities and societies not only reflect a past, but also shape future’ (Stewart 2008). Stewart proposes that reflection on cultural heritage impacts outdoor education thus the perception on landscape.

[bookmark: _Hlk58546130]To conclude, through critical analysis of case studies, it appears history and society are the main contributors in perceptions of landscape. Social movements for liberation in regard to the right to roam, have positively impacted the relationship between landscape and recreation. Since National Parks were developed in 1942, many outdoor occupations have emerged particularly since social media marketing, as moments of exhilaration and joy are captured and thrust online. Landscape is pivotal to outdoor adventure education as it is where recreation occurs. Personally, I believe outdoor educators have a responsibility to educate environmental learning to younger generations as their livelihood depends on topophilia. Rachael Carson proposes that as a society ‘we’ visualise nature as separate to our world; I think this is an unhealthy approach to the environment. Since the COVID-19 pandemic earlier of this year, it is apparent how important leisure time in nature is. 
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