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Explore and evaluate the use of body worn cameras in evidence-based policing? 



[bookmark: _Int_izE0M0OC]The body worn video (BWV)cameras are small and evident devices worn by the police officers, they are found on police officer uniform, normally on the chest. Body-worn cameras are utilized to record video and audio evidence when officers are attending all types of incidents. They are given to all officers who have contact with the public. Body-Worn Cameras provide viewers with the officer perspective, acting as independent and objective witnesses to record events accurately. Once the Body Worn Camera is activated it starts recording a continuous 60 second loop of video without audio. This footage is not automatically saved unless the officer actives the camera to start recording. When the camera is activated to record it incorporates the previous 60 seconds of the video into the recording. The officers activated their cameras at the start of incident or encounter and continue recording until no longer considered necessary or if some other systems like CCTV are available. Body Worn Cameras are used for specific incidents and officers do not use them during regular patrolling unless they are part of a particular operation. When the body cameras are recording it shows flashing red lights at the center of the camera to indicate its operation. Officers typically inform people that they are being recorded when the camera is active. Officers typically use Body Worn Cameras in specified situations to provide evidence in investigation, promote transparency during interaction and assist with written reports. Officers also will use a camera when they must stop a vehicle, going somewhere to arrest someone ,when they searching a property, land or vehicle, when performing a stop or a search, when attending a critical incident, when they use force against someone or someone property and also when they are attending a domestic response abuse.(Metropolitan Police, 2023).
Body-Worn Cameras were introduced in the UK in 2005 and Devon and Cornwall Police were the first to adopt this technology. After the introduction of Body Worn Cameras in the UK, five years later a substantial percentage of police forces in the UK adopted Body-Worn Cameras. (Big Brother Watch,2014).
These cameras are designed to record audio and video from the beginning of the shift of a police officer until the end. BWV got an internal storage device that gets uploaded at the end of the shift so the evidence could be used if it needed or deleted. (College of Policing,2021).
The guidelines for deploying and using Body Worn Cameras (BWCs) differ between law enforcement forces and authorities. This summary presents an evolution of the effectiveness of BWCs in reducing crime. Both reviews gave primary importance measuring various police processes and activities rather than focusing on crime reduction outcomes.
 Review one conducted a meta-analysis combining 30 studies related to the use of body worn cameras by law enforcement officers. The review examinates different outcomes, both-crimes related, and non-crime related aspects of policing.
 Review one examined various non-crime related aspects, which included officer use of force (26 studies), complains against officers (22 studies), officer-initiated call for service (8 studies), dispatched call for service (6 studies), traffic stops and tickets (5 studies), stop and search (4studies), incidents reports (3 studies), response times (3 studies),non-traffic citations(2 studies) and time spend at the scene( one study).
The summary of this founding's was that Assault and Resistance Against Officers (15 studies) had the impact on reducing assault and resistance directed at police officers investigated in 15 studies, also Arrests (13 studies) showed that the body worn video cameras effect on the number of arrests made by police officers was evaluated in 13 studies.
The second review involved examination of 11 studies with six of them from the USA and five from the UK. The review did not conduct a meta-analysis but had an impact on the sections related to mechanism, implementation, economic consideration on this summary.
Based on some studies the body worn cameras may have either increased or reduced crime but overall, there has not been a statistically significant effect on crime. The review included 15 studies that included outcome and meta-analysis with a minor increase of 15.9% in assaults of resistance against officers wearing the body cameras. This finding was not statistically significant. The review identified remarkable results for 2 out of 12 outcome measures like complaints against police and minor non-traffic summary offenses, littering, drunk and disorderly behavior. From 22 out of 30 studies outcomes measures on complaints against police that were investigated a decrease of 16.6% was observed when individuals wore Body-Worn Cameras compared to the group without BWCs.
Based on two studies the use of Body Worn Cameras by the officers demonstrated an increase in penalty notice or warning compared to those not wearing BWCs.
The outcomes for all other factors, like arrests (based on 13 studies) and officer-initiated calls for service (based on 8 studies) were uncertain, with an insignificant result.
The evidence in the review comes from a systematic analysis of 30 studies.
Review one shows that when police officers use the BWCs it causes to increase self-awareness between police officers. This increase of self-awareness is expected to discourage police officers from using excessive force.
Review two suggests that the Body Worn Cameras can impact self-awareness and play a vital role in helping evidence gathering. BWCs officers can recall remarkable events, especially in those cases where the experience was traumatic, and the memory retention was affected.
In both reviews, the primary studies did not offer enough data or information to evaluate if these mechanisms were the key factors accountable for the observed outcomes patterns. (College of Policing,2021)
Body worn video is an essential tool for policing because is protecting the public by making sure that the power is used correctly, and police officers are not being false accused or abused. (National Police Chief’s Council,2022).
Body-worn cameras bring valuable advantages by improving the quality of public service provided by police officers. Reports from departments already using such cameras indicate improvements in officers' performance and the behavior of community members captured on camera. These cameras play a crucial role in incidents involving lawbreaking or misconduct by officers or members of the public. Policing has made considerable progress in building connections with communities. Body Worn Cameras increase accountability, but police agencies must also prioritize the preservation of the informal and unique relationship between officers and community members. (Department of Jutice,2014).
The recording from the BWV clearly shows what the officer saw and heard at the incidents.
The officers use the cameras when they must provide evidence in investigation and court, when force is used, when an arrest is going to happen, in case of domestic abuse, in case of searching a property, land or vehicle and in many other situations. (Metropolitan Police,2023).
[bookmark: _Int_JXV5ZMPn]The findings from the Met’s BWC trial in 2014 suggested a potential decrease in complaints, it is important to not make an early conclusion as these complaints could be influenced by a lot of factors such a change in officer behavior or even change in citizen behavior during the interaction. Obtaining reliable information about expenditure is challenging. London police bought 423 Body-Worn-Cameras from the manufacturer Axon, spending 128.000 pounds since 2017.This means that the average cost per camera was 303 pounds. The average cost per camera for the West Midlands police is 205 pounds, four times less than the average cost per camera for London police. Essex Police made a substantial financial investment in purchasing body cameras, spending 800,000 pounds in 2018 and one million pounds since 2016.The police force explained that they are unable to determinate the number of complaints received because there is no system field that simplifies the reporting of this information. The repeated claim by police forces and politicians regarding the indisputable effectiveness of cameras' in improving accountability related to police misconduct bring up legitimate concerns. They declared that there is not enough data to support the claims. There are chances that police officer to choose when to switch off the camera for them advantage and reactivate it when faced with a hostile response. Due to data protection concerns, last year the Met Police stopped external access to video footage. The concern raised by transparency advocates and the chair of the Camden Stop and Search Monitoring Group regarding the Met Police decision to discontinue external access to video footage for data protection reasons. According to them the ability to access Body-Worn-Camera's footage represents the most substantial advancement in police accountability since the formation of Monitoring Group over 20 years ago. As technology progresses and the use of Body-Worn-Cameras expands it is evident that more research gaps may open. The increasing use of Body-Worn-Cameras in different areas of life, including schools, is likely to attract attention and generate discussion. The 2016 research published by Cambridge University, demonstrating the ability of BWV to reduce complaints against the police has significant implication for BWV manufacturers. (Engineering and Technology 17,2022).
An incident that happened in April 2020, where police officers carried out a raid at the home of Millard Scott ,62 years old with the purpose of locating an individual connected with the property end up with an unfortunate incident. Millard Scott just 35 seconds after police enter in his home was found incapacitated at the bottom of his staircase, having been hit with a police Taser. His son shared a video of the incident which caused widespread condemnation on social media. One month later the Metropolitan Police said that no evidence of misconduct was identified in relation to any other officer. The Metropolitan Police confirmed to Huck that no officers have faced disciplinary action related to the incident. The video recorded on an Axon Body Camera operated by Metropolitan Police and shared by Wretch-32, serves as practical example of the intended benefits of this technology in improving policing practices and increase accountability for police officers. The Millard Scott case demonstrates the pros and cons of Body-Worn-Cameras. The video sharing and the feedback after demonstrating how this technology can bring attention to important incidents, leading to public awareness and discussion of the matter. While the recorded footage brought attention to the incident, the cameras mere presence did not prevent the use of force against a62 year old person or guarantee justice for Millard and his family afterwards. Body-Worn Cameras has been promoted as a fast and efficient solution to combat crime and address policing misconduct. These cameras, placed at chest and often equipped with microphones offer a closer, more intimate, and detailed perspective of the subject than a normal CCTV. Video recordings from Body Worn Cameras are seen in news bulletins or in low budget daytime police documentaries. (Will Grimond,27 January ,2022).
Body Worn Cameras have their strengths and weaknesses. They could offer transparency and accountability by providing a clear perspective on incidents and recording valuable evidence for a better understanding of the behavior and attitude of suspects and police officers. Another benefit is using the cameras during training for new officers to give them examples from real-life situations and prepare them for what they could face during their duties. Because the individual knows they are being recorded, make them think twice before attacking law enforcement. One the other hand they have some weaknesses because they can be turned off by the police officers intentionally or unintentionally which could lead to incomplete recorded evidence. Also, Body Worn Cameras can have implications that could raise concerns regarding privacy, honor, and perpetuating stereotypes. For example, if a wrong arrest were made in public to an innocent person, it could cause significant harm to the individual’s personal and professional life if it would reach the public. Cybersecurity is a critical concern when it comes to police recordings. The recordings are highly valuable targets for hackers due to the sensitive and confidential information they hold. If footage of police brutality or malpractice gets leaked to the media, it can lead to significant and widespread public outcry. The cost of implementing BWV programs, including camera purchases, equipment maintenance, data storage setup and officer training may be substantial. While BWV can improve transparency and accountability in law enforcement, some argue that allocated funds to other initiatives may have a more significant impact on improving community safety and well-being. (Netivist.org,2023)
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