This essay will go into detail about Classical Criminology and its effects on Evidence Based Policing as well the key theories and ideas that surround both models of policing regarding crime and criminality, specifically drug crime but also criminal activity and behaviour as well, it will also outline key information about what is truly meant by both key policing terms and their strengths and weaknesses in modern day policing. To understand the impacts Classical Criminology has on Evidence Based policing (EBP) it’s important to know what these terms mean, Starting with Classical Criminology also referred to as Classical crime theory which was first established by Cesare Beccaria in 1764, a time where a lot of crimes were considered to be supernatural in nature and less to do with the actions of humans, refers to the idea that all people are capable of committing crimes and must be held accountable for their own actions and that they all have the ability to rationally consider the risks and implications of such criminal actions. According to C.Wickert (April 2022) ‘Classical criminology sees criminal action as the result of free and rational decisions of the acting individuals.’ Evidence Based Policing according to the College of Policing (October 2019) ‘is when the best available evidence is used to inform and challenge policing policies, practises and decisions.’ so in other words Evidence Based Policing is a widely used module of policing that can be implemented into any criminal activity and is commonly used to help create solutions on finding the best possible ways to reduce/prevent crime and disorder using data and statistics gathered by different models of Evidence Based Policing and according to L.Wheller (June 2019) most of these sources of information and statistics will originate and be gathered using Professional judgement and experience, scientific/academic research findings, organisational data, facts and figures as well as stakeholder values and concepts. Some of these models include POP which stands for Problem Oriented Policing, also referred to as Problem-Solving Policing which according to the College of Policing (December 2020) ‘ was developed to serve as tailored policing response to specific problems and then evaluate their effectiveness to decide whether the response method could be further reused similar future situations ' and is a systematic and analytical strategy employed by the police to identify the key underlying problems that contribute to crimes and acts of disorder within the community using data they have gathered and then using their findings to create plans and approaches on the best ways to root out prevent these crimes before they happen rather than simply responding to them as they occur, according to L.Thomas (April 2022) ‘These problems are not required to be crimes themselves, but can be anything that may cause alarm to citizens, such as infrastructural or safety issues.’ Another policing model that is commonly used in tandem with the POP model is the SARA model which stands for Scanning, Analysis, Response, Assessment and this policing model similar to POP is a structured and systematic multi-stage approach to tackling crime by addressing specific problems regarding crime within the community, for instance each stage of this policing model has its own role to carry out starting with Scanning which has police officers prioritize specific problems regarding a crime within the community then gathering data to determine that true nature and magnitude of the crime, the next stage known as Analysis will have officers conduct a more detailed survey of the root cause of the problem and this may involve gathering more data or consulting experts on the matter. Then the police will move on to the next stage, which is Response, where the police will begin to use all the data and information they have gathered thus far to develop and implement strategies and plans of action to address the problem they are facing. some of these plans and strategies could include actions such as increasing police presence in areas that are seeing high rates of criminal elements while other strategies could include implementing and servicing more CCTV in these areas or even carrying out community outreach programs to build more trust in areas with higher crime rates in a bid to educate residents, create a sense of safety and get a better understanding of what exactly the problem is in these high crime areas and find better ways to deal with them. The last stage of the SARA policing model is Assessment which will involve both police officers and other stakeholders evaluate the effectiveness of the solutions and ideas they presented and implemented to address the problem and conduct an analysis to see if the problem was truly resolved as well as to see whether the same solutions and strategies could be implemented in similar future situations. The next policing model that is also commonly used in partnership with POP and SARA is Hot Spot Policing which is ‘a popular policing strategy that addresses crime by assigning limited police resources to areas where crimes are more highly concentrated’ Lazzati, et al (2016). By focusing these resources on geographical hot spots where crime is at its highest, the police and other law enforcement agencies can focus all more of their power into areas where they will have the most impact on deterring and responding to acts of crime. By understanding which areas need the most attention they can also start to employ a range of different tactics to combat the chances of crime occurring in these hot spots such as increased patrols and surveillance, not only that but the police may be able to become more involved in collaborations with other agencies and community organisations to address the economical and sociological factors that contribute to the increased development and presence of crime in these areas which could serve as way to rehabilitate and educate the criminal elements that reside in these areas and serve as an additional way to lower and prevent crime. The Classical Criminology theory serves as further reasoning for the use of these policing models as together the police are able keep track of what crimes are being committed and where then they are able to come up with efficient methods of prevention and focus on methods such as increasing the level of punishment for crimes that have a high risk of being committed to reduce the chance of those crimes being committed overall. There are a multitude of different crimes that the ideas of classical criminology and evidence-based policing can be applied on, for instance drug crime could serve as a good example as it is a serious and widespread crime that is seen all around the world. Classical criminology emphasises the importance of deterring and preventing crimes from occurring in the first place above everything else and presents the idea that the threat of punishment a punishment could be enough to serve as a demotivator to committing crimes in the first place, but classical criminology also believes in the idea that ‘the severity of the punishments given out should be proportionate to the crime committed and no more than what is necessary’ Lawteacher.net  (August 2021), by creating the belief that punishments should be equally proportional to the offence committed it adds a certain value respective to each crime that serves as a way to distinguish them between each other and judge whether one crime is worse than another and what level of punishment to offer in order to help reduce the possibility of the worst crimes being committed by offering the threat of an even worse punishment being inflicted on possible offenders. This approach could be enacted on drug crime by having the police focus on the enforcement of drug crime and having the proportion of the consequences of committing the crime equal to the crime itself to discourage possible offenders. Evidence based policing would also focus on the prevention of drug crime but unlike classical criminology which focuses on the punishments and consequences of the crime, evidence-based policing using all the data and statistics that have been gathered will employ the use of the previously mentioned policing models such as Hot Spot policing to develop effective crime reduction and prevention strategies and as a way to find out which areas have the highest drugs crime rates and then start to incorporate appropriate measures such as drug intervention and treatment programs in those same areas as a way to help those already affected by drug crime and to further prevent it in the future. Classical criminology has been regarded as a highly efficient way to combat crime with its focus on the importance of deterring crime and its emphasis on creating punishments proportionate to the crime and it’ emphasis on promoting justice in the criminal justice system and has thus far had a significant impact on the development of the modern criminal justice systems, unfortunately, classical criminology also has its weaknesses as it also neglects the social and economic factors that may contribute to crimes and criminal behaviour and it also over emphasises the individual responsibility of those commit criminal acts and doesn’t take into consideration their environment or upbringing as well as other factors that could contribute to the reasoning behind why they commit criminal offences In the first place. Evidence-based policing has its own set of strengths compared to classical criminology as it prefers to use scientific research and data gathering to inform its decision making and to help develop efficient crime prevention methods, it also emphasises the importance of collaboration between multiple agencies and the police itself to keep track of all the criminal data and analysis they gather and to help organise counter measures to widespread problems of these criminal offences such as treatment programs for drug abuse victims, and last of all it is useful in ‘helping to develop a better understanding of an issue by describing the nature, extent and possible causes of a problem or looking at how a change was implemented’ College of Policing (2020) . Evidence-based policing also has its fair share of weakness however, as all this research and data gathering requires access to high quality data and research resources, which may not be available, it may also prioritise short term changes and benefits over long term solutions and prove difficult to implement due to political barriers. Overall, both policing methods have their own strengths and weaknesses but Evidence-based policing’s use of research and data gathering promotes itself as being the more efficient method as it allocates more resources and has less barriers to accomplishing its goal of preventing and deterring crime compared to Classical Criminology.
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