


Landscape Assessment Component 1 – 50%   Essay 2500 Words

Exemplar 

“Landscape is important, not just as scenery but because it links culture with nature, and the past with the present. It has many values, not all of them tangible (such as sense of place); and it matters to people – it is people who create and value landscape.” (Natural England, 2014).  
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/landscape/importance/default.aspx

In essay form, write a critical discussion arguing to what extent you agree with the above quotation from Natural England. In your discussion you should consider what landscape means to the people who interact with it, and you should also consider what variables, both internal and external to the individual or group affect this interaction.  You should also draw from your own context – why, if at all, does landscape matter to you?
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Landscape is important 
“Landscape” has many applications, because this word can be used as a noun, adjective and a verb (Oxford Languages, 2023) and demonstrates how flexible landscapes are / have been and will be to all stakeholders who diversely interact both tangibly with the landscape such place as land forms and geology and intangibly from people’s perceptions and aesthetics, in our own memories and personal associations shown in the model below. Figure 1 shows an early GIS Welsh based LANDMAP development setting out five spatial assessment layers. [image: ]
Figure 1. LANDMAP Welsh Government Landscape Assessment variables. (Natural Resources Wales Website, 2007).  
As well as discussing how people engage and interact with landscapes, to bring personal context to the subject, I share my own perspectives, together with internal and external variables for people and landscapes, to form a conclusion if and why, landscape matters to me and to what extent I agree or disagree with the Natural England (2014) quotation.
Natural England (GOV.UK, 2017) understandably promotes how landscapes provide more benefits to people, than just something attractive to look at. However, landscape also reflects relationships people create and place value on landscapes from ‘non-tangible’ benefits such as associated well-being or a sense of place.  
Over many years, the European Landscape Convention, (TELC, 2011) has defined landscapes as “area perceived by people” (Jones and Stenseke, 2011). TELC feel this definition provides lots of flexibility to what makes up a landscape and has three categories of: Morphology; as size, shape, and structure of the landscape. Scenery; the look and views and finally Policy; what the landscape is used for and who owns it, basically the legal aspect of landscapes.  
Geologists however, simplified landscape into just two types of landscape: Natural and Cultural (Shafer Jr et al., 1969). Where Natural have minimal / no human interference. For example - the Brecon Beacons National Park. Whereas neighbouring Black Mountains are culturally scarred by quarries (Figure 2) and identify as unique time capsule for important aspects of Wales’ industrial heritage, with anthracite coal mining and limestone from 1700’s declining in 1950’s. Natural landscape eco-systems were exploited by road for sedimentary limestone as agricultural fertiliser, plaster, cement and mortar and was a factor in developing Turnpike toll roads and was also used in fortifications in Roman Carmarthen Castle (Visit Wales, 2023). 
[image: ]
Figure 2. Black Mountains industrial quarry scars natural landscape. (CALCH, 2023).  
In a personal context, I have hill walked near Herbert’s Quarry which is used as an outdoor classroom in a Regionally Important Geodiversity Site (RIGS). Students step back in time following footsteps of extinct lime-burning quarry workers; who toiled hard, shaping this landscape to leave a rich cultural nature legacy. A rich flora and fauns of mosses, ferns and wax caps fungi grow alongside unique aboveground crystallised mineralised tufa formations and bats in old kilns (CALCH, 2023).  
The human need for landscapes as presented by quote ““Landscape is important”   (Natural England, 2014) acknowledges how key landscape is to culture and to nature. Birks et al, (1988) therefore argue that, cultural landscapes are modified. Where the Cardiff Bay transformation links past industrial links to cultural use and modern day service industrial (Figures 3 & 4) landscapes. [image: ]
Figure 3: Cardiff Bay mud flats & derelict industrial wasteland (Wales on line, 2017).
A negative environmental impact of this project was loss of existing ecology. However, from legacy of 19th Century past coal exporting operations, this transformation has positively improved and strengthened culture with nature links through decontamination and drainage systems to create a large lake with flood protection and recovering bio-diversity ecosystem services, provided by natural environment, (Defra, 2007) which ultimately benefits everyone. 
[image: ]
Figure 4: Cardiff Bay - unique waterside city landscape (Wales on Line, 2017).   
As UK coal and steel industries were politically run down in late 1980’s, new service industries sprung up for people to interact within the transformed landscape. These include the Welsh Government’s Senedd Assembly, houses, offices and new infrastructure. Walkways and cycle routes around the Bay identify as a lasting tangible natural legacy in this unique waterfront landscape, where cultural services provide eco-system benefits to people via recreation and cultural appreciation of nature (Defra, 2007).  Additionally, Cardiff Bay USP has future investors looking differently, in terms of fresh future opportunities. 
“People and landscapes have always had a complex relationship, as landscape does not necessarily need humans - however, humans need landscapes to live; but landscapes grow and develop into more with it being used by humans (Wu, J., 2010).  
From these case studies, it can therefore be demonstrated that underlying geology of a landscape can predetermine how it can change over time and impact the cultural landscape. Even as historic settlers gained access to food and trade in coastal regions, by exploiting landscapes to meet their essential needs, by fishing and foraging. 
In 1992 the United Nations (UN) (Rössler, 2006), started a scheme to protect certain Cultural landscapes with historical importance, becoming the modern day United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation, (UNESCO, 2023); dedicated to protecting manufactured sites of major cultural importance with over 800 sites in more than 130 countries. UNESCO is the most universal international legal stature in cultural conservation (Rössler, 2006).    
Topophilia is a strong sense of place (Yi-Fu Tuan, 1974). A word developed by geographers Blake and Tuan (1974) with ‘the affective ties between people and environment they engage with’. 
Blake and Tuan (1974) describe an “affective tie” as many perceptual and aesthetic factors – such as that wow feeling you experience when you look at a good view, or feeling fresh air or cold water on your skin. Blake and Tuan (1974) explain how humans may have higher levels of topophilia to places that have high impact on individuals, such as your hometown as cultural identity or a special spot you associate with being comforted, safe or good memories. 
Figure 5 illustrates Topophilia as a Venn diagram interaction between individual and a location. Topophilia impacts everyone uniquely in different locations. 
[image: ]
Figure 5. Model Venn diagram shows interconnections of Topophilia concepts. Blake & Tuan (1974)
For example a remote place is seen as uncomfortable to stay, but is safe from disaster risks or to reside in an unfamiliar space maybe less safe but it is actually comfortable. Therefore tropophobia brings negative relationships people have with place, maybe due to associations of fear of personal safety or developing from own thoughts of a location. If you safely saw an unpleasant landscape- then that’s negative tropophobia.  Humans engage worldwide with environment dating back to early civilisations. First Nation Americans built keystones in Northwest Canada (Lepofsky, et al., 2017) thought to be Holy sites with deep connections to the Earth, located near amazing lake vistas and valleys; keystones are therefore thought to be earliest examples of topophilia (Lepofsky, et al., 2017). 
Egyptian civilisations on the River Nile (Mikhail, 2011) was due to river water provision for crops, animals, and people. However early writings show how the Nile was also thought of as a holy place, carrying life downstream and describing how banks would flood with people at sunset singing and joining in communal prayers (Mikhail, 2011). This consideration is that, historically people were therefore unsurprisingly more in tune with nature. As Tinne, (2013) despondently argues that general societal thinking is becoming more disconnected from nature than humans have ever experienced. However, looking back on how people perceived landscapes is arguably inconclusive; when all we have to work from is historic information, which has outlived the people who initially made it. In the present day, it is easy to look back in time and perceive humans living more simply and more at one with the world especially with increased exposure to greenwashing marketing communications in 2023. 
However this may not always have to be so, because people have always used natural resources for their benefit. Von Däniken, (2009) proposes that, if everyone in history had deep connections to surrounding world you could be mistaken. As Potteiger and Purinton (1998) present that ancient nations left behind stories based around landscapes that people find today only in poetry books and scribblings left as stories on landscapes, from walking religious ways or keystones. Potteiger and Purinton (1998) deem it unfair to judge and assume things about ancient nations based on stories, painting the landscape as a holy place or when rivers or caves are written up as being home to evil spirits- so giving places unfortunate names, such as the Devils Bridge Falls near Pontarfynach, Wales. 
Modern-day landscapes are perhaps fairly unthought-of by most people. For example, visitors usually do most damage to local landscapes and do not even live nearby; so leaving locals who do care to look after these valued landscapes (Cardoso and Mendes, 2015).                        
As a realisation of how humans are drastically developing and changing landscapes, in 1992 the UN developed seventeen sustainable development goals (United Nations, 2017). From 1992 to 2015 these goals reflected the main aim to better worldwide landscape and included issues of: “Water, energy, climate, oceans, urbanisation, transport, science and technology, the Global Sustainable Development Report (GSDR), Partnerships and Small Island Developing States” (United Nations, 2017). These issues remain the world’s biggest sustainability barrier.
In Wales, to fulfil their part in UK’s commitment to UNSDG requirements, legislation was introduced to support ‘sustainable development principles’.  The well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015, aims to encourage public bodies to improve social, economic, environmental, and cultural well-being of Welsh people through seven goals relating to landscape. To support societal development, by recognising global environment limits and need to use resources sustainably to maintain biodiversity of natural environment (Welsh Government, 2015). 
When looking at society as a whole - how do general views impact landscape? There are two main approaches: A Classical perspective, prominent during Greek and Roman empires (Osborne, 1996) where landscapes are there to be conquered and claimed. This line of thinking stems from people wanting more (Barker et al, 1978). For example, more land, people, food and water to feed those new people on their extra land. The need for people to build and constitute new empires meant leaders were creative with how they gained land and workers. Landscapes were commodified, taken over, controlled, and re-development destroyed European natural landscape with 2.4 - 3.2% forests annually lost over 100 years (Altamirano, et al, 2013).
 Urry, (1990) identified dramatic shift in how we perceived landscapes around 15/16th Century naming this as the New Romantic Movement. This major change of landscape perception saw society stop seeing them as something to be controlled. Instead people started associating a good view or walk as a sign of wealth or bringing internal joy, as positive perspectives of landscapes.
 Where instead of conquering landscape to develop, people became protectors of landscape. Rich folks bought more land to keep as land (Andrews, 2006). Whereas a few years beforehand buying land to keep as a nice space, was considered senseless not to profit from land assets. This was last major societal shift and one we still experience today; whereby society understands benefits of quality outdoor time and spaces. Marcus (2015) found over 60% of UK participants knew that, being outside provided positive personal benefits. 
Now the 22nd century world is split once more, with principles on how we should be treating landscapes skewed between the general public and land owners. Over 80% of UK is privately owned land (Wahl and Parker, 2022). Landowners wish to keep it that way, as possible residual from New Romantic age, when most UK’s land was owned and kept. 
Modern case study findings however, lean towards UK people wanting to reclaim land, wishing to keep UK landscapes clean and green for further generations (Gooden, 2019).  Sánchez et al (2021) shows how deceived UK is regarding landscape perceptions. As people were asked what they would do if they owned land in the UK? Findings showed that, approximately 40% would help protect UK landscapes from a climate change perspective; believing that UK oil rigs, coal mines, fracking and another non-renewable resources should be removed from UK landscape (Sánchez et al 2021). Landscape therefore matters to people, because they create, interact and value it. 
[image: ]
Figure 6. What is Landscape? Natural England. Tudor, (2018). 
From these essay findings, I therefore consider that Figure 6 model is better developed in 2018; but is similar to earlier Welsh GIS 2007 version (Figure 1). There are added values of Social; Land Cover; Hydrology; Time depth and Land ownership to provide comprehensive representation of landscape at the centre and Cultural added with Social - but interestingly 2023 model makes no reference to any external Political or Economic Landscape. For example, governmental land grab of green belt areas for statutory new-build housing development. No Technological Landscape, as identified in Wind Farms or Solar field Arrays, Figure 7.
[image: https://www.ft.com/__origami/service/image/v2/images/raw/https%3A%2F%2Fd1e00ek4ebabms.cloudfront.net%2Fproduction%2F73a6b6ab-111c-4b20-8f38-f563e2b2f333.jpg?dpr=2&fit=scale-down&quality=medium&source=next&width=490]
Figure 7. Technological Sustainably Energy Landscape. 
In summary, because I believe that “landscape is important” and not just scenery, I agree with the Natural England, (2014) quote because natural landscape has been shown to define us culturally into who we are, especially when we modify and learn so much from our landscapes as in the Cardiff Bay scheme. In practice, I regularly get to experience the impact of varied landscape, a valued sense of place and intangible values of well-being within diverse landscapes as an individual and groups as seen in Instagram UWTSD OAE clips, which is why landscape does matter to me. 
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These activity photos also show what makes landscapes more than a good view, as reflected within the quote “because landscape link culture with nature” (Natural England, 2014). I therefore agree, that is exactly what landscapes do for me when outdoors. 
This essay has therefore firmly established links between location and culture and also forms links from the past with the present, such as quarries of The Black Mountains and today’s outdoor classroom; albeit we are still left figuring out what legacy of landscape keystones, to help develop an individual sense of the people past and the places they lived. 
In regards to “many values, not all of them tangible” (Natural England, 2014) I support this idea; because although landscapes are created from assessing hard tangible values, such as the natural geology and landform with land resources (Figure 1& 5). Landscapes also provide food, water, or mineral resources for reinforcing a sense of place for people to experience own cultural identity. Such as a comforting smell of freshly cooked Welsh cakes on a hot marn griddle in Carmarthen Market! So I often make social fun connections as intangible associations and form sense of place and Topophilia (Blake and Tuan, 1974).  
To conclude, I must therefore fully agree with Natural England quote (2014). As I firmly believe landscapes provide many diverse values to people and place. Values are both tangible and intangible, positive and negative. I also agree with people creating landscapes either from derelict settlements like Cardiff Bay, which developed new place and formed cultural landscape. 
Finally, as a Student of Outdoor Adventure Education - I am by default a Topophil - because I am a lover of places and physical features and as ‘philia’ means environmental attitudes and perceptions I definitely associate myself with sustainability of places, as 2-way interaction between people and environment. Topophilia is experienced during my outdoor activities including Microadventures. However, I experience topophilia most when crossing the Severn Bridge back into Wales by car with Welsh Mam singing ‘We’ll keep a Welcome in the Hillsides’ as I feel my well-being improve when getting physically closer to being back ‘home’ safely at UWTSD!      
2585 words 












References 
Altamirano, A., Aplin, P., Miranda, A., Cayuela, L., Algar, A.C. and Field, R., 2013. High rates of forest loss and turnover obscured by classical landscape measures. Applied Geography, 40, pp.199-211.
Andrews, N.J., 2006. Socialism's Muse: Gender in the intellectual landscape of French romantic socialism. Lexington Books.
Barker, G., Lloyd, J. and Webley, D., 1978. A classical landscape in Molise. Papers of the British School at Rome, 46, pp.35-51.
Birks, H.H., Birks, H.J.B., Kaland, P.E. and Moe, D. eds., 1988. The cultural landscape: past, present and future. Cambridge University Press.
Blake, B.F. and Tuan, Y.-F. (1974) “Topophilia: A study of environmental perception, attitudes and values by Yi-Fu Tuan,” Journal of Leisure Research, 6(4), pp. 323–325. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1080/00222216.1974.11970208.  (Accessed March 08, 2023).
CALCH (2023) Discover the lime industry of the Black Mountains at Herbert’s Quarry a Regionally Important Geodiversity Site. Available at: 
https://dyfedarchaeology.org.uk/calch/educational/edresourceenglish/geography/unit3/lidarimages.pdf  (Accessed: March 04, 2023).
Cardoso, I.M. and Mendes, F., 2015. People Managing landscapes. Agroecology for food security and nutrition, p.73. 
Defra (2007). An introductory guide to valuing Ecosystem services.                                                 
Gooden, J.L., 2019. Cultivating identity through private land conservation. People and Nature, 1(3), pp.362-375.
Jones, M. and Stenseke, M. eds., 2011. The European landscape convention: challenges of participation (Vol. 13). Springer Science & Business Media.
Lepofsky, D., Armstrong, C.G., Greening, S., Jackley, J., Carpenter, J., Guernsey, B., Mathews, D. and Turner, N.J., 2017. Historical ecology of cultural keystone places of the Northwest Coast. American Anthropologist, 119(3), pp.448-463.
Marcus, C.C., 2015. Nature as healer: Therapeutic benefits in outdoor places. NA, 10(1).
Mikhail, A., 2011. Nature and empire in Ottoman Egypt: an environmental history. Cambridge University Press.
Natural England (2014) GOV.UK. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/natural-england  (Accessed: March 04, 2023).   
Natural England (2017) Natural England. Available at: http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/landscape/importance/default.aspx     
(Accessed: March 04, 2023).
Natural Resources Wales, (2023). Natural Resources Wales. Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru. Available at:  
https://naturalresources.wales/?lang=en   (Accessed: March 05, 2023).
Osborne, R., 1996. Classical landscape revisited. Topoi. Orient-Occident, 6 (1), pp.49-64.
Oxford Languages (2023) Oxford languages and google - English, Oxford Languages. Available at: https://languages.oup.com/google-dictionary-en (Accessed: March 04, 2023). 
Potteiger, M. and Purinton, J., 1998. Landscape narratives: Design practices for telling stories. John Wiley & Sons.
Rössler, M. (2006) “World Heritage Cultural Landscapes: A UNESCO flagship programme 1992 – 2006,” Landscape Research, 31(4), pp. 333–353. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1080/01426390601004210.  Accessed: (March 09, 2023). 
Sánchez, M.L., Cabrera, A.T. and Del Pulgar, M.L.G., 2020. Guidelines from the heritage field for the integration of landscape and heritage planning: A systematic literature review. Landscape and Urban Planning, 204, p.103931.
Shafer Jr, E.L., Hamilton Jr, J.F. and Schmidt, E.A., 1969. Natural landscape preferences: a predictive model. Journal of Leisure Research, 1(1), pp.1-19.
Tinne, W.S., 2013. Green Washing: An Alarming Issue. ASA University Review, 7(1).
Tudor, C. Natural England (2018) 2nd Edn. An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment. Available at: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/691184/landscape-character-assessment.pdf (Accessed: March 03, 2023).
UNESCO (2023) Restoring the past, building a brighter future in Mosul, UNESCO.org. Available at: https://www.unesco.org/en (Accessed: March 09, 2023). 
United Nations (2017) The 17 goals | sustainable development, United Nations. United Nations. Available at: https://sdgs.un.org/goals (Accessed: March 10, 2023). 
Urry, J., 1990. The consumption of tourism. Sociology, 24(1), pp.23-35.
Visit Wales (2023) Carmarthen Castle, Visit Wales. Available at: 
https://www.visitwales.com/attraction/castle/carmarthen-castle-1843256  (Accessed: March 12, 2023). 
Von Däniken, E., 2009. History is wrong. Red Wheel/Weiser.
Wahl, J. and Parker, P., 2022. Private Land, Public Interest: Securing Community Access to Private Lands for Mountain Biking and Amenity Migration in Canada. Tourism Case Studies, (2022), p.tourism20220006.                                                                                                                                                      Walesonline (2017) Three Decades transforming Cardiff Bay. Available at:
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/business/three-decades-transforming-cardiff-bay-13895532?utm_source=sharebar&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=sharebar (Accessed: 10 March, 2023).  
Welsh Government (2015) Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 – The Essentials. Available at: https://www.futuregenerations.wales/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/150623-guide-to-the-fg-act-en.pdf (Accessed: March 10, 2023) 
Wu, J., 2010. Landscape of culture and culture of landscape: does landscape ecology need culture? Landscape ecology, 25, pp.1147-1150.




image1.png
LANDMAP is the formally adopted approach for landscape assessments in Wales
and is advocated by the Welsh Government. Itis a complete, all-Wales GIS-based
Iandscape information resource where characteristics, qualities and influences on the
landscape are recorded as 5 themed spatial layers as follows:

From the unique perspective of each

layer:

« Geographically discrete areas are
identified and mapped by their
landscape qualities and
characteristics.

« Accompanying survey records
document those qualities and
characteristics in adtion to
management recommendations and
criteria-based evaluations.
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