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1. Introduction
On a global scale, it is in China, the United States and India where CO2 emissions are the highest, respectively at 32.9%, 12.6% and 7% (Gaudiaut, 2022). In 2019, the carbon footprint of each European union citizen was approximately 6.8 tonnes a year (Eurostats, 2022). By 2030, the Council of the European Union would like to halve the greenhouse gases produced on the continent (European Commission, 2020). Since then, environmental and energy taxes have been ubiquitous, but one economic sector is still exempt from this tax constraint: that of the air transport industry. In 2016, global aviation accounted for 1.9% of all greenhouse gas emission and in 2018 of 2.5% of CO2 emissions and 3.5% of effective radiative forcing (Lee, 2022). Moreover, the past three years show a significant growth in total CO2 emissions caused by airports (Sahinkaya et al., 2021). Paradoxically, “international aviation’s emissions are significant and remain largely untaxed” (Teusch et al., 2021, p.7). Given the reductions in CO2 emissions expected by governments from each of us, these figures which may seem low are in fact enormous. Flying blows up the carbon footprint giving way to a two-speed globalization, empowering some and disempowering others (Beck, 2018). At the scale of a country, the responsibility of a few people who regularly take the plane – usually the most privileged - is completely diluted by those who take it rarely or not at all (Ivanova et al., 2020). In this paper, we will dive into this sustainability issue and reflect upon tensions between policy and practice. 
2. Kerosene: untaxed
Carbon dioxide is emitted by all sort of gasoline (or kerosene) engines which are responsible for polluting the atmosphere and that air pollution disturb the climate with more floods and droughts, more heat, and causes more illnesses. Kerosene is the most used jet fuel and it is also the most polluting (including the whole life's cycle of Kerosene from extraction, to transportation, refining process and use): "The dominant source of greenhouse gas emissions is from kerosene com - bustion in aircraft turbines during air transportation, which contributes 99.5% of the total CO2 emissions"(Koroneos et al., 2005, p.422). One can therefore wonder why the latter, until now, has not been subject to any taxation from governments?
Among the few fuels exempt from taxes, one can find Kerosene, which is not conditional to the European directive on energy taxation introduced over 15 years ago. In the case of international aviation, this mandatory tax exemption is a predicament as it is not accordant with current climate policies and challenges. It would be necessary to adopt new regulations which would allow the introduction of a tax on the fuel used by planes. 
3. A half-word legislation
Supporters of the eco-centric approach of sustainability (Gorobets, 2006) would call for a systemic change arguing that air travel has benefited from free allowances for far too long, while rail passengers have been paying eco-related taxes for years; illustrating the notion of intra-domination around which revolves the concept of social ecology (Bookchin, 1993). In December 2022, the European Union decided that airlines will soon have to pay for the CO2 emissions of their intra-European flights (ECEEE, 2022), with the disappearance of free allowances from which they have benefited so far, but international flights will be spared. The legislation text is part of the vast European climate plan. In addition to flights within the European Union, the same will go for flights between the European Union and Switzerland or the United Kingdom, but for now, flights between Europe and the rest of the world will be excluded. This also means that for an indefinite period of time, long-haul (international) flights will not be subject to any such tax, even though these are the most polluting flights.

Flight within Europe have already been subject to the carbon emissions quota. This currently allows airlines to buy and exchange their “right of pollution” required to offset their emissions. 
But so far, they have been offered free quotas counterbalancing most of their emissions in order to be assisted in remaining competitive against the foreign competition. This privilege will no longer apply in the next three years because one third of these "free" allowances will vanish from 2024 and the remaining 25% in 2025 to be completely abolished in 2026. This taxation will result in the increase in the price of air tickets in the hope of discouraging many people from flying and will inevitably contribute positively to the reduction of air pollution.
4. Greenwashing is in the air…
What does Greenwashing mean? According to Lyon et al., (2011), greenwashing in corporate environment refers to a judicious disclosure of positive information without complete exposure of negative information in order to foster a positive corporate image (Lyon et al., 2011).   Choosing an unethical way to promote their services while misleading customers in believing that their company is more environmental-friendly is a very common practice among small but also large organization.
Greenpeace released a report on June 1, 2022 (Sánchez Jacob et al., 2022) that Europe's seven largest airlines are not taking enough action to limit their greenhouse gas emissions. The association commissioned an analysis from the research institute which assessed the level of responsibility, commitment and performance of Lufthansa, Air France-KLM, International Airlines Group (IAG), Ryanair, EasyJet, SAS and TAP Air Portugal, based on social, environmental and governance criteria. Based on that report, none of these seven companies has annual targets for reducing their greenhouse gas emissions or has committed to a trajectory and a target of complete decarbonization by 2040. Their score in terms of responsibility and commitment to the environment is 32%. Greenpeace regrets that these companies have set themselves the objective of zero emissions for 2050 but have not taken action so far (Sánchez Jacob et al., 2022). Obviously, the main European airlines are lacking credibility not being fully committed to social or environmental issues and is viewed by eco-socialists as a consequence of globalization leading to environmental degradation and exploitation (Singh, 2010).
5. Why do airline companies engage into Greenwashing?
First of all, despite their inaction, many airlines continue to mislead their consumers via their advertising and social media campaigns using Greenwashing because it works and people tend to believe in the message being broadcasted without having seen any robust data: "The findings from five focus group discussions indicate that the source of the message, eco-labels, brand perception and brand knowledge have a great influence on the perceived credibility of the message. The impact on buying behavior of disclosing greenwashing strategies is influenced by a number of factors but even in cases where it does not directly result in a change of buying behavior, consumers felt that being made aware of greenwashing was important to their overall decision making process”(Brouwer, 2016, p.245). Secondly, environmental issues are aligned towards the introduction of greater taxation of the air and aeronautical sectors, but industry professionals seem to be resistant to the financial consequences of these measures. The eco-tax would significantly increase the price of plane tickets, reduce their turnover, obliging them to slow down their activities and they would certainly be forced to lay off staff. This scenario, although logical, is not as straight forwards as it looks like, reading a study by Bernardo et al. (2022) which shows that while the demand in terms of flight is rather inelastic to prices, a great part of the tax burden is borne by passengers, especially by those paying low fares (Bernardo et al., 2022). Thirdly, the lack of available public data informing people about the real stand of organizations when it comes to their sustainable commitment is also a predicament but a great contributor to greenwashing. People should be educated in needling out false information and practices in order to take actions against them. Despite of the clear expectations and standards they will have to meet by 2026 latest, most of airlines companies lack transparency and accountability and are trying to buy time with no real intention to set themselves for a change. 
6. The power of small actions
According to a press release from March 2023 published by the International Air Transport Association, international traffic in January 2023 rose 104.0% compared to January 2022. It is clear that passengers demand remains strong. The magnitude of the problem seems daunting and on an individual level, we often feel powerless in the face of the ecological footprint of airlines for which we do not feel particularly responsible. Yet, we are part of the problem. On the one hand, eco-centrists are aiming for radical solutions such as the 2050 Absolute Zero report (Ward et al., 2019) which plans to take the emissions out of the atmosphere by reducing drastically tourism and business flights for individuals while focusing on developing alternative technology options. On the other hand, if each of us felt more concerned by the issue and traveled less by plane, there would obviously be fewer planes in the air and fewer pollution. It has to be some sort of cognitive and behavior balance applied to sustainability concepts to avoid constant dissonance (Schrems et al., 2020). As for airline companies, flying with half-empty planes is not a sustainable long-term solution either because it quickly becomes too expensive. To provide real answers to the problems of global warming, one should go through actions that must be both collective and individual because alone, an individual cannot control the climate (Bolsen et al., 2014). 
7. Conclusion
The aviation sector currently benefits from very advantageous taxation as compared to other industries and this situation seems hardly compatible with the environmental objectives (Gürçam, 2022) set by the European Union which promotes Deep Ecology in its narrative but allows practices exposing Shallow Ecology at the service of globalization. The moral and ethical dimensions of climate accountability is a societal issue and as citizens of this earth we need to critically reflect on what should and can be done to address this issue. Although planes are not the only problem in the fight against global warming, their impact can hardly be ignored. Either we voluntarily reduce our carbon footprint (Bamberg et al., 2021), or the physical constraints of resource contraction will take it over, sooner or later. For this, changes in behavior at the individual level alone will not make a difference (Adams, 2018) whereas social change will (travelling less often, less far or just differently...). In addition to that, governments should regulate the aviation sector more strongly in order to foster greater transparency, show exemplarity (Berquier et al., 2019), end the double-morale by reinforcing legitimacy towards the ecological issue of global warming.
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