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HPFY 3009 Assignment 1 – Analysis of the Emancipation Proclamation

The Emancipation Proclamation is seen as one of the defining documents of the United States. 
The Emancipation Proclamation was written in 1862, by Abraham Lincoln, the 16th President of the United States of America (National Archives, 2022). 

The Emancipation Proclamation first appeared as the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation, in July 1862, when President Abraham Lincoln read out this preliminary document to his Cabinet (National Archives and Records Administration n.d.), and then from the advice of William H. Seward, President Lincoln’s Secretary of State, waited to announce this publicly until the Union won a significant victory (History.com Editors, 2009). This then happened September of that year, with the Battle of Antietam, which actually resulted in a draw between the Union and the Confederacy (American Battlefield Trust, n.d.). However, the Union army had been able to remove the Confederates from Maryland, which President Lincoln considered a strategic victory for the Union, which then led him to publicly declare the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation on 22nd September, 1862 (National Archives and Records Administration n.d.). This Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation stated that, if by January 1st, 1863, the rebels have not ceased fighting and joined the Union, all slaves owned in the rebellious states shall be freed (National Archives and Records Administration n.d.). This did not take effect, and on 1st January 1863, President Abraham Lincoln issued (and signed) the final version of the Emancipation Proclamation, which stated, "That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, all persons held as slaves within any State or designated part of a State, the people whereof shall then be in rebellion against the United States, shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free; and the Executive Government of the United States, including the military and naval authority thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of such persons, and will do no act or acts to repress such persons, or any of them, in any efforts they may make for their actual freedom.” (Emancipation Proclamation 1863). Essentially, this is stating that on the first of January 1863, all slaves within any area designated as a rebellion state will be freed and forever stay freed, and the United States Government will recognise them as free, and must not act in any way that will cause any elimination to their freedom, in the fight for freedom.

At the time this was written, America was in its second year of the Civil War (National Park Service, 2022). The American Civil War consisted of two sides, the northern states (the union) and the southern states (the rebels). The conflict was mainly about a disagreement over the institution of slavery, with the southern states fighting for slavery, and the northern states fighting against it (American Battlefield Trust, 2021). When the Battle of Antietam ended in a draw, which was in fact an  overall success for the Union, President Abraham Lincoln issued the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation saying that if the rebels do not join the Union, all slaves in the areas regarded as rebel territory shall be freed (National Archives and Records Administration n.d.). When the southern states did not comply, President Lincoln issued the final Emancipation Proclamation, stating that all of the slaves were freed from the southern states – the states fighting to keep slavery (National Archives and Records Administration n.d.).
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