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Introduction
Chapter 36:

R Z, LETRZ; RERIIL, LEFHZ; R
L, BDWERZ; RREZ, LEEZ. £
H. REBREIE. RATKRTH, BZAEZAT
PA7ZR N



1. R, DERZ; RRBZ, LEELZ; RRELZ, ©IHE
B, #REZ, VLEEZ. Z2EMH.

#K:gather [¥] :temporary i BH :subtle indicating omens

Fan Yingyuan:

“When we expand something, strengthen something, excite

something, and take something there is already the subtle
implication of accumulating something, weakening something,
Y abandoning something, and taking something. Although the
5\ implication is minute, the things are already quite obvious.

\tbegffore, 1t says: @ Ihis is ealled subtle bright.’” ” U

(1) [HELE [Chen Guying], ed. & T 47E4 5% [The Annotated Critical Laozi], p179.



1. KRR, RETRZ; #FRIEZ, WETRZ; RAEKEE
<, BHEEZ,; HRELZ, LEHEZ. ZREMH.

LN N AR

sun moon damp

(1) FEfEE [Shi Deqing], ed. IE 4 fi# [The Explanation of Daodejing] (Shanghai: East China Normal University chubanshe, 2009), p85.
(2) [E /Y5 https://unsplash.com/



1. MK, VEETRZ; WFRIFL, WEGRZ; HFEKE
<, BHEEZ; HREZ, VEHRZ. 2R

Hanshan:

e Expansion is the sign of accumulation (§%):; strength must be

the bud of weakness; to rise up and excite (#l) must be an sign

of abandonment (f&%); giving (
(%) )

) must be the sign of seizing

(1) FEfEJE [Shi Deqing], ed. IE 24K % [The Explanation of Daodeji
(Shanghai: East China Normal University chubanshe, 2009), p85.

ngl



. RHEREKZ, DGR AFRIEZ, WETRZ; AFKE
<, BHEEZ,; HRELZ, LEHEZ. ZREMH.

Kaiyuan prosperous age The demise of Tang Dynasty

& Fr 2k https://unsplash.com/



1. REKKZ, DERZ; #EKsSZ, VEMZ; KL, ©IHE
B, #REZ, VLEEZ. ZEHMH.

D.C. Lau :

“If you would have a thing shrink, you must first stretch it.” D

Conclusion :

This is a description of the famous Daoist ideas about when things

reach their peak they must return (Mki4 ), when influence and

~ \ authority is great it must weaken (BEHANFF). @

/ ' (1) Lao Tzu Tao Te Ching, trans. by"D:C.Lau (New Ybrk, Penguin, 1963), p41.
y : (2) BRZLHE [Chen Guying], ed. & 141 4-5% [The Annotated Critical Laozi], p179.



2. ZHBAI )l

chapter 77:
When you draw the bow, if you lift it too high, press it down a
bit; if you lift it too low, lift it up a bit. Up and down, left

and right, must make an appropriate adjustment for the target. (I

RZIiE, HPRSHE? REMLZ, THEBEZ;, ABERZ, PEEMLZ.

chapter 42:

People who are very violent won t get their timely death.

v
DR E AN/ HIE
. (1) BZLE [Chen Guying], ed. & 141 4-5% [The Annotated Critical Laozi], p287.

(2) BZLHE [Chen Guying], ed. & 141 4-5% [The Annotated Critical Laozi], p200.




2. 5515 W5

chapter 50

There is nowhere for the rhinoceros to pitch its horn;

there is nowhere for the tiger to place its claws:; there
is nowhere for the weapon to lodge its blade. (V> G fERT

BHEMA, IR

rhinoceros

BTN, &

1L

1 1))

E

T2 HYJ]., H: rhinoceros

(1) PHELIE [Chen Guying], ed. & T47E4-5% [The Annotated Critical Laozi], p230.
(2) Bl E#9E. httne://un<plash com/



2. 5515 Mo

chapter 76:
The hard and strong are follower of death, the soft and
weak are follow of weak. (V EXGHZEICZ fE, TIGELEZRE
chapter 22:

Bowed down then preserved, bent then straight, hollow

then full, worn then new. @ WR|%4, HRIEH, ER|&E, B
L _RE, RIB, LRI,

(2) BHELIE [Chen Guying], ed. ¥ T 473 B4k [Th
Annotated Critical Laozi], p136.
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People work in saleslisten to the customer

quietly and help them solve the problem.

& Fr kI https://unsplash.com/



3. RAWRI, BIZAZEAR AR N,

F]2% : sharp instruments

Several explanations of sharp instruments:

Heshang Gong : “It’ s the way of power.” (I

Hanfeizi : “It’ s the punishments.” (2

Xuehui : “ Sharp instruments are a metaphor for a

country’ s power.” (3

Wangbi : “Showing people means employing punishment. ”
12(4)

(1) (2) (3) (4) BHEE [Chen Guying], ed. & T45F
4>5% [The Annotated Critical Laozi], p179.



3. RAWRIN, BIZAZEAR AR N,

D. C. Lau
The instruments of power in a state must not
berevealed to anyone. ()

Personal idea

If you always show your muscles to others,

‘they will know your weakness.

(1) Lao Tzu Tao Te Ching, trans. by D.C.Lau (New York, Penguin, 1963), p41.



Conclusion:

Something which is weak and soft,
it’ s usually can resist to the

pressure much more than the strong

things.
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