Essay - Discussion on the nature and direction of History and its relationship within the wider range of humanities

History, according to Valdosta University, in Georgia, “is the study of change over time, and it covers all aspects of human society. Political, social, economic, scientific, technological, medical, cultural, intellectual, religious, and military developments are all part of history.”[footnoteRef:1] This signifies that history is at the heart of the humanities subjects and is linked to all the humanities subject and its nature and direction is often shaped by the world around us but also what is happening in the other humanities. [1:  Valdosta University – What is History: https://www.valdosta.edu/history/documents/what-is-history.pdf
(Accessed 9th October 2024)
] 


History and Philosophy, Religion and Ethics have been inextricably linked and shaped the formation of one another for thousands of years. It is linked through many ways, but the most notable, is through the writing of texts, both historical and biblical. Monasteries were mandated by canon law, under the catholic church for thousands of years, to document key events in the area, past and present. This varies from parish registers of marriages, death, and births in the present day, to events of the past. One of the most famous religious documenters of these events, was Geoffrey of Monmouth. He was a catholic cleric from Monmouth in Wales, who is famously known for writing, Historia Regum Britanniae (The History of the Kings of Britain). This was one of the first historiographies created which narrated the tales of King Arthur and Bladud. Another way History and Religion is linked, is through religious stories. For example, many stories from the bible and other religious texts. For example, Jesus was a real historical figure who lived and died in Israel during the 1st Century CE. Other prophets from other religions such as Muhammed and Guru Nanak were real people too, who lived and died and events from their lives was recorded into history. Even events from the bible are loosely based on real life events, “particularly with Moses parting the Red Sea being linked to a tsunami caused by the Minoan Eruption on Santorini Island in 1600 BC”[footnoteRef:2]. This shows the link between religion and history as many religious scholars would narrate events like these to perhaps create an explanation for unexplained phenomena but also to preach about key religious figures and the teachings of said religion. [2:  Telegraph: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/1412815/Biblical-plagues-and-parting-of-Red-Sea-caused-by-volcano.html
(Accessed 11th October 2024)
] 

History and Philosophy & Ethics are also closely linked through them aiding each other to discovering the reasonings behind historical events. This is particularly linked to the aftermath of the atomic bombs used on Hiroshima and Nagasaki towards the end of WW2, and even today it is heavily debated whether they should have been dropped on that. For example, this was heavily debated in Joseph Fletcher’s ethical theory of Situation Ethics. He encourages the individual to choose the most loving action that will also create the most justice. This means that this event in history could be viewed as loving and creates justice as it ended the suffering caused during WW2, however this argument could be flipped as it created long lasting scars and pain for the citizens of Japan, even up to the present day. Therefore, this shows that History, and Philosophy, Religion and Ethics are heavily linked, all the way from the physical documentation of history by monks and scholars to considering the reasoning and ethics behind past historical events, which ultimately aids our understanding of the nature of what happened and why. 

History and Literature and Language also has a close relationship. The primary way of writing and recording events is through texts, such as stories, pictures, songs, narratives, and communication by word of mouth. The method used for communicating these historical events has changed and evolved over time. In the Upper Palaeolithic era, cave paintings were used to document events in the life of man, most commonly depicting hunting, where a mammal was slain by man. These pictures can be seen to develop into hieroglyphics and paintings. Hieroglyphics then later turned into the ‘alphabet’ which was developed by the Phoenicians and has been developed and changed over time until we get the modern-day alphabet. This has then gone onto create words and documents events in physical texts such as books and manuscripts. The Epic of Gilgamesh is regarded as the earliest surviving literature and the second oldest religious text after the pyramids texts, especially as part of it narrates a story of a flood and animals being saved on a ship, which also links to the biblical story of Noah’s Ark. Literature is an extremely important part of history as it aids the narration of an event as it is the person’s experience of being a human and can be viewed as saying “I was here.” It also aids in our knowledge of the past, particularly when studying the society and culture of the past and the experiences of those in it and see through their eyes. Literature also offers power and enables us to see the world from a wider perspective. Through learning about the past in literature it enables us to have the opportunity to learn the past mistakes in global governance, and an opportunity to prevent the repetition of them. Although some choose to ignore the lessons they teach, it gives us the choice and opportunity to change and shape our history and our narrative. This has happened multiple times throughout history but the most famous example, is the Nuclear Proliferation Treaty (NPT) which has helped prevent the spread of nuclear weapons after WW2 and the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. This therefore shows that “History is not only a gateway to the past, but also suggestive of our present and the future. Within every time period lies different people and within them, different stages in our ever-growing culture. Each individual before was a product of their own time. As a species we evolve every day and without that timestamp that literature gives us, we would know nothing about the past.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  FindCourses – The Importance of Literature in Modern Society: https://www.findcourses.co.uk/inspiration/hobby-fun-leisure-articles/the-importance-of-literature-in-modern-society-17411
(accessed 9th October 2024)
] 


“Although they approach the past differently, historians and archaeologists are related as they both aim to understand the past of humanity.”[footnoteRef:4] This difference is most notable in the ways they make historical discoveries. Historians examine texts and make inferences and discoveries using primary source and knowledge around them. This often is done by extensive research through archives. Archaeologists however use these texts and records found in archives to perform digs to discover who could have lived there and any significant artifacts, which are then examined and showcased in museums for all to learn about History. Through their methods of making historical discoveries, they are closely connected as they rely on each other to aid in important discoveries of the past and share this knowledge with the world. One of the most notable and important ways history and archaeology have worked together was in the case of Richard 3rd skeleton being discovered in a carpark in Leicester. This project was led by the University of Leicester and Philippa Langley of the Richard 3rd Society. They focused the search at the former site of Greyfriars Church in Leicester. This church no longer exists as it was destroyed in the Dissolution of the Monasteries and is now a modern-day carpark. With the permission of the local council, they dug up the carpark and found Richard 3rd skeleton under where the Church’s Choir. Once analysed the skeleton showed clear signs of being in battle with an arrowhead being lodged in his spine, alongside with a large dent in his head that was most likely caused by a sword. The skeleton also confirmed the theory that Richard 3rd was a hunchback and had a curvature of the spine (Scoliosis) and that this was not Tudor propaganda. This discovery was important for history, as it aided in completing the historical story of Richard 3rd and the end of the Wars of the Roses, but also provided key knowledge of the weapons used in traditional medieval warfare and their purpose. Archaeology has also been significant in other historical discoveries such as Pompeii, Tutankhamun’s Tomb, the Rosetta Stone, and the Terracotta Army. This therefore shows that Archaeology is extremely important to the study of History, as it creates the drive to make more significant discoveries and aid our knowledge of the past.  [4:  Medium: https://chasepipes.medium.com/the-relationship-between-history-and-archaeology-72a8dfe01b4 
(accessed 9th October 2024)
] 


Physical and Human Geography have both aided in our knowledge of History. Human Geography has the most natural link with History, when particularly focusing human settlement and empires. Humans for thousands of years have traditionally chosen to create settlements in locations with either access to water or on a hill. This was practical as humans need water to survive but provided a much easier way to travel and trade with other settlements. Hills were also important as they provided a defence mechanism from attack, as the attacking army would have to run up the hill to invade, which would tire them out and lead to a quick victory by the defending army. When also studying the history of empires, it is important to consider their reasons for expanding into other territories. Majority of times, empires would invade settlements in the quest to gain more natural resources, which can be clearly demonstrated with both the Ottoman and Holy Roman Empires regularly invading the Balkans to gain greater wood resources, especially as “over 41% of the Adria-Balkan Region is forested.”[footnoteRef:5] Physical Geography and History are also linked particularly as an explanation for drops and spikes in population as shown in historical records and censuses. For example, from 1300 c. to 1850 c. there was a drop in the population in the northern hemisphere, alongside records of Frosts, poor crop yield, and rivers and even seas freezing over. This period is now known as the Little Ice Age and led to the wider spread of famine, disease and even war as countries fought over the scarce natural resources available. From a historical perspective this also provides an explanation for the increase in witch hunts and the persecution of women across Europe, with the most notable witch trials occurring in Bamberg in the Holy Roman Empire, England, Scotland, and Salem in America. Another example is the ‘Year without a Summer’ of 1815, where due to global cooling, caused by the Mt Tambora eruption of 1815, there was an increase in famine and riots across Europe, particularly in England with events such as the Peterloo Massacre and the Luddite Riots. This therefore shows that Geography helps provide key information to the reasoning behind historical events, such as battles, riots, witch hunts, and the creation of key settlements.  [5:  Forest Stewardship Council: https://adria-balkan.fsc.org/en/forest-ecosystems/adria-balkan#:~:text=The%20Adria%2DBalkan%20Region%20is,)%20which%20stands%20at%2035%25. 
(accessed 15th October 2024)] 


As demonstrated, History is an instrumental subject to the humanities and is shaped through the nature and direction of its other subjects, such as Religion, Philosophy & Ethics, Literature and Language, Archaeology and Geography. The humanities subjects help aid in historical discoveries, provide explanations for certain events, and keep a record of those events to help teach us about the past, but also serve as a warning as to not make the same mistakes as the past. 
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