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[bookmark: _Toc155450571]Introduction
This report is based on the case study relating to the trading name of Cymru Slate Co-operative, which covers the concept of intellectual property rights of an individual and an association. The geographic indicators are the concept which explains the particular quality of the product and the quality belonging to the origin place (Prescott et al., 2020). It also includes the law related to the trademarks, Halsbury law and protection of the trading name. It includes some legislations of the UK which protects the rights of intellectual property such as the Trade Marks Act of 1994, the Companies Act of 2006 and the Co-operative and Community Benefit Societies Act of 2014.

[bookmark: _Toc155450572]Geographic Indicators
The geographic indication is the term which states the intellectual rights of a product which has a particular quality and the origin of that product must be from the specific (geographic) area. It is a sign which is used for products that have a specific geographic origin. Which has a particular superiority and status that is outstanding to the origin of that particular area. In the direction of the role of a GI, a symbol must recognise a product as initiating in a certain place. The qualities, status and characteristics of any product depend on the place of source. In the UK, if any person wants to take the GI tag for any particular product then the product must contain some qualities and characteristics due to his place of origin (wipo.in, 2024). Some examples of GI products in the UK, that is Stilton cheese and Scotch whisky. In the UK GI related works come under The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra). Defra and The IP office of the UK work closely because of the relation between trademarks and GI tags. When the evolution phase of any product ends, then the intellectual property office demands two things for that. The first thing is that when any product gets the GI tag under the new scheme of the UK then the product is protected under GB. The second thing which is demanded by the Office of Intellectual Property is that when any GI is registered under the schemes of the EU then it is protected under NI. A geographical indication tag is the protection of the registered products under the law of the UK. It guards the name of the products from misuse and fake (gov.uk, 2024). 
The name of the company plays a vital role in the business for various purposes such as branding. It is the first step for any company which makes the company legal in the eye of the law in the UK after registration and it also helps in the branding that supports the business in their growth and development. The registration of business in the UK is done under the Companies House register. There are various steps which are followed in the UK for the registration of a name. The first step is to choose the name, the chosen name must follow the guidelines which is set by the government of the UK. As per the guidelines of UK law, it is clear that if any company use words like Ltd, Limited, public limited company, plc and limited liability partnership. Then the company must represent the business according to the name or the word used by them. This stage is passed by the chosen case which chooses the company name as Cymru Slate Co-operative because the given guidelines followed by the company. The second step plays an important role in the registration of the name of any company. It is the check of the name availability, Cymru Slate Co-operative is available for registration on the provided site of the government. So that the second stage of the registration of the name is also passed by the company. Some more steps are choosing a SIC code, deciding on the official company address, appointing a company share structure, getting a certificate of incorporation and paying the fees of the company formation. All these steps must be followed by the company in the registration of their name then the company will become a legal entity in the eye of the law. After registration, the intellectual property rights will be reserved under the law of the UK of the company. 
Halsbury’s Law of the UK has alphabetized the field of law which consists of the parliament Acts, Case law of the UK and also the law of Europe.
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The legal cooperative structure of the UK is completely based on the functions or operations of the company which fits in the legal structure of the UK. There are mainly four main types of cooperative legal structures in the UK that consist Co-operative Society, Community Benefit Society, Company of Limited Guarantee and Company of Community Interest. The documents which govern these co-operative structures are called the Articles of Association and Rules. 
A Community Benefit Society is the type of association or organisation which runs a business for the benefit of the community. This corporate body is registered under the Co-operative and Community Benefit Societies Act of 2014 (legislation.gov.uk, 2024). Which is authorised by the FCA of the UK which helps the company run its business under the legal framework of the UK. This business is registered as a limited company and the Companies House of UK also shows this on his portal. The main function of FCA is to manage the annual returns and accounts of the company. The main function or purpose of the CBS is to provide more help to the public by controlling the business in the area in which it operates. The CBS and Co-operative societies have similar purposes for running the business and have some principles on which these Co-operative run their business. They are mainly working based on the seven principles which were set by the International Co-operative Alliance of 1995. Some principles are control by the democratic member, Training and education, working with other Co-operative and apprehension for the community (Puusa and Davis, 2022). 
Co-operative Society is also registered under the Co-operative and Community Benefit Societies Act of 2014. This business is controlled and managed by its members and also owned by its members only. The benefits that arise out of that business are distributed among the members of the society according to the agreements and the constitution of the company. The benefits of this society are distributed among the members in the form of dividends, as a reinvestment in the business and for the support of the community groups. The money raised for that business is from the investment of the community and some funding. 
Companies Limited by the Guarantee (CLG) is an association or an organization which is governed under the Rules and Articles of Association which are written for the benefit of the community. The rules for this type of business must be written by a trained person. The main purpose of this business is to make altruistic donations and back capitalise his surplus to the business (Andrews et al., 2020)
Community Interest Company is also one of the types of Co-operative business. The business that is operated under the CIC must be registered under the Companies Act of 2006 and become the subject of the law. This type of business can be restricted by the guarantee or by the shares and the shares of the company will be transferable and convertable. As per the law of the UK, if the share of the CIC is transferable then the owner of that share has to find a buyer. If the share is redeemable then the owner has to sell the shares back to the company. The activity and operations of the company deal under the company law of the UK. The finance and turnover of the CIC is managed by the FCA. Mainly, CIC is the organisation of a large membership which ensures the management and control of the company by the members and the Articles of the Association are the governing body of the CIC. A CIC has to submit the yearly report of the community benefits to the Companies House for investigation.
The concept of cooperation has arisen since human beings looked at the earth. It mainly developed after the progress of humans who became capable of recognising themselves as an individual and society. Many eminent scholars and authors stated about the benefit of cooperation against complete competition. Moreover, in the field of management and economics cooperation plays an important role in various ways like in the development and growth of any business. Craftsmen are specifically disturbed by the need to cooperate. Craftsmen have many problems regarding the management of their business alone in today’s aggressive environment which threatens their economic existence and their individuality. So cooperative business is very helpful to them. In the UK it becomes easier than the other countries because there are many laws regarding the cooperative society which protect the interests, rights and duties. That helps the cooperative organization in its development and growth. 
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Trade Marks is the concept of Intellectual Property Rights to protect the rights of the names and ideas of the new products. It is the concept which protects the rights of intellectual property and protects from the stealing and copying of names, products and brands. It also protects the ideas and new and unique inventions, as well as the design and look of the products and also the written things. Intellectual property rights mainly are of three types these are Copyright, patents and trademarks. Intellectual property must belong to people or businesses and the owners of these properties can be more than two. Intellectual property can be sold or transferred under the law of the land. It helps an individual or an association to generate revenue which helps the company or an individual in their development and its growth (gov.uk, 2024).
Trade Marks Act Of 1994 states that a trade mark is a word, symbol, combination or design which identifies goods and services. The concept of trademark not only refers to trademarks but also contains service marks. The trademarks are mainly used for the goods whereas the service marks are mainly used for the services. This legislation protects the rights and duties of intellectual property. If any person wants to transfer intellectual property rights to other people then the products can be transferred under this act (legislation.gov.uk, 2024).
As per the laws and rules of the UK, it is found that Cymru Slate Co-operative is legal under the cooperative structure of the business. On the government portal of the UK, no company is registered in Companies House with the name of Cymru Slate Co-operative. So that the company is legally eligible for the registration. It also covers intellectual property because the jewellery and other items which are made from the Welsh slate have a unique quality and the origin of it is from the particular place. According to the Trade Marks Act Of 1994, the rights and name of the product of Cymru Slate Co-operative can be protected under this act.

[bookmark: _Toc155450575]Protection of Trading Names
The trading name of any company is a legally used name for the business. It is also called as the business name. There are some implications and limitations on the use of trading names that is the name must not consist of sensitive or offensive words. The name can not be against the public or government policy, and must not indicate the name of terrorist groups (wipo.int, 2024). This is also applicable to the Cymru Slate Co-operative and helps it in various ways such as enhancing the brand value of the company which supports the company in its development and growth and generating more revenue which benefits the community in the donation.
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This is the report which is based on the protection of intellectual property rights. It included the geographical indicators, cooperative structure, trademarks and protection of the trading name. There are various pieces of legislation in the UK to protect the rights of intellectual property such as the Trade Marks Act of 1994, the Companies Act and the FCA. It also stated the implications and advantages of trading which helps the company in many ways.
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