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A Commentary On The Extract From The Exordium Parvum
[bookmark: _Hlk88845553]	The extract from Exordium Parvum details some of the early history of Cîteaux Abbey, mostly during the abbacy of Stephen. The Exordium Parvum, literally translated as ‘Beginnings Small’, is of disputed origin, and purpose.[footnoteRef:1] However, much might be told from careful analysis of the text, as this commentary shall demonstrate. [1:  J. R. Beard & C. Beard, Cassell’s Latin Dictionary: In Two Parts. I. Latin-English; II. English-Latin, (London, John Cassell, 1854). P.144, & P.301.
, & C. H. Berman, The Cistercian Evolution: The Invention of a Religious Order in Twelfth-Century Europe, (Philadelphia, University of Pennsylvania Press, 2010). P.23.
] 

	 The extract starts with brief reference to the abbacy of Alberic. A simple mention is given of Alberic’s nine, and a half, years as abbot, prior to his death, or – as the text puts it – prior to when he ‘went home to the Lord, full of glory in his faith and virtues, and therefore deserved to be rewarded by God with eternal life.’ Enough is said, however, to give the impression of Alberic as pious man, justly rewarded in heaven. Indeed, the text goes on at length to describe Alberic’s piety, ‘he had practised fruitfully regular discipline’, and ‘full of glory in his faith and virtues,’. This is likely polemical in nature, the extract goes on to describe the reforms made by abbot Stephen, after Alberic’s death, and it might, otherwise, be inferred that the issues which needed reform were the fault of Alberic. Considering also that the scholars Burton, and Kerr describe some criticism, regarding the fact that the founders of the order were in breach of their vows of stability, which was targeted at the Cistercians, this further suggests a polemic emphasising Alberic’s virtues.[footnoteRef:2] Being one of the original monks from Molesme who founded Cîteaux, as is stated in the wider text, Alberic had once broken his vow of stability, that being so – especially considering that fact that the rest of this extract could be interpreted as an indirect critique of Alberic abbacy – in the context of a critical environment, like that described by Burton, and Kerr, it would be in the Cistercian’s interest to portray him as particularly virtuous, and so employ a polemic.[footnoteRef:3]  [2:  J. Burton, & J. Kerr, The Cistercians in the Middle Ages, (Woodbridge, The Boydell Press, 2016). Pp.16-17.
]  [3:  Exordium Parvum, trans. by Ordre Cistercien de la Stricte Observance, (2016), https://ocso.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/EN-Exordium-Parvum.pdf [Accessed: 26/11/2021].
, & Burton, & Kerr, The Cistercians, Pp.16-17.
] 

[bookmark: _Hlk88926667][bookmark: _Hlk88928236][bookmark: _Hlk88931635]The extract continues with references to some of the reforms of Stephen’s abbacy. As discussed above the fact that reforms were necessary is not the fault of Alberic, who the extract portrays very positively, instead the need for them can be interpreted as an attack on non-Cistercian monasteries. A notable reform being ‘the brethren and this abbot prohibited the duke of that land or any other lord from keeping his court at any time in that monastery’. Of the first, by the author’s one admission, it had previously been known for nobles to hold court at Cîteaux Abbey, but moreover it was a custom generally observed by other monasteries in western Europe, from which Cîteaux was distancing itself.[footnoteRef:4] This capacity to rule on whether – or not – temporal nobles, in particular the Duke of Burgundy, their de jura lord based on the location of Cîteaux, marks out the independence of this abbey, which is addressed elsewhere in the Exordium Parvum where it discusses Roman privilege, relative to other houses, such as Werden.[footnoteRef:5] This is significant, as – at abbeys like the aforementioned Werden – accommodating the court of a noble – in Werden’s case a king, in this case a duke – emphasised the strength of the relationship between the temporal, and the spiritual, including the financial part of that relationship; as Bernhardt discusses Werden was a key financial supporter of its kings.[footnoteRef:6] As such, for Cîteaux to forbid entry to the Duke, and his court, distances them – also – from the financial side of the church-laity relationship, giving the impression of a more frugal house. In this way, it is polemical. [4:  J. A. Keen, ‘Harding, Stephen, Saint (D.1134)’, in The Rise of the Medieval World, 500-1300: A Biographical Dictionary, ed. by J. K. Schulman, (Westport, Greenwood Press, 2002). P.195.
, & J. W. Bernhardt, Itinerant Kingship and Royal Monasteries in Early Medieval Germany, C.936-1075, (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1996). P.190.
]  [5:  Exordium Parvum, trans. by Ordre Cistercien de la Stricte Observance.
, & Bernhardt, Itinerant Kingship. Pp.189-190.
]  [6:  Bernhardt, Itinerant Kingship. Pp.189-190.
] 

[bookmark: _Hlk88931888]This frugality is also seen in the Cistercian rejection of gold, and silver crucifixes, ‘they resolved to keep no crosses of gold or silver’ another of Stephen’s reforms. This frugality, which is consistent with the humble way of life championed by the Rule of St. Benedict, by the fact that it is the product of Stephen’s reforms, gives the impression that other houses are less frugal, and that the Cistercians are particularly virtuous for being so.[footnoteRef:7] Specifically, it seems to be targeted towards the Cluniacs, in defiance of whom’s customs the abbey at Cîteaux was founded, and a group known for the idea of the beauty of holiness, and their use of valuable items in their churches.[footnoteRef:8] By showing the frugality of Cîteaux, and thereby implying the non-frugality of other monasteries, the writer of the Exordium Parvum may, again, be engaging polemics, showing that the monks from Molesme who came to Cîteaux were right to break their vows of stability, as other houses – particularly Cluniac houses like Molesme – do not like humbly as St. Benedict proscribed.[footnoteRef:9] [7:  Benedict of Nursia, The Rule, trans. by Anonymous, (Moscow, Roman Roads Media, 2015). Pp.12-16.
]  [8:  J. Evans, Cluniac Art of the Romanesque Period, (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1950). P.27.
]  [9:  Benedict of Nursia, The Rule, Pp.12-16.] 

These polemics, showing the virtue of the abbey under Alberic, and the frugality – and therefore virtue – of the abbey under Stephen, suggest – as touched upon above – a climate of criticism. Burton, and Kerr, do refer to some criticism regarding the monks from Molesme’s choice to break their vows of stability, and certainly the choice to elevate one of those monks in Alberic, and denigrate Molesme, and house like it, for lack of frugality, would suggest a response to this particular criticism.[footnoteRef:10]  However the extent of polemics, even in this single extract, suggest a more critical environment, closer to that of the late twelfth century, which would be consistent with Berman’s suggestions that the text was written later than is generally believed.[footnoteRef:11] As such, by careful examination of this extract, this commentary sees the polemic purpose of the Exordium Parvum, likely as a response to an extremely critical environment. [10: 
 Burton, & Kerr, The Cistercians, Pp.16-17.
 ]  [11:  Berman, The Cistercian Evolution, P.23.
, & G. Constable, The Reformation of the Twelfth Century, (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1996). P.33.

] 
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