Part 1 
The text below also contains many errors, which includes incorrect use of Harvard referencing conventions. Re-write both the paragraph and the reference list to demonstrate your understanding of: 
· Use of formal, standard English which is expected as part of academic style;
· Accurate spelling;  
· Correct use of punctuation including commas, apostrophes and full stops; 
· Well written sentences which make grammatical sense; 
· Careful, accurate use of Harvard referencing conventions.

This essay will be about the effect that Forest schools have on young children. A definition of Forest School has been made by the Forest School Network, it says that “it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adult's regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment” Murray and O’Brien (2006). O’Brien and Murray suggest that “people are a bit worried of their children going into the woodland and green place in school, like they did when they were children. They are worried as they think something will happen to their children and they can do a lot of indoor activities now. There is also research that tells us that if they do not go when they are young children then they will not go when they are grown up either, as they will miss out on physical and emotional benefits of the access to nature. Thomas, W., Aspinall, and Bell. (2003) suggest that, learning outdoors is very different to learning in a classroom environment, as the Welsh Government are encouraging teachers to do Forest school in their own school, especially in Foundation Phase.
Reference List:  
O'Brien, E and Murray, R. (2006) A marvellous opportunity for children to learn: A participatory evaluation of Forest School in England and Wales. Farnham: Forest Research.
Ward Thomas, C. Aspinall, P. Bell, S. Findlay, C. Wherrett, J. and Travlou, P.  (2004) Open space and social inclusion: Local woodland use in central Scotland. Edinburgh: Report to the Forestry Commission,
Welsh Assembly Government. (2009) Outdoor Learning Handbook. Cardiff: WAG.

Part 2a
If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of _________? Why is it important that students avoid this?   
If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism. According to the University of Oxford the definition of plagiarism is:
Plagiarism is presenting someone else’s work or ideas as your own, with or without their consent, by incorporating it into your work without full acknowledgement. All published and unpublished material, whether in manuscript, printed or electronic form, is covered under this definition. Plagiarism may be intentional or reckless, or unintentional. Under the regulations for examinations, intentional or reckless plagiarism is a disciplinary offence” (University of Oxford 2018).
Plagiarism can be very serious offence, so students need to be aware of this and be taught on how to reference in the correct way. Sometimes a student maybe accused of plagiarism, but they may not be aware that they have plagiarised. Trying to avoid plagiarism is not just ensuring that you have referenced correctly, it is also showing that you have read different sources such as books, journals and websites. As Stella Cottrell (2008, p.128) states “Plagiarism, is treated very seriously, and plagiarised work is usually disqualified”.
Reference List:
Cottrell, S (2008) Palgrave Study Skills: The study skills hand book (3rd ed). Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillen.
University of Oxford (2018) Plagiarism.  https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/academic/guidance/skills/plagiarism?wssl=1 (Accessed 30th November 2018).
 




You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer.  
This statement is false. As the University of Wales, Trinity Saint David (UWTSD) Harvard reference guide (2018) points out, when you reference a direct quote it is taking someone else's work word for word. Direct quotation should only be used when it is relevant to the point or argument you are making. Paraphrasing and summerising can be another way of referencing author’s work. When you are paraphrasing you are writing what the author has said but in your own words but when you are summerising, it is reading someone else is work and ideas and writing it in your own paragraph.  
Reference List:
University of Wales Trinity St David (2018) Referencing Handbook: Harvard. Available at:  https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/191875/mod_resource/content/1/Harvard-eng.PDF (Accessed 30th November 2018).










Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons, whether you believe this statement is true or false.  
I think this statement is false, as Wikipedia is not a good place to search for information for your academic assignments as anyone could go on Wikipedia and edit the information. This can be very misleading and is therefore, not a reliable source for your academic writing. However, when researching, Wikipedia is almost always the first search the appears on google, lecturers warn academic students about the content and inaccuracies in Wikipedia and therefore advise against using this site. Commer (2013) states that the two academics he questioned said it is obvious if student has used Wikipedia as a citation and this was always un unacceptable.  
Coomer, A. (2013) Should University Students Use Wikipedia. https://www.theguardian.com/education/2013/may/13/should-university-students-use-wikipedia  (Accessed 4th November 2018) 














Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation.?  
Long quotation is when you are using someone else is work and you putting it in your own words. When you are using long quotation in a sentence or paragraph it should be no longer than 30 words or two lines. As the UWTSD Referencing Handbook (2018) states, to use a long quotation in your work you must ensure:  
1.  All paragraphs with quotations need to be indented
2.  All quotations need to be a new paragraph 
     3.  When you are using long quotation there is no need to use speech marks. 
     4.  Continue with the quote. 
Reference List: 
University of Wales Trinity St David (2018) Referencing Handbook: Harvard. https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/191875/mod_resource/content/1/Harvard-eng.PDF (Accessed 30th November 2018)











Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study.  
When starting to look for research you should look for the key theme of your academic assignment. Then you could start to look in the library and find the correct book to read to widen your knowledge on the topic. There are also journals you could look at for your designated topic. Also, the PowerPoint in the lecture may help you with your academic assignments, these give you invaluable information that can guide you through your academic writing. The learner can then choose different forms of information to read for the designated topic, such as: 
1. Library Books
2. Newspaper article 
3. PowerPoint from lectures 
4. Journals
5. Internet websites (.gov.or.edu) 













Critical analyse
This journal is about “Schooled to Fail? The Underachievement Debate in Wales by Emma Smith, this was written in the University of York and published in 2005. The focus of this text is to explain how schools in Wales are underachieving compared to schools in (north-east) England. Smith starts the journal by looking at the education studies as a whole. She had started discussing how badly Wales were doing in their examinations, but that it has changed since she looked at all the previous statistics. She further discussed how Europe and America have done in thier results by comparing them, she then followed that by saying how Wales and England's economics are similar.
The way Emma Smith has structured her journal makes it easier for the audience to read and understand it.  When Smith has been talking about the different topic’s, she has made use of long paragraphs full of statistics, but this could also make it very difficult for the reader to engage in the journal. As Cottrell (2013) suggests, that grouping and structuring an essay makes journals easier to read. The reader can find the information they need a lot quicker. Each paragraph links well and she does use some good academic sentences at the start of most paragraphs, but she is a little repetitive with some. As Smith uses the words “OECD 2001”, DfES 2002 and “NUT 2003” but does not write the company in full as she assumes the reader knows what she is talking about, she also uses words like “so called” and does not explain who, it or they are. Smith has used lots of unsuccessful statistics which it hard for the reader to understand. The journal would have been more useful and better interpreted if she had used less graphs to explain the information and focused more on writing statements about the statistics and referring. Smith has used a lot of professional language that some people who do not work in education may not understand. In this journal it is mostly objective views, but there are some subjections views. 
In Schooled to Fail? The Underachievement Debate in Wales, Smith says that: 
“Even if economic factors are put to one side and the comparison is made simply on size of population, surely, it is un fair to write policy based on a comparison of a nation of just under 3 million people with one of just under 50 million?” 
The use of the word “Comparison” shows that she is making a difference, but it is hard when there is a big difference in population. Smith then uses a statistic graph to back it up, but she does not really need the table as she is taking a while to explain about the under achieving. In this journal Smith used a rhetorical question that she had already answered previously in the paragraph, so she is trying to make the reader think of their own opinion but making them think that her opinion is right. As Cottrell (2008, p313) points out “subjectivity simply means bringing your own views, opinions, experiences or value judgment into your research writing”. Throughout the journal Smith used lots of irrelevant sources that shows her statistics. As Smith points out:
Office statistics show that students from Caribbean backgrounds are nearly three times more likely to be excluded from school then their white peers (DfES, 2002) and that half of all students leave school without achieving fire or more good GCSE passes (DfES, 2003) (Smith 2005 p85). How do we know it is a reliable statistic as she has not back it up her evidence with a source. She also used the word “good”, but she has not given any sort of statistic to tell us what is good and what is not.
In this journal Smith states, that girls are higher achiever than boys, but towards the end she finds out through her statistics that there is not much of a gap as in Math in 1999 girls were 48.8 and the boys were 47.9 so the gap was on 0.94. This gap closed when the Welsh Joint Education Commitee (WJEC) introduced course work to the curriculum. Smith (2005), states:
Although it is true that boys do not do as well as girls in English and Welsh, there is evidence there to suggest that they probably never have done and that any ‘underachievement’ of boys in these objects is not a new phenomenon.  
This tells and shows the reader that boys have stayed the same and have not gone up or down, so Smith cannot say that boys are underachieving as they are only “10 per cent” under girls. 

Conclusion 
In this journal Smith has given a good debate at why Wales are not underachieving compared to England. Even though it takes a while for Smith to get to the main point of that she believes Wales have underachieved in the years. This journal could have been a little clearer for the audience, if Smith had used different statistics to back up what she was saying. Even though she is from England she writes this article from a Welsh perspective, however, on occasions she is not clear as she states Wales are not underachieving in some paragraphs when all her statistics show that Wales are underachieving. Smith uses very out of date graphs that do not give the right outcome, as they are over 15 years old. If she used more up to date graphs, then it would have been a better and maybe different outcome. 
This journal is structed well and very easy to read, even though it does have a few complicated words. Smith gives us lots of different examples, but she does back it up with statistics and graphs to show where she got that evidence from. Smith talks about how the Welsh and English economic are very much the same, she compares this rather and comparing Wales with all of England.
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