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Reasons for Choosing Topic (one short paragraph):
I have chosen my topic because I regularly hear negative opinions and statements about the British Empire. I do not believe that it was as evil as it is made out to be by the media and its critics, so I want to argue in defence of some of the empire’s better achievements.


Preliminary Summary of Themes, Aims and Objectives (one to three paragraphs):
I will argue that the British Empire defended and promoted liberal principles and ideas throughout the empire. I will adopt a social history approach to this argument as that covers the wide range of people that benefited and in other cases suffered as a result of the empire. By the end of the dissertation I aim to have argued that the empire was not always a racist power focused primarily on profit, rather it attempted in cases to improve the quality of life for those who lived with its borders.
 I will look at examples such as sati/suttee in India, combating piracy in the south China sea and Boneo Sarawak, the abolition of the slave trade and the construction of vital infrastructure such as schools and hospitals. These examples ought to provide a platform for me to be able to justify my argument. However, I will look to include examples where liberal ideals were not successfully carried out by the empire, the putting down of the Mau Mau rebellion in Kenya would be a good example of this failure.



Brief Preliminary List of Primary and Secondary Sources (mention any relevant archives, etc. here):
Primary:
John Locke. Two Treatises of Government and a letter concerning toleration. Digi Reads. UK. 
Niccolo Machiavelli. The Prince. Translation by Tim Parks. Penguin Books. London. England. 2011.
James Peggs. Burning a Hindoo Widow. India’s Cries to British Humanity, Relative to Infanticide, British Connection with Idolatry, Ghau Murders, Suttee, Slavery, and Colonization in India. Third edition. Simpkin and Marshall. Stationers' Court. London. England. 1832.
Henry Keppel. Expedition to Borneo of HMS Dido. The suppression of piracy: the journal of James Brooke ESQ of Sarawak. Volume 1. Chapman and Hall. 1847. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]National Archives Kew: Catalogue number CAB 21/2906. Situation in Kenya: Mau Mau activities. 1952 Sept - 1959 July. 
Secondary: 
Niall Ferguson. Empire How Britain made the modern world. Penguin Books. London. England. 2004.
Niall Ferguson. Colossus The Rise and Fall of the American Empire. Penguin Books. London. England. 2004.
Ashley Jackson. The British Empire a very short introduction. Oxford University Press. Oxford. England. 2013.
James Whidden. Egypt British colony, imperial capital. Manchester University Press. Manchester. England. 2017.
James Morris. Pax Britannica The climax of an empire. Penguin Books. London. England. 1981.
Winston Churchill. A History of the English Speaking Peoples, Volume 3, The Age of Revolution. Cassell & Company LTD. London. England. 1962.
