Safeguarding Report – Officer Statement

Good afternoon my name is Officer Wemyss. This case was referred to me by the Social Worker under section 47 of the child protection enquiries.
Today is Monday 8th July 2025 and my report is a Child Welfare Concern.
Summary of Concerns
The subjects of concern in this case are a 3-year-old boy named Joseph and a 10-month-old girl named Amelia. The reasons for Concern are suspected neglect in the home environment under the Children and Young Persons Act of 1989 (Legislations, Gov 2024). Joseph and his younger sister Amelia have been identified as at-risk individuals as a result of the potential neglect in their family environment. Emerging concerns have arisen regarding the mother's new relationship, including potential exposure to domestic violence, emotional well-being, and fundamental care. The children appear to be withdrawn, and Joseph has exhibited irregular nursery attendance and inadequate hygiene.

Key risk factors
The mother has recently started a romantic relationship with a new partner. This individual is already familiar to law enforcement from prior enquiries concerning child safety. This man has no contact or interaction with his biological children due to domestic abuse in a prior relationship. Due to this, he possesses a restraining order issued under Section 360 sentence Act 2020 (CPS, 2025) stopping any contact or interaction with both children and ex-partner. Even though the restraining order remains in effect it has been breached once. 
Information collected indicates worries around potential controlling and coercive behaviour within the household. The male subject had already previously been charged under Section 76 of the Serious Crime Act 2015 (CPS, 2021). There may be unverified reports of domestic violence, thereby jeopardising the physical and mental well-being of both children. The Mans history of domestic abuse and disregard for restraining orders, coupled with the mother's current involvement with this individual causes serious safeguarding concerns.
Criminal history
The male has a history of abusing drugs and alcohol, and he has been arrested before for being abusive and drunk around a child, which led to Child Protective Services being called. The male was charged with drunk and disorderly conduct, which led to charges under the Public Order Act 1986 (CPS, 2024), charged for resisting arrest, which led to charges under the Police Act Section 89 (Legislation.Gov, 2020) and child endangerment, which led to charges under the Children and Young Person Act 1989 (Gov, 2022). These actions show that he is still a danger to any children he is responsible for or in contact with.
My recommendations
Based on the available facts I advise a criminal inquiry into possible coercive control, child endangerment, and domestic abuse under Section 76 of the Serious Crime Act 2015 (Gov, 2024), The Children and Young People Act 2004 (Legislation, Gov 2022) and the Sentencing Act 2020, Section 360 (Legislation.gov 2020). Until the outcomes of the police investigations and risk assessments are known, I advise the male in question to avoid any unsupervised interactions with the children. If the children are deemed at immediate risk after these risk assessments, I urge Children's Services to seek an Emergency Protection Order under the Children Act 1989, Section 44 (Child Law Advice, 2023).        
Given the indications of coercive control, I suggest that the mother seek help from domestic abuse services, which include safety planning under the Domestic Abuse Act 2021 (Gov, 2024).


Before this module I knew the basic knowledge on safeguarding. 
I knew it was the action you take to protect children and vulnerable people from harm such as abuse, maltreatment, neglect, and exploitation, to ensure children grow up with safe and effective care and are given the best chances in life. I knew it was everyone’s responsibility to protect a child they have concerns about or think the child may be at risk in any way. I knew it was my responsibility to pass any information I have regarding concerns of a child, or any disclosures given to me from a child that are cause for concern to the appropriate adult or team member. I knew I needed to document any information said to me by a child word for word, date it and pass the information on immediately. I also knew that I cannot make promises to a child that I can keep things secret, but I can tell them that I will only tell the persons necessary if needed. I knew that any information I received would need to be confidential and passed on only to those who need to know. I knew that a large part of safeguarding effectively is through multiagency collaboration and that it is a team effort keeping children safe.
During this module I have learnt a lot more on safeguarding. I knew the goal was to keep children safe and protect them from harm, but I didn't fully understand how much responsibility it came with and risks it carries if you do not follow all policies and procedures. While researching, I read about the Victoria Climbie case and how the system failed her by multi-agencies not collaborating effectively proving how important It is to work together as it can result in devastating results like death. I also learned about new legislations such as The Children Act 2004 that have been put in place following the death of Victoria Climbie to highlight the weakness in the child protection system and to strengthen the system by ensuring better collaboration between different agencies involved in child welfare. It also shocked me that even though new legislations such as The children Act 2004 came into place to prevent similar cases happening again, seven years later under the same child welfare authorities in London who were responsible for Victoria Climbie failed another child who was 17 months old called baby P. It has taught me that with effective safeguarding and multi-agencies working together both deaths could have been prevented, and it reminds me that safeguarding carries a heavy responsibility and to never assume someone else will speak up and that we all need to be proactive, ask questions and always put the child’s welfare first. 
It has also deepened my understanding on different types of abuse, like sexual abuse, mental abuse, grooming and cyberbullying, I now recognise that abuse is not always obvious which can make safeguarding harder to spot. It shocked me that abuse can happen in secret, in a sneaky way, and sometimes the child will even agree with it. This makes it even more important for me to watch out for other signs or changes in behaviour such as withdrawal, anger, anxiety or drop in school performance. I have learnt that behaviour is often a kind of communication in children who don't know how to speak up. I know I must be vigilant, sympathetic, and mindful of the child, not just their words and to provide a trusting space. I know to feel supported and safe, a child needs a consistent approachable adult who they can speak to if needed. I have learnt from this module that successful safeguarding involves detecting the little things, acting early, and never ignoring my intuition.

Protecting children is crucial for everyone who works with them.
To effectively protect children, it is important to remember the 5 Rs. These five steps make it easy to communicate safety concerns:
The first R is recognising, this is being able to spot signs of abuse, neglect, or exploitation. To do this, practitioners need to know what kinds of harm there are and how to spot them. 
The second R is respond, it's important to act in the right way after spotting a possible problem. Depending on the situation, this could mean talking to the person, helping them, or asking a supervisor for advice.
The third R is report, if there are concerns about a child's safety, professionals must tell the relevant people immediately. This could be the police, social services, or the person in charge of keeping the child safe (NSPCC, 2025).
The fourth R stands for record; it is very important to keep full and correct notes of what happened. This includes writing down what happened in pen, who was there, what was done and to date and sign the notes.
The fifth R is refer, in some cases, the child may need to be sent to get support. This could mean getting in touch with domestic violence assistance, a mental health service, or another suitable organisation. Professionals in all sectors can protect children and change things for the better by remembering the five Rs (Prospero Learning, 2025). 


