g The moral equivalent of war

William fames

‘T he war against war is going to be no holiday excursion or camping-party. The military feel-
ings arc 00 deeply grounded to abdicate their place among our ideals undl better substitutes
are offered than the glory and shame that come to nations as well as to individuals from the
ups and downs of politics and the vicissitudes of trade. There is something highly paradoxical
in the modern man'’s relation to war. [. . .} In modern eyes, precious though wars may be.
they must not be waged solely for the sake of the ideal harvest. Only when forced upon one,
only when an enemy’s injustice leaves us no alternative, is a war now thought permissible.

It was not thus in ancient times. The earlier men were huntung-men, and to hunt a neigh-
bouring tribe, kill the males, loot the village and possess the females, was the most profitable.
as well as the most exciting, way of hving. Thus were the more martial tribes selected, and in
chicfs and peoples a pure pugnacity and love of glory came to mingle with the more funda-
mental appetite for plunder.

Modern war is so expensive that we feel trade 1o be a better avenue to plunder; but modem
man inherits all the innate pugnacity and all the love of glory of his ancestors. Showing war's
irrationality and horror is of no effect upon him. The horrors make the fascination. War is
the strong life: it is life in extremis; war taxes are the only ones men never hesitate to pay, as the
budgets of all nations show us.

History is a bath of blood. The fliad is one long recital of how, Diomedes and Ajax. Sarpe-
don and Hector killed. No detail of the wounds they made is spared us, and the Greck mind
fed upon the story. Greek history is a panorama of jingoism and imperialism - war for war's
sake, all the citizens being warriors. It is horrible reading, because of the irrationality of it all -
save for the purpose of making ‘history” - and the history is that of the utter ruin of a civiliza-
"0;1 in]intcllcctual respects perhaps the highest the earth has ever seen.

Such was the gory nurse that trained societies to cohesiveness. We inhent the warlike type;
and fﬂl'l most of the capacities of heroism that the human race is full of we have to thank this
;“"‘1 history. Dead men tell no tales. and if there were any tribes of other nype than this they
U?c::s:::jno Sljli'\'i\'Ol'!:‘. Our ancestors ha\-c bred pugnacity into our hotTc :n‘ul Marrow. and

*20ds of years of peace won't breed it out of us. The popular imaginaton fairly fatens
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& j thought of wars. Let public opinion once reach a certain fighting pitch. and no ruler
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Present day, civilized opinion is a curious mental mixture. The military instincts
oy A€ as strong as ever. but are confronted by reflective criticisms which sorely curb
o lm;lzl:dlrrfrdmn. Innumerable writers are showing up ll'n- bestial side of military srf-\ir:c.
for sty Mmastery seem no longer morally avowable mofives. and pretexts must be found

41ng them solely to the enemy. [. ..] ‘Prace’ in military mouths today 1s a synonym
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for ‘war expected”. The word has become a pure provocative, and yq gove
peace sincerehy should allow it ever to be panted ina newspaper. E\'cry up-t(:r;m n Wish;
~hould say that ‘peace” and ‘war” mean the same thing, now i posse, neny s m-(r e gje in.,:lhp‘
reasonahly be said that the intensely sharp competitive preparation for vy, by lhu. It - .
real :cor, permanent. unceasing: aud that the battles are only a sort of public "i‘ri(;‘ llal.l S
mastery gained dunng the ‘peace’ interval. ICatigy, Qf‘lh:

]

In my remarks. pacificut though [am. [will refuse to speak of the be
requnc already done justice o by many wniters} and consider only the higher
nulitari<uc senement. Patotsm no one thinks discreditable: nor does any‘ . ZSP
war i the romance of history . But inordinate ambitons are the soul of every patrim-c ¥ thyy
the possibitity of violent deatl the soul of all romance. The militarily patriogc and:sfn' ang
tic-minded everywhere. and especially the professional military class, refuse 1o ad Toma,.
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moment that war may be a transitory phenomenon in social evolution. The noiig fora
i 5 . . i % . 1
sheep’s paradise tike that revolus, they say, our higher imagination. Where ther would b 0:;,3

C the

steeps of life” If war had ever stopped. we should have to reinvent it, on th
fe trom [lat degenerasion.

Reilzcan e apologists for war at the present day all take it religiously. It is a sort of sacra-
ment. it profits are to the vanquished as well as to the victor; and quite apart from any ques
non of profit. it 1< an absolute good. we are told, for it is human nature at its highest dvnamic.
It: "horrors” are a cheap price to pay for rescue from the only alternauve supposed, of a world
uf clerks and teachers. of co-cducation and zoophuly, of ‘consumer’s leagues' and “associated
chariges . of indusmalism unhmuted. and femininism unabashed. No scorn, no hardness, no
valour any more: Fie upon such a cautlevard of a planet!

S far as the central essence of this feeling goes, no healthy-minded person, it seems tome,
ran ke'p 10 some dugree partaking of it. Militarism 1s the great preserver of our ideals of har-
diheod and buman life with no use for hardihood would be contemptible. Without risks or
prizes [or the darer. history would be insipid indeed: and there is a type of miliary chfn\l.‘m”
which meryone feels that the race should never cease to breed, for everyone is sensiuve ©
its superioninv. The duty is incumbent on mankind, of keeping military characters in stor.Ji -
of kerping them. of not for use, then as ends in themselves and as pure pieces of perfection-

sl ‘
[ Ti- natural sor of feeling forms. I think. the innermost soul of army writings. \\"it_!mul;':?
excepuon known to me, milianst authors take a highly mystical view of their subject. ]
regard war as a biolomcal or sociological necessity, uncontrolled by ordinary Ps!‘thu]cf;lm
checks and mauves. Whien the ime of development is ripe the war must come, rcason anen!
reason. {or the jusnfications pleaded are invariably fictitious. War is, in short, 2 perm
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The virtues that prevail, (. are virtues anyhow, superionties that countin li;‘a Jatter €3
i ' ; . intenser 1 th .
as in milinary comprtivon; but the strain on them, being infinitely nowing®

makes war infiuiely more searching as a trial. No ordeal is comparable to if_s wi
drrad hammer & the welder of men into cohesive states, and nowhere but 1n suc -osn s
human naturr adequately develop it capacity. The only alternative is ‘degenerat
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Turn the fear over as I vall in my mind, it all seems to lead back to two “nm. ca l'u“":f
the imagination. one aesthetic and the other moral; unwillingness, first i “"ws?l‘fh.' and ‘f'
ine wh b army iife. with its many rlements of charm, shall be for ever imposs {rag call
whirh the desunim of peoples shall nevermore be decided quickly, thrillingly: 4"
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nly gradually and insipidly by ‘cvolution’; and, secondly. unwillingness 1o sec
n L: t”ll;'t of human strenuousness closed, and the splendid military aptitudes of
-cdlt:: ;cccp always in a state of latency and never show tllcmwl_\'r:s in action. These
men doo lingnesses, 0o less than other aesthetic and cthical insistenaies. have itseems to
insistent m'm" '. dg:o and respected. One cannot mect them effectively by mere counter-insist-
me, to b “"'l.c " ensiveness and horror. The horror makes the thrili; and when the question
ency P \.var T cxcllm-mcst and supremest out of human nature. talk of expense sounds igno-
. nrgﬂurllﬁut:‘\im;kncss of so much merely negative criticism is evident - pacificism makes no
he military party. The military party denies neither the bestiality nor the hor-
c; it only says that these things tell but half the story. It only says that war
i« worth them; that, taking human nature as a \\'IIIOI('.. its wars are its best protection against its
weaker and more¢ cowardly scif, and tlun.munkmd cannot afford 10 aldopt a peace economy.

Pacificists ought to enter mor'c dc"c.plyl into the aesthetical '.}ud cthical ploml_ 01:\’1.('\\' of their
opponents. (o) so long as anti-militanists propose no substitute for war's (.hsclphn_an..‘ func-
ion, no moral equivalent of war, analogous, as one might say. to the mechanical equinalent (.Jf
heat, so long they fall to realize the full inwardness of the situation. And as a rule they do fail.
The duties, penalties, and sanctions pictured in the utopias they paint are all too weak and
tame to touch the military-minded. Tolstoy's pacificism is the only exception to this rule. for
it is profoundly pessimistic as regards all this world's valucs, and makes the fear of the Lord
furnish the moral spur provided elsewherc by the fear of the enemy. [. . )

Having said thus much in preparation, I will now confess my own utopia. [ devouy believe
in the reign of peace and in the gradual advent of some sort of a socialistic equilibnum. The
fatalistic view of the war lunction is to me nonsensc, for 1 know that war-making is due to
defimite motives and subject to prudential checks and reasonable criticisms. just like any other
form of enterprise. And when whole nations are the armies, and the science of destrucnon
vies in intellectual refinement with the sciences of production, I see that war becomes absurd
and impossible from its own monstrosity. Extravagant ambitions will have to be replaced by
reasonable claims, and nations must make common cause against them, I sec no reason why
all this should not apply to yellow as well as to white countries, and I look forward to a fuwure
when acts of war shall be formally outlawed as between civilized peoples.

All these beliefs of mine put me squarely into the anti-militarist party. But I do not believe
that peace either ought to be or will be permanent on this globe, unless the states pacifically
organized preserve some of the old elements of army discipline. A permanently successtul
peace economy cannot be a simple pleasure-cconomy. In the more or less socialistic future
towml'qs whic.-h mankind seems drifting we must still subject ourselves collectively to those
::i':‘:::\:‘:‘:lif: t}r.lsvn'vcl"1 to-our‘ real position upon this only party hospitable globe. We must
Rty clin ‘g'l\t; a[na] i?:u-chhoods continue the f'nanlmrss to w!nrﬁ Thc military mn}d S0
e, surrcndf;-.(;f .1:. |. virtues must \)c.lhc enduring cement; lllt'l‘t:.pldlt)'. contempt of soft-
which states e bi:u\t\-itc 1:llt‘crt-sft, obedience to c?mlnand, must sull remain the rock upon
wealths (it only for cor un LSS.-. md.ﬂ-d' w:-_wns'xh for dangerous reactions aganst common-
for miliary-mindeg cnllu:.mp't..and hf‘lhll‘ to invite au-.u‘-k whf:nc\'ftr a centre of crystallizauon

The war pary i as:‘rl”c';;l gets formed anywhere in their mjlghbourhood. o
although Uriqina‘lly‘ " l“‘;* b)f right in affirming and rcaffiming that the martial virtues,
Boods. Patrionic pri:iqc‘ a“":l Y f!lf: race thr.ougl‘u.war. are absolute and permanent hur.nan
ofa more general com ne flmb:tmp m'Lhcu- rmht.nry ion‘n are, alter al!. only specifications
POsing them o be its l?‘_‘“;""' passion. They arc its ﬁrst‘lnrm. b}lt that is no reason for sup-
Md withgyt 4 Murm ast lorm. Men now are proud of belonging to a conquering nation,

ur they lay down their persons and their wealth, if by so doing they may
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fend off subjection. But who can be sure that other wpects aof one's country
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and education and suggestion enough. come ta be regarded witly simily ay
of prde and shame? Why should men not some day feel that it is v
1o a collecuviny superior in @i deal respect’> Why should thicy

shame U the community that owns them s vile in any way wl,
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| . of blowinq on
the whele papulanun gets incandescent. and on the ruins of the old mgpy)

_ ohod o als of g,k ]
our. u stable sistem of morals of enic honour builds itself up. What the whole -n “hay,
comes to behen e in grasps the individual as in avice. The war function hay s ‘Jf-(ll muniiy
but constructrve interests may some day scem no less imperative, and impos;*] e ar,
wvidual a hardly lighter burden. O the jng;

Lret me illustrate my idea more concretely. There is nothing to make on
merve {act that life is hard, thar men should toil and sufler pain. The plancta
for all are such, and we can stand it. But that so many men, by me
opportumity. should have a life of nothing else but toil and pain and hardness and inferjg
impased upon them. should have ne vacation, while others natively no more desen -
get any taste of this campaigming life at all - this is capable of arousing indignation in reflee.
tnve minds. It may end by seeming shameful to all of us that some of us have nothing by
campagring. and others nothing but unmanly ease. If now - and this is my idea - there were
nstead of military conscription a conscription of the whole youthful population to form fcr;;
certain number of vears a pan of the army enlisted against Nature, the injustice would tend 1o
be ~vened out. and numerous other goods 1o the commonwealth would follow. The military
ideals of hardihood and discipline would be wrought into the growing fibre of the people; no
one wouid remain blind as the luxurious classes now are blind, 10 man’s relations to the globe
he bives on. and 1o the permanenth sour and hard foundations of his higher life. To coal :_md
iron smupes. to freight trains, to fishing-fleets in December, to dishwashing, clothes-washing,
and window-washing. 10 road-building and tunnel-making, to foundries and slokc-h.olcs. Z}ntl
1o the frames of skyscrapers, would our gilded youths be drafted off, according to their rhmft.r.
to get the childishness knocked out of them. and to come back into society \iviLh hr-althzv..rtI
sympathies and saberer ideas. They would have paid their blood tax, done their own pa!(';;_
the unmemorial human warfare against nature: they would tread the earth mor¢ Pf°1; d:t:

the women would value them more highly. they would be better fathers and teachers ©
tollowing generanon. L
Such a conscription. with the state of public opinion that would have r"‘jllf,lll:;gti‘;, ¢
the many moral {ruits it would bear, would preserve in the midst of a pacific c\l,: 1 ’shoul d e
manly virtes which the nulitary party is so afraid of seeing disappear in peace: ¢ nd pail‘["
toughness without callousness. authonity with as litde criminal cruclty as Poss’blc';’ grade
work done cheenly because the duty 15 temporary, and threatens not, as .ﬂo""'" !c:vaf Jas bee?
whole remamder ot nne’sl ufe. 1 spoke of the *moral Fqui\'alent’ (-)f war. b(i)v :;j’:n dis
the only furce that can disowpline a whole community, and unn'l an cqu hat the :
organized. | beisve thar war must have its way. But L have no :scnou‘s doubtciapabk. of ora"
pndes and shames of sox ial man. once developed to a certain m.u:n.\lfy- a::c ve for pre e
izing such a2 morw equivalent as | have sketched, or some other just as eﬂ-tfufo inion- aki™
manliness of type. It is but a queston of time, of skilful propagandism, and ol oP o
men seizing histone r'mnnumrin. . . honour and rhsl"i W

‘T he martual tvpr of character can be bred without war. Strenuous ducated t© it. 2 o
estrdness abound clswhere, Pricsts and medical men are it{ a fashion € zrk as all b
shouid all leel some degrer of it imperative if we were conscious of our W
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rvice to the state. We should be ouned, as soldicrs are |
c i e
: cordingly. We could be poor, then, withou, humil;j
ac \ or, - :
: Jy thing needed henceforward is o inflame the CIvIC temper as
ol . b
the military temper.

I.l '\;ou| d be simply preposterous if the only force th

wandards of efficiency into English or Amencan nawres should be the fear of being killed by
< = . . . _—

sl ¢ Germans or the Japanese. Great indeed is Fear; but it is not, as o
th )

belicve and try to make us believe, the only stimulus known for awakening the higher ranges
-n's spiritual encrgy. The amount of alteration in public opinion which my utopia pos-
o TOgw rasdy less than the dilference between the mentality of those black warriors who
wl::sc:ls;l;nlz-y's party on the Congo with their cannibal war cry of ‘Meat! Meat!” and that
purs *

f the ‘general stafl” of any civilized nation. History has seen the larter nterval brdged over:
o ' : =
the former one can be bridged over much more casily.

 the army and our pride would rise

ation, as army officers now are. The

Past history has inflamed

at could work ideals of honour and

ir military enthusiasts
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