Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).





The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) gives a definition of a child as anyone under the age of 18. The Human Rights Act 1998 and the Equality Act 2010 protect the rights of children, and their right to be protected from harm. There is a national legal responsibility to safeguard children, it is also the responsibility of local authority and each organisation to implement a child protection system to safeguard children. 
Each of the UK’s 4 nations have set out their own child protection laws to ensure children are safeguarded and protected from abuse and harm. These laws may differ slightly for each nation however they are all based on the same national principles (NSPCC, 2024). 
The Wales safeguarding procedures detail the essential roles and responsibilities for practitioners to ensure that they safeguard children and adults who are at risk of abuse, harm and neglect (xxxxx Safeguarding Board, 2019). Each practitioner and organisation must contribute to the safeguarding of children and contribute to the wellbeing of the child, share information, work collaboratively and develop relationships with the child, their family or carers to ensure that what matters to them is established (xxxxx Safeguarding Board, 2019).The safeguarding procedures help social workers, organisations  and other professionals apply the legal framework set out in the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014. In Wales, part 7 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 instructs that local authorities have safeguarding children boards that consist of different professionals (Law Wales, 2021). 

The Social services and Wellbeing Wales Act (2014) sets out the procedures for local safeguarding boards however section 28 of the Children Act, 2004 sets out a duty on the local authority and other professional bodies such as the police and the NHS to safeguard children and promote their welfare and when to begin any care proceedings. It is the responsibility of the local authority to promote the cooperation of other parties when safeguarding and protecting children and sharing of appropriate information (Law Wales, 2021). 
 
The legislation for safeguarding children also sets out when the local authority must investigate when there may be a child suspected of being at risk of or is suffering from significant harm. These circumstances are set out in sections 4 and 5 of the children’s Act, 1989 (Law Wales, 2021). 
There is a duty of any relevant partner to report to their local authority when they suspect that a child is at risk of harm. Following a referral section 130 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 places a duty to investigate these reports sets out the importance of a child centred approach considering the needs of the child, their wishes, feelings and best interests. Investigations will also entail assessing the parenting skills of the caregiver. Following investigations, a decision will be made as to what further safeguarding actions will need to be taken to safeguard the child. 
(Word count 488) 



	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).




The procedures for protecting adults from abuse and neglect and protecting children from abuse, neglect or harm are based on the same principles which are underpinned in the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (***** Safeguarding Board, 2019). 
***** Safeguarding Board, 2019 explains that although there are similarities in the procedures of safeguarding children and adults, there are some differences in the legal guidance and legislation, therefore safeguarding procedures are separated into safeguarding children and those that apply to adults that are at risk of abuse and neglect.

The Quality Care Commission, 2018 explains the differences between safeguarding adults and children. The differences in safeguarding adults and children lie in the legal framework that is followed.  The mental capacity Act (2005) states that an adult has the right self-determination and the right not to protect themselves if they do not wish to, under the Act adults have the right to make unwise decisions. If an adult has the capacity to make that decision it is their decision. It would only be in a case where an adult is deemed not to have capacity that the law would intervene. When safeguarding adults, the individual must be involved in the safeguarding processes and must be informed of any actions that may affect them. The Alzheimer’s society (2024) explain that adults living with dementia may make them more at risk of abuse or neglect, difficulties such as memory loss and difficulties with orientation and problem solving could make it harder for individuals to protect themselves.  
When safeguarding children and adults it is important to remember that there can be differences in the types of abuse that can take place. Children may be more at risk from types of abuse such as female genital mutilation and forced marriage whereas adults may be at risk from types of financial abuse and cuckooing, where a person’s home could be taken over to facilitate exploitation. Having differences in policies helps make it clearer to organisations on how to safeguard children and adults effectively. 
(Word count 337) 

