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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: How effective is intelligence led policing within neighbourhood policing teams?

INTRODUCTION:

I have chosen to research around intelligence led policing and the effectiveness it has within neighbourhood policing teams because it has a large impact on their positive outcomes and how they police our communities. This is mainly how neighbourhood teams police our communities and this research may develop new insights on how to improve our current policing strategies for obtaining intelligence, better community engagement and suggest how impactful intelligence led policing may be.

Quinton, Morris (2008) stated that neighbourhood policing teams were first brought into policing between 2003 and 2005. Due to this the government made a 3-year programme for there to be a neighbourhood policing team within every neighbourhood in England and Wales. This has since stayed in current policing due to the cohesion the community and the police have helping the police to continue policing with the publics consent. 

Saleh (2021) suggested that intelligence is data collected in multiple different ways whether that be through the public, online information, local police and more. This is then researched and turned into credible intelligence ready for this to be disseminated to the relevant policing teams to intervene the offenders prior or during committing crime.

Darroch, Mazerolle (2013) suggest that police areas that had low intelligence led policing have negatively impacted the officer’s perception on their impact on the neighbourhood crimes. However, they suggest that communities with high intelligence led policing allowed officers to feel more stable and had a better impact on the neighbourhoods’ relationships with the police and government. This already suggests that intelligence led policing is vital and this research may help to inform better ways of engaging with the community to have a positive impact. 

This is a worthy topic to research as there are a number of articles and research done around this topic however, I do not believe they have answered this question directly. This dissertation may influence policing policies by evaluating positive and negative aspects of current strategies and building on this with further in-depth research. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The three key objectives I would like to research are as follows:

How has public confidence affected neighbourhood policing teams with obtaining intelligence?

How effective is the method of intelligence led policing?

Can intelligence led policing be improved in any way with the current climate of policing?

I am going to evaluate multiple different types of research on this topic and I will effectively analyse the information and explain if this is a positive policing method for neighbourhood policing teams. I will demonstrate my understanding on the information I have collated and provide the overall outcome based of the research. I would also like to obtain a survey from current neighbourhood police officers and police officers who work within the intelligence department and investigate if they can provide a better insight on how this has changed over the years and whether or not this is for the better.

	LITERATURE REVIEW:
Key literature I will be considering utilising during my research are online articles along with, textbooks and surveys in which I will conduct from current neighbourhood police officers and police officers who work in the intelligence department. 

Cope (2004) has suggested that intelligence led policing is the process of investigating the link between crime data and police activity. This article discusses what intelligence is, however, does not go into much detail around the cohesion with the police and the community for how intelligence is obtained. 

Quinton, Morris (2008) have suggested that the reasons for neighbourhood policing teams being made were for police visibility, engaging with the community and to identify ongoing issues that were recurring. This article does not go into detail around how intelligence could assist neighbourhood policing teams and if their involvement with the community will change how much intelligence they obtain.  

These are just two examples of articles that have given this research project a base to build on and bring aspects of other research together to investigate the compatibility of neighbourhood and intelligence led policing and how this changed over the years with technology now being introduced to report incidents and information to police, I would like to see how this has changed neighbourhood and intelligence led policing.

There is research to be done on how public perception of the police and their confidence in the police may affect how effective intelligence led policing is “The constant threat hangs over police that a failing relationship may lead to a crisis” (Darroch, Mazerolle 2013). This threat could adapt policing indefinitely as the majority of intelligence comes from the public and if they do not believe in the police, they may be less willing to inform them of ongoing issues. This is a gap in current research identifying how confident the public are within the police and if a low-income area may differ to an affluent community and what effect this has. 

Ther is a gap in research as there are articles out there similar to my research however, they are historic articles and there needs to be a more update version of events as policing is ever changing and this may not be as accurate as it once was. This will also discuss the relationship between neighbourhood and intelligence led policing which I believe some articles are lacking. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

Some research methods I will be using are to collate available articles and compare the author’s views to surveys I will be taking from current neighbourhood police officers and intelligence officers, or police officers who may be looking to apply to a neighbourhood policing/intelligence policing teams and see why they wish to join. This will allow me to have a wide range of views and have past and current opinions and see what may have changed, if this was for the best or if the policing method has stayed the same throughout the years or gotten worse now with public confidence. This is best suited as this will provide me with only necessary information and allow me to critically analyse it. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be asking current police officers who were involved in this field, officers who have recently changed to different departments and who are looking to be going onto neighbourhood policing teams. I will also be conducting questionnaires from these officers with a verity of questions which will be relevant to my questions. I may also use another survey from members of the public which they will be able to answer from their views on how the police gain intelligence. This is vital for my research as this will be able to have multiple different views from persons who police this way and from persons who have an outside view and not knowing the police work that goes in the background. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I do not believe I have any ethical issues around my researched topic as I will not be asking anyone who is considered to be vulnerable to complete my survey and I will not use any information that is not considered to be accessible to the public. 

	TIME SCALE:
Ethics form – 26/02/24

Proposal – 26/02/24

Literature review – 06/05/24

Methods chapter – 17/06/24

Results chapter – 05/08/24
Conclusion chapter – 09/09/24

Final dissertation – 07/10/24
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