Community Care and Development- Assignment Two.
This assessment will provide an analysis of how poverty affects people in the local area of Swansea. There will be a look at approaches that have been made to foster the growth and development in the fight against poverty in Swansea. Scottish Community Development Centre (n.d) claims that community development recognises that certain groups of people in certain communities are excluded and mistreated because of the way to society and structures are structured. Community development supports communities with place and identity to use their own ideas to improve the community, they also assist communities and public agencies to work together to make decisions and improve services. This assessment will look at issues that the community faces in the fight against poverty. There will then be a look at what Swansea will need to prioritise to tackle poverty rates, as well as looking at health campaigns that encourage the community to tackle poverty the assessment will conclude with examples of how technologies such as social media and digital inclusion approaches can be used to communicate with people in poverty and improve people’s digital skills.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (2015) suggests that one example of a healthy community is when local groups that are part of a community work together with the intention of preventing the risk of diseases and promoting the availability of healthy living options. Being part of a healthy community with help to reduce inequalities in health such as differences in finances, ethnicity, race, education, location, and any factors that affect health. The differences stated can sometimes lead to people being excluded from parts of the community.
The community that has been chosen for this assessment is tackling poverty in the Swansea area. Swansea Council (2023) claims that they define poverty as a lack of access to necessary services that provide goods, lower opportunities, or resources to participate in cultural, leisure, social and decision-making activities, as well as a person’s financial income being lower than the Minimum Income Standard. Tackling poverty in the Swansea area is important in ensuring that people in the Swansea community are supported with so that they can provide the basic necessaries for family members.

[bookmark: _Int_q7wTRM87][bookmark: _Int_faUCeoEt]There are high rates of poverty related deaths of people in poverty throughout the whole of Wales. Marie Curie (2022) claims that people in Wales are more likely to die as a result of poverty compared to any other UK country. Areas with the highest risk of poverty related deaths includes Blaneau Gwent, Cardiff, and Swansea. This shows that improvements need to be made to reduce the risk of poverty in these areas. People in Wales should be supported with necessary resources from local services such as food banks and sheltering during the winter months.
Services play a significant role in supporting people to avoid poverty and to minimise the effects. Sherwood and Denty (2017) claim that in Swansea, barriers to services in relation to the risk of poverty could include services potentially being inaccessible because of a lack of timeframe or because individuals may not be able to get into buildings, financial restraints could mean that service are not free and cost of transport may prove a factor, and many people may not feel welcomed or valued at services, they may also not have positive relationships with other people in the services. This suggests that barriers in supporting people in poverty could be that they are not able to afford to attend service and to find transport to get to services. People in poverty in Swansea may also be unwilling to attend services because they are worried about what others think of them.
Another barrier to services in Swansea could be people in Swansea being incapable of solving these issues due to their mental health problems. Citizens Advice Swansea Neath Port Talbot (2018) suggests that there are forty-two residents in Swansea who it was notified about the threat of homelessness. Amongst these people, residents with mental health problems were more likely to become homeless than others. This indicates that there is an issue of poverty and the risks of homelessness in communities in Swansea. It also suggests that people with mental health issues are seen as a particular risk of living in poverty in the area. 
A further barrier to tackling poverty in Wales could be the issue with the amount of people of an ethnic minority who are living in poverty. Nicholl, Johnes, and Holtom (2016) claims that Wales has one of the highest poverty rates in the United Kingdom. In three years leading to 2014, 23% of the population of Wales was in poverty. The poverty rates in Asian groups were estimated to be double the poverty rates in the White Majority. Bangladeshi and Pakistanis are the ethnic group at a more severe disadvantage in education, employment and in earnings in Wales. This shows that there are barriers in reducing poverty in people of an ethnic minority because people considered ethnic minority may have struggled to get minimum essential more than British people living in Wales. 

Swansea Council (2018) states that priorities for tackling poverty in Swansea include empowering local people by involving them in activities. A study has been permitted to assess this priority. It is also important to adapt the culture to ensure that everyone takes responsibility to reduce poverty. A further priority is to use resources to maximise access to opportunities. This can be done by supporting families to give children a positive start to life. 
Other priorities for tackling poverty in Swansea are to tackle encourage employment. Welsh Government (2012) assisting people to improve skills and gain qualifications is the best way of getting people into employment. Removing barriers to employment such as accessibility of transport and buildings. Practical barriers will be removed by helping people to progress in employment, as well as reducing the impact of poverty with immediate effect. This will allow people in Swansea to avoid the risk of poverty by having more opportunity for employment in the community as well as having the chance to progress through the organisation by which they are employed.
Welsh Government Child Poverty Strategy (2016) states that further priorities in Swansea and across Wales are to reduce the amount of unemployed family households as children in these houses are more at risk of poverty. Other priorities include increasing the skillset of parents and young people in low-income households to increase their chances of high-paid, progressive employment, another priority is to reduce inequalities in health, economic outcome and education of children and families by improving outcomes of poorer people. This will allow employment rates to be increased throughout each community in Wales as well as reducing the likelihood of extreme poverty rates in areas including Swansea. 

One example of a campaign to tackle poverty is a food and fuel campaign has been created to help the government to understand the seriousness of poverty across Wales. The Church in Wales (2022) claims that it has set up a Food and Fuel campaign that aims to investigate the reasons behind food and fuel poverty and looks at how they can convince the government to address the issues of families having to choose between food and heating costs. Addressing these issues could mean that people are supported by government fund foodbanks and encouraging companies to reduce the price of fuel.
Another health campaign that aims to reduce poverty rates is Child Poverty Action Group. Child Poverty Action Group (2023) claims that the campaign aims to convince the government to remove the two-child benefit limit, remove benefit limits, raise child benefit allowances by £20 per week for each child, and introduce free school meals across England. This will reduce the financial strain on families by convincing the government to put benefit allowances in place for families who are most vulnerable.
Another campaign that supports people in poverty is Warm Wales. Warm Wales (2023) suggests that Warm Wales is a service that offers referrals as well as advice and support depending on a person’s needs. This is a free service that is available to people with a health issue and people on low-income Warm Wales offers support depending on what would be suitable to the person receiving it. This service is available to people throughout Wales, including Swansea.
[bookmark: _Int_xSMzDjLH]A further health campaign that aims to reduce poverty in the community is the Bevan Foundation. This foundation is based in Merthyr Tydfil and supports people in poverty around Wales, including in Swansea. Sefydliad Bevan Foundation (2023) claims that they are a charity organisation that aim to create insights, ideas and impacts that work towards ending poverty and inequality. This foundation also aims to encourage governments and public bodies as well as third and private sectors to act to reduce poverty. This is similar to the actions of the Church in Wales campaign who also encourage the Welsh Government to act to reduce poverty rates.

Several types of technologies can be used to communicate to and within poverty groups in the community of Swansea. Social media can be used as a way of communicating to provide solutions to poverty in Swansea. Joseph Rowntree Foundation (2009) claims that third sector organisations can show people how to access and use new media to communicate with poverty support services. Organisations support people by providing access to technology such as the internet, helping people to improve literacy skills as well as boosting confidence, they can also provide training on how to use technologies. These organisations can show people how to communicate with poverty support services using social media services.
Technology can also be used to communicate with local poverty services because they provide easy access to information. Conar, et al, (2022) states that internet technology allows quick searchers, easy access, exchange and to receive information. The internet is seen as suitable for collaboration and to gain and pass on knowledge between online organisations. The internet is useful because it can be used by services in Swansea and in other local areas to promote information to a variety of people in a way that is easy to access.
Public Health Wales have provided a report on how to help people in different health inequality groups to use digital technology. Honeyman, et al (2020) states that digital inclusion approaches in Wales is supported by three hundred private and public organisations. Signatories have pledged to help people who are excluded, digitally by ensuring staff and volunteers have the change to gain basic digital skills, as well as giving people the chance to participate in day-to-day activities and to make sure that organisations support local communities to set up local activities. These local support groups could allow people in poverty within local communities to learn how to use digital technology by to gain digital skills that could help them to find online poverty services that may be useful to them.

This assessment has outlined community development and the reason it is important in bringing services together throughout the community to help people who are in poverty. This assessment specifically looked at the effects of poverty in the Swansea area by showing issues within the Swansea community such as people feeling unwelcome at services and people living in rural areas being unable to access services. There was also a look at how mental health difficulties may increase a person’s chances of being in poverty. There has been a look at the priorities in the Swansea community which showed that people need to take responsibility for their own actions as well as the need for the community to assist people by providing qualification and training opportunities. Health campaigns such as Child Poverty Action Group and the Bevan Foundation which encouraged the government to raise allowances, the church on Wales supported people with food and fuel costs, and Warm Wales which offered a free support service all showed how campaigns are working together to support people in poverty in every way possible. The assessment then looked at how technologies such as social media can be used to make it easier to access services as well as encouraging digital inclusion and inclusion in day-to-day activities.
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