Conclusion

The French Sociobiologist Pierre Bourdieu, proposed that the purpose of research, is to reveal that what cannot not be seen, (Bourdieu, 1984), he also argued that every aspect of social life should be analysed in terms of the power relations they symbolize, he also suggests, that the aim of sociology is to expose the power of elite groups and structures, which would normally not be visible without sociological analysis.  The topic in this dissertation is fundamentally a social one, since it sought to assess the viability of reallocating funding from one social structure (Policing) to other social agents found in a broader society.  For the purpose of this dissertation fell notionally to Health and Education, wherein the reallocation of funding from police budgets to community Health, might address the billions spent annually by health in dealing with incidents of violence, (NHS, 2012).  Likewise as Wortley and Hagell (2021) propose, the embedment of Youth Workers in A&E departments has proven to result in measurable and positive outcomes, leading to a decline in repeat youth knife crime, a principle reiterated in research conducted by Barnardo's (2019).  

From a research or academic perspective the ‘De-fund the Police’ model is appealing, it presents as a well evidenced, common sense approach to making our communities safer places, yet until one begins the journey of researching the hypothetical pros and cons of the model, one cannot fully appreciate why it has not been adopted across policing in the UK.  Therein back to Bourdieu’s (1984) assertion, and notion that to understand a thing you must firstly consider the networks and relationships of all parties involved, only then can an explicit account be drawn from the often tacit or assumed appreciation of a person without professional or specialised knowledge in this subject. As discussed in the introduction the model was imported as a component of the Black Lives Matter movement, founded in the United States of America (USA) in 2013, in this section of the dissertation and following Review of Literature, several striking factors emerged.  In the first as proposed by Sawyer and Wagner (2022) or Gramlich (2020), the dissertation discussed the industrialisation of the US Justice system, and therein the mass incarceration of a disproportionate number of Black, Asian and Hispanic people, serving out sentences in any one of the 1,566 state prisons, 102 federal prisons, 2,850 local jails, 1,510 juvenile correctional facilities, 186 immigration detention facilities, or 82 Indian country jails, as well as in Military Prisons, Civil Commitment Centres and State Psychiatric Hospitals.

The total scale of both the Law Enforcement and Prison system in the US, is indeed hard to gage, when considering the UK model, the numbers of inmates also presents as quite extraordinary, with a huge swath of this number rooted as suggested in people from Black, Asian or minority ethnic backgrounds.  Funding the incarceration of almost 2 million people also requires a significant budget, estimated by Perillo (2019), at around 80 billion dollars (US) annually.  Clearly these figures do not correspond to the UK, likewise the vast amount of funding paid to Law Enforcement in the USA stand poles apart from the British model, according to McCarthy (2017) the US Tax Payer spent a colossal $100billion on law enforcement over the year 2016-17.  More current figures remain unavailable due to changes in the methods local, state and federal police agencies now record and report budgets.  Fundamental differences in the way policing is conducted in the US and UK, are underscored by notions of divergence, many US police forces resembling paramilitary's, and whilst sadly more and more firearms and weaponry seems to be ebbing its way in to British Policing, thankfully today's British Police Force remains largely unarmed.    

A second consideration which was evidenced in the analysis section of this paper, focussed on the notion that policing in South Wales has been systematically de-funded for well over a decade, the South Wales Police Federation (2022) noted a loss of £111 million in funding since 2010/11, whilst  Aston (2021) points out that “Years of declining public funding have often meant that police are asked – expected—to deal with issues that are not really policing issues” (Wilks. 2021).  In summary, the imported principle inherent in the De-fund Policing model, fail to account for power relations that exist here in the UK, between the like of the Home Office,  Health and Education.  Whilst in principle a capital notion, the sad truth prevails that consecutive British Governments have indeed De-funded their police forces for decades, yet far from relocating such funds into other legitimately needy social structures, those of Health or Education perhaps, those same governments have seen fit to de-fund them also, indeed the entire public sector has been de-funded.  (785 Words)                                                   
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