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This dissertation will investigate large corporations, and whether they should be allowed to give charitable donations in large sums, where UK tax policy and the potential reduction of tax liability could impact upon their decisions. It will consider the potential ethical implications arisen by this, analysing the perspectives of the public perception, and businesses with both smaller and larger capital, and whether tax policy may/ has impacted their decisions now and in further years if capital gains were to increase.
 The research undertaken will give the question of, ‘Does tax policy and the potential of tax avoidance, lead to unethical reasoning behind companies giving charitable donations.’
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RATIONALE
So far, only a handful of individuals have conducted research based around charitable giving in large corporations, with very few touching on the concept of taxation purposes, such as the writings of the OECD (2021) of which states in page sixty-five of their report, case study seven of which describes a study based around an English family company of which evaded tax legislation in order to gain taxable benefits despite being renowned as a ‘charitable’ Islamic organisation. Despite some research being made around the topic, very little could be retrieved on the ethical reasoning behind corporations and charitable giving, with none describing and critically analysing any potential unethical reasoning behind corporations giving. 

A charitable donation is in simple terms, cash, goods, or services of which are gifted to a non-for-profit organisation in order to help them achieve their goals (Baker and Dawson, 2020). 

A corporation may give charitable donations for self-absorbed purposes, such as lower tax liability as previously mentioned. However, there are lots of other potential ethical implications that can potentially lead to a corporation wanting to make a charitable donation. When a corporation gives a charitable donation, it is deemed as ‘ethical’, such as companies like Pfizer, Google and Walmart of which are well known. Although, these companies are all well known, due to the fact it is likely that a consumer will pay more for an item from such companies of which comply with ethical behaviour and corporate governance and social responsibility in the correct way, according to (Abagail Mcwilliams et al.,2019).

Gov.Uk (2021) states that when donating monetary values of one pound, you only pay eighty pence due to a tax deduction. If donating property, no capital gains tax is acquired either. The ethical implications of this mean that companies may donate charitable benefits not out of goodwill, however, to reduce their tax liability and artificially deflate profits. 

Tax policy isa government choice of which states what taxes there are to levy, in what amounts and who to (Lisi, 2015). The applicable UK tax legislation based around corporations and charitable giving can be found at section 191-202 of the Corporation Tax Act 2010 (GOV.UK, 2021).

Where there are several journal articles, books, and dissertations based around tax evasion, and charitable donations, there is however, a lack of clarification into the ethical reasoning behind why companies give charitable donations considering reducing company profits and being liable for less tax payments. 
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An aim is a statement of intent. Written in broad terms, an aim sets out exactly what the study will aim to achieve (BBC, 2021). 

The overall aim is to find out whether corporations give to charity to be ‘ethical’ or for a reduction in tax liability. 

(For the researchers’ aim to be achieved, the objectives listed will be used as guidance, and will need to be followed). 
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An objective is something of which is followed in order to achieve the overall aim (Cambridge University Press, 2021). 

· Carry out and obtain a comprehensive literature review in reference to the ethical implications of businesses giving charitable donations in light of the receipt of lower tax liabilities. 

· To carry out quantitative research in the form of a questionnaire by different individuals based upon agreement or disagreement in light of ethical implications from people of which are ‘employees’, ‘small business owners’ and ‘large corporation CEO’s and owners’. 


· Make recommendations to tax offices based upon potential changes that could be made to relevant tax policies where businesses are left with the opportunity to behave unethically due to legality of the reasoning. 
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A research method is simply the ‘how’ of a research piece. It is about how the researcher aims to reach the study while ensuring viable and valid results that address all aims and objectives correctly, i.e., what data to collect, who from, how to collect it, and how to analyse it (Jansen and Warren, 2020). 

There are two main types of research suitable for dissertation/ thesis writings. Qualitative and Quantitative (Oflazogu, 2017). 

Qualitative research is a type of social science research that works with collection of non-numerical information and data that allows the researcher to seek interpret meaning from the relevant data outcomes that help to understand social life through the study of certain targets, e.g., places, ages, genders. (Hammersley, 2013). 

Often qualitative research is claimed as the opposition of such quantitative research. This is because, quantitative research instead interprets numerical data to identify large-scale trends and operations in order to determine casual and correlative relationships between variables (Crossman, 2011).

Quantitative research is preferred for this researcher, as its main outcome is going to be opinion based. Therefore, the use of questionnaires for a large sum of individuals of different ages and job titles is deemed better for the outcome of the thesis than a qualitative research method such as interviews of which would be much harder to obtain. 

It is important that the right research method is obtained. The whole idea of the performance of a thesis, is to ensure that a gap in existing scientific knowledge is filled. As mentioned prior, many dissertations based around the concept of charitable donations being tax exempt have been performed, such as the writings of Jie (2011), Mei Zi (2006) and Udalamaththa Gamage (2017). However, there is a gap in the market in relation to studies of which are based around whether the ethical reasoning behind corporations giving charitable donations for tax deflation purposes as opposed to simply giving on the basis of goodwill. 


[bookmark: _Toc89197088]DATA COLLECTION:

Research should be collected in one way, quantitative.

To gain quantitative research, online questionnaires will be released via twitter, LinkedIn, Facebook, and other forms of social media.

Swansea and neath Port Talbot firms will also be contacted to see how much communication that comes back, and whether the researcher gains permission to send them the questionnaire. 

The researcher will release the questionnaire to different age groups, such as 21-30, 31-40,41-50 and 50+. It will ask both genders, female and male, from various job titles (if willing to give). 

Research has a target response of one hundred and fifty responses in total for the questionnaire, hopefully with a range of ages, genders, and job titles to use for evaluation. 
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Jola Jegede et al. (2020) describe ethical limitations as ‘a set of principles that guide your research designs and practices’. Researcher must always adhere to a certain code of conduct when collecting data from people.

According to Bryman and Bell (2011) the ethical considerations of a dissertation are as follows:

· Participants of research should inflict no harm at all
· Dignity of respondents must be always protected
· All consent must be obtained from participants before study
· Protection of privacy must always be ensured (GDPR)
· Utmost confidentiality of participants must be adhered to
· Anonymity must always be ensured of business/ individuals
· Any deception is prohibited
· Conflicts of interest must be declared
· All communication in relation to thesis must be done with honesty and integrity
· Any incorrect, misleading or bias information must be avoided


Consent will be obtained from the firms before surveys are sent, and confirmation of approval of filling in the form will be acquitted before shared on social media.
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What does the researcher need to gain access to as resources?

· Internet access
· Computer/laptop 
· Computer only accessed by researcher for data protection purposes when collecting data 
· Access to books and journals google scholar and university library, along with local library 


When is the researcher going to start working on specific topics? 

· Dissertation Proposal – Wednesday 30th November 
· Ethics Form- Wednesday 30th November 
· Literature Review- Monday 17th January
· Methodology- Monday 7th February 
· Data Analysis- Monday 7th March 
· Conclusions and Recommendations- Monday 28th March
· Full Dissertation- Monday 25th April 
(Feedback Dates) 


PLEASE REFER TO APPENDICE A1- GANTT CHART
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