


Summary 
Preparing for higher education involves considering many different elements. One of those elements is studying effectively. Someone can study effectively by using their time properly and making sure they plan their assignments and research sources before starting the assignments.  The time someone spends studying is not as important as what someone covers during that time spent studying. When someone uses the time effectively to cover what they need to cover it allows them to succeed in their degree but also still have time for other things such as their social life and spending time with family. (Cottrell, 2019). Another key element is producing authentic work.  If someone does not paraphrase what they have read when they include it in their assignment, then it will be deemed as plagiarism. In addition to paraphrasing what they have read they need to reference too because referencing shows that its someone else’s ideas and words. A big part of referencing is the use of in text citations, these show that its someone else’s ideas and words that have been paraphrased. (Godfrey, 2018). Understanding assessments is also key to someone preparing for higher education as there are different types of assessments.  Depending on the assessment someone is given decides how they will complete the assessment. Similarly, understanding what the actual task is important because if someone does not understand the task then they could waste time and not get the right mark.Referencing 
Someone using information needs to reference as it shows what their ideas are and gives people credit for ideas they have used that are not their own. (Pears, Shields, 2022)
Finding and using information
[bookmark: _Hlk118783663][bookmark: _Hlk118783664]Becoming a digital learner
Thinking and writing critically
Technology for assessments
Understanding how to use the different types of technology for assessments is key so that assignments are done to the best standard.
Paraphrasing  
Someone using information needs to paraphrase as it shows they understand what they’ve read. (Godfrey, 2018)

Opening minds  
Thinking critically helps someone open their mind by building on their own ideas and thoughts using what they have read.  This is able to help someone’s fluency when it comes to their writing.



Bortons reflective theory
What
Getting to grips with the online learning and resources was hard for me as I lack time management and normally something comes up or distracts me which results in me not doing the online learning or looking at resources I’m supposed to. (Cottrell, 2019) Likewise, writing the first assignments has not been easy either because I keep looking at the assignments and then putting off doing them.
So what 
Me putting off the assignments is not good because it means I must work a lot harder and adds unnecessary stress as the assignments get left to the last minute. Also, me not doing the online learning is not helpful because it helps with understanding topics. 
Now what
I know that by putting the assignments off and not doing online learning that the feedback I get from the assignments won’t be as good as it could be. (Pickin 2013) Additionally, I know that I need to manage my time better and make sure to plan assignments when I get given them, so I at least have a rough idea of what I’m going to write instead of waiting until doing the assignment which wastes time. However, when it comes to doing my next assignments, I won’t put them off and I’ll make sure I do the online learning so that my next assignment feedback is better. 
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