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Title
Trajan’s Column and its Purpose: Propaganda and Memorial
Abstract
Trajan’s forum is the last and largest Imperial forum built in Rome. In many ways, it is a beautiful piece of propaganda and marketing, celebrating and elevating the Roman Emperor Trajan (98-117AD). He was successfully remembered as an ideal emperor for many, many centuries.
This study explores the message portrayed by Trajan’s column as a piece of monumental architecture within its context as part of Trajan’s forum. It investigates the power inherent in the ability to build such an object. It was the finances and resources, mostly claimed from Trajan’s conquest of Dacia, which made it possible.  Incorporated and portrayed in the structure are links to Trajan’s predecessors (the Imperial forum is arguably a display initiated by Augustus, or perhaps Julius Caesar) which are one of the ways in which it conveys the image of Trajan as the great, good and powerful.
Trajan’s column has many purposes and messages to convey and is part of the ideological statement portrayed in the architecture of the wider context of the forum complex.

Plan
Introduction 
Aim: to provide a brief history of triumphal and ideological roman architecture, and to introduce the column as the specific focus.
· Architecture as propaganda, why and what it achieved
· Examples: Augustus’ forum, the Adamklissi monument in Dacia 
· Trajan’s column in the context of ideological architecture.
There are less available ancient literary sources for Trajan than for emperors such as Augustus, whose self-advertisement Trajan may be taking inspiration from, and little surviving work from Trajan himself. Thus, coinage and archaeological evidence will need to be used.
Scholarship:  Davies 1997, Bakogianni and Hope 2015.



Section 1: 
Aim: To introduce Trajan and explain the historical context of the Column.
Historical context: Trajan & the Dacian Wars; Rome under Trajan; The state of the Empire and expansion.
Scholarship: Scarre 1995, Garzetti 1974, Eck, Portmann, and Tinnefeld, 2006.

Section 2
Aim: The nature and features of the column, and analysis of messages and the multiple purposes.
Theoretical approach:
· Biography of column, as per Kopytov’s concept of biography of an object.
· (anthropological and archaeological) Materiality theory - how the materials of the object add to or form the message of the object. I would like to use a Materialities approach to investigate the way the physical nature, choice of materials and shaping of the object strongly affects its message.
· Objects having agency 
· Objects used to communicate status & social relationship
Analysis of messages and purposes suggested in modern scholarship; tomb, viewpoint, memorial, propaganda.
Identification of the main messages and the intended audience.
Displays of beneficence: Roman conspicuous charity and largesse.
Scholarship: Kopytov (date unknown), Byrnes 2005, Bakogianni and Hope 2015.

Section 3
Aim: Placing Trajan’s Column in the context of Trajan’s Forum
Trajan’s Forum comprises the forum itself, the Basilica Ulpia, two libraries, Trajan’s Column, and the forum temple. The Markets of Trajan are attached to one side, and the other Imperial fora connect to it. The Forum complex was completed in 112BC, and was built by the architect Apollodorus. Its construction involved the removal of half of a hill and part of the Suburra slum district, and was an extremely large undertaking, even by the standards of Imperial construction.
· The Column and the Forum reinforce each other’s messages
The shared iconography 
· The Column in its original setting was part of a wider message.
Scholarship: Packer 2001, Ulrich 2013, Richmond 1982, ILS 294 = CIL VI.960.

Section 4 – Conclusion
Aim: What is the primary message and purpose of the Column?
Trajan’s column has many purposes and messages to convey and is part of the ideological statement portrayed in the architecture of the wider context of the forum complex.
The primary message is one of grandeur, expressing imperial power and the ability of the Roman army, linking them to Trajan as a soldier-emperor, and securing its association to him in its use as his tomb. I do not agree that it has a primary function as a war memorial.
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